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IN THE SENATE BY T. MILLER

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 43

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

P o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act p r o v i d i n g  f o r  the h o l d i n g  of a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  O P  ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  c o m p r i s e d  of d e l e g a t e s  e l e c t e d  

by the l e g a l  v o t e r s  of the state, s h a l l  a s s e m b l e  at the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alas k a ,  

Co l l e g e ,  A l a s k a  on S e p t e m b e r  27, 1971, at 10:00 o ' c l o c k  a . m . ,  or as soo n 

t h e r e a f t e r  as a q u o r u m  is p r e s e n t ,  f o r  the p u r p o s e  of c o n s i d e r i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  

t o  or r e v i s i o n  of the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Th e  c o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  me e t  for not 

m o r e  t h a n  90 day s  b u t  may ,  at its d i s c r e t i o n ,  re c es s  fo r  a p e r i o d  of not m o r e  

t h a n  15 d a y s  f o r  the p u r p o s e  of r e c e i v i n g  t e s t i m o n y  on p r o p o s e d  p r o v i s i o n s

of the c o n s t i t u t i o n .

* Sec. 2. D e l e g a t e s  to the c o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  p o s s e s s  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

of l e g a l  v o t e r s  of A l a s k a  and s h a l l  h av e  b e e n  r e s i d e n t s  uf A l a s k a  for not 

less t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  the f i r s t  day of the convention. 

The h o l d i n g  of th e  o f f i c e  of delegate' or any o t h e r  o f f i c e  of the c o n v e n t i o n  

does no t c o n s t i t u t e  a d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  for or the h o l d i n g  of 

any o t h e r  o f f i c e ,  and the  h o l d i n g  of  any o t h e r  offi ce ,  e x c e p t  an a p p o i n t i v e  

of f i c e  u n d e r  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  d oes not c o n s t i t u t e  a d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  

fo r  e l e c t i o n  to or the h o l d i n g  of o f f i c e  as a d e l e g a t e  o r  any o t h e r  office of 

the c o n v e n t i o n .

* Sec. 3- T h e  c o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of 60 d e l e g a t e s  a p p o r t i o n e d  a mong 

the s e n a t e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  as follows:

c o n v e n t i o n  to a m e n d  or r e v i s e  the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n . "

(1) S e n a t e  E l e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t  A - T h r e e  d e l e g a t e s

(2) S e n a t e  E l e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t  B - T h r e e  d e l e g a t e s- 1 -
p :
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(3) S e n a t e E l e c t i o n D i s t r i c t C - T h r e e  d e l e g a t e s

(4) S e n a t e E l e c t i o n D i s t r i c t D - T h r e e  d e l e g a t e s

(5) S e n a t e E l e c t i o n D i s t r i c t E - 21 d e l e g a t e s

(6) S e n a t e E l e c t i o n D i s t r i c t F - T h r e e  d e l e g a t e s

(7) S e n a t e E l e c t i o n D i s t r i c t G - T h r e e  d e l e g a t e s

(8) S e n a t e E l e c t i o n Dis trict H  - T h r e e  delegate??

(9) Se n a t e E l e c t i o n D i s t r i c t I ... 12 d e l e g a t e s

(10) S e n a t e  E l e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t  J •- T h r e e  d e l e g a t e

* Sec, A s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  the e l e c t i o n  of d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  be h e l d

n A l a s k a  on A u g u s t  24, 1971. E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by this Act, the J 

p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  in the same m a n n e r  as o t h e r  s t a te  e l e c t i o i  

.re c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 15.

* Sec. 5- C a n d i d a t e s  for the of f i c e  of d e l e g a t e  s h a l l  be n o m i n a t e d  by 

letition f i l e d  in p e r s o n  or by m a i l  w i t h  the c le r k  of the c ourt of the 

u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the c a n d i d a t e  is a r e s i d e n t  on or b e f o r e  M a y  11, 

,971. E a c h  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be a c c o m p a n i e d  by a fee of $35. E a c h  n o m i n a t i n g  

letition s h a l l  be s i g n e d  by l e g a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  of the s tate r e s i d i n g  

d t h i n  the e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  in and for w h i c h  t h e d e l e g a t e  n o m i n a t e d  is to
I

ie e l e c t e d  e q u a l  i n  n u m b e r  to at l e a s t five p e r  cent of the n u m b e r  of v o t es  i

:ast in the e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  i n  the 1970 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i on .  H o w e v e r ,  n o  j

lominating p e t i t i o n  n e e d  c o n t a i n  m o r e  t h a n  200 s i g n a t u r e s  n o r  may it c o n t a i n  

.ess t h a n  50 s i g n a t u r e s ,  in any e l e c t i o n  district.

35 Sec. 6. E a c h  n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n  s h a ll  c o n t a i n  the n a m e  of no t  m o r e  

;han one c a n d i d a t e  and s h a l l  set out the n ame, p l a c e  of r e s i d e n c e  and m a i l i n g  

tddress of the c a n d i d a t e  n o m i n a t e d  by it, that the n o m i n a t i o n  is for the 

office of d e l e g a t e  to the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  to be c o n v e n e d  on S e p t e m -  

>er 27, 1971, that the p e t i t i o n e r s  are legally q u a l i f i e d  to vote for the 

landidate and p l e d g e  t h e m s e l v e s  to s u p p o r t  and vote fo r  the p e r s o n  n a m e d  in 

;he p e t i t i o n ,  and t h a t  this p e t i t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  all o t h e r  p e t i t i o n s

;B 43 I



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

s i g n e d  by t h e m ,  d oes not n o m i n a t e  a g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  of c a n d i d a t e s  t h a n  the 

n u m b e r  of d e l e g a t e s  to be e l e c t e d  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  fo r  w h i c h  the 

n o m i n a t i o n s  are made. E v e r y  v o t e r  s i g n i n g  a n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  ad d  

to hi s  s i g n a t u r e  his p l a c e  of r e s i d e n c e ,  m a i l i n g  a d d r e s s ,  an d  s t r e e t  n u m b e r ,  

i f  any. N o  v o t e r  m a y  s i g n  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  a g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  I

t h a n  are t o  b e  e l e c t e d  i n  the e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  he r e s i d e s .

* Sec. 7. E a c h  n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l ,  b e f o r e  it m a y  b e  f i l e d  w i t h  

the c l e r k  of the court, c o n t a i n  an a c c e p t a n c e  of n o m i n a t i o n  i n  w r i t i n g ,  

s i g n e d  a n d  v e r i f i e d  by an o a t h  or a f f i r m a t i o n  of the c a n d i d a t e  n o m i n a t e d  in 

th e  p e t i t i o n ,  u p o n  or a n n e x e d  to t h e  p e t i t i o n .  The a c c e p t a n c e  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  

t h a t  the c a n d i d a t e  h a s  b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  of the e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  f o r  w h i c h  he 

is n o m i n a t e d  f o r  at least one y e a r  a n d  that he is a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  in the 

e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  f o r  w h i c h  he is n o m i n a t e d .  The a c c e p t a n c e  s h a l l  also 

c e r t i f y  t h a t  the n o m i n e e  c o n s e n t s  to e n t e r  as a c a n d i d a t e  at the e n s u i n g  

s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  the e l e c t i o n  of d e l e g a t e s  to a. c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  

a n d  t hat i f  e l e c t e d  he a g r e e s  to tak e  o f f i c e  a n d  s e r v e  as a d e l e g a t e  f rom

the e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  he is n o m i n a t e d .

* Sec. 8. I f  a d e l e g a t e  f r o m  a n  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  dies, r e s i g n s ,  or 

o t h e r w i s e  b e c o m e s - d i s q u a l i f i e d  f r o m  s e r v i n g ,  or if  a v a c a n c y  o c c u r s  for any 

o t h e r  r e a s o n ,  t h e  v a c a n c y  s h a l l  be f i l l e d  b y  the candidate no t c e r t i f i e d  as 

e l e c t e d  w h o  r e c e i v e d  the n e x t  h i g h e s t  n u m b e r  of v o t e s  a m o n g s t  the c a n d i d a t e s  

i n  the e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the v a c a n c y  o c curred. I f  a v a c a n c y  s h o u l d  

a g a i n  o c c u r  in  t h a t  d i s t r i c t ,  it s h a l l  be f i l l e d  in like m a n n e r  f r o m  a m o n g st  

the r e m a i n i n g  c a n d i d a t e s .  I f  a v a c a n c y  s h o u l d  o c c u r  In a d i s t r i c t  and  t here 

a re n o  r e m a i n i n g  c a n d i d a t e s ,  the g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a p e r s o n  f r o m  that 

d i s t r i c t .  A n  e l e c t i o n  c o n t e s t  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  in a tie s h a l l  be r e s o l v e d  by 

the d r a w i n g  of lots b e t w e e n  the c o m p e t i n g  c a n d i d a t e s ,  a n d  the l o s e r  of the 

d r a w i n g  s h a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  s e c o n d  only to the w i n n e r  a n d  s h a l l  h o l d  that 

s t a n d i n g  a m o n g  the b a l a n c e  of the w i n n i n g  c a n d i d a t e s .

-3 -  SB 113
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* Sec. 9. W h e n  f i l e d  all n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  a c c e p t a n c e s  s h a l l  

ie a n d  r e m a i n  o p e n  f o r  p u b l i c  i n s p e c t i o n  d u r i n g  r e g u l a r  b u s i n e s s  h o u r s , at 

ihe o f f i c e  w h e r e  f i l e d  u n t i l  J u n e  1, 1971; t h e r e a f t e r  t h e y  s h a l l  be t r a n s­

mitted to the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  for d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the c a n d i d a t e s  

lominated an d  fo r  p e r m a n e n t  f i l i n g  in the o f f i c e  of l i e u t e n a n t  gov e r n o r .

) e t e r mi n a t i o n  of the v a l i d i t y  of p e t i t i o n s  s h a l l  be m a d e  i n i t i a l l y  b y  the 

.ieutenant g o v e r n o r  a nd  r e c o u r s e  by c a n d i d a t e s  b e l i e v i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a g g r i e v e d  

lay be h a d  by a p p e a l  f r o m  the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  to the 

‘-anvassing b o a r d ,  the d e c i s i o n  of w h i c h  s h a l l  be final. O b j e c t i o n s  to 

jetitions may  b e  r a i s e d  by a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  of the e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  

rhieh the c a n d i d a t e  is n o m i n a t e d ,  and s u c h  o b j e c t i o n  m u s t  be s t a t e d  in 

/riting to the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  on or b e f o r e  J u n e  5, 197-1. N o t  l a t e r  

;han J u n e  10, 1971, the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  m a k e  his d e t e r m i n a t i o n  as 

;o the c a n d i d a t e s  n o m i n a t e d  f r o m  ea c h  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  and s h a l l  t h e r e u p o n  

lertify the n a m e s  d e s i g n a t e d  fo r  p l a c e m e n t  on the b a l l o t  for e ac h  s u c h  

L i s t r i c t .

* Sec. 10. Th e e l e c t i o n  of d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  

;o the p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n s  of the c a n d i d a t e s ,  an d  the b a l l o t s  u s e d  

shall be n o n p a r t i s a n  i n  e v e r y  respect. A s e p a r a t e  b a l l o t  s h a l l  be p r e p a r e d  

ior e a c h  s e n a t e  e l e c t i o n  di s t r i c t ,  and e a c h  s u c h  b a l l o t  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  the 

lames of the c a n d i d a t e s  r u n n i n g  for the o f f i c e  of d e l e g a t e  f r o m  that d i s t r i c t

* Sec. 11. The c a n d i d a t e  or c a n d i d a t e s  r e c e i v i n g  th e  g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  of 

/otes in the e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  for w h i c h  n o m i n a t e d  s h a l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  

i lected for t hat d i s t r i c t  an d  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  i s s u e  to t h e m  

c er t i f i c at e s  of e l e c t i o n  in  the m a n n e r  o t h e r w i s e  p r e s c r i b e d  by law for 

sersons e l e c t e d  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  of Alaska.

* Sec. 12. T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  o pen the c o n v e n t i o n  a nd  p r e s i d e  u n t i l  

t emporary o f f i c e r s  are s e lected. The c o n v e n t i o n  shall be th e  j u d g e  of the 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of its m e m b e r s ,  t h e i r  e l e c t i o n ,  or a p p o i n t m e n t .  It s h a l l

_4_
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h a v e  the p o w e r  by v o t e  of a m a j o r i t y  of the d e l e g a t e s  t o  w h i c h  the b o d y  is 

e n t i t l e d  to c h o o s e  a p r e s i d e n t  and s e c r e t a r y  a n d  al l  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  

o f f i c e r s , t o  p r e s c r i b e  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s ,  p o w e r s  a n d  du t i e s ,  and to m a k e  rules 

and r e g u l a t i o n s  for the c o n d u c t  of its b u s i n e s s .  F o l l o w i n g  its o r g a n i z a t i o n  

the C o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t s  or r e v i s i o n s.

* Sec. 13. I f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t s  or r e v i s i o n s  are f r a m ed ,  the 

c o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  by o r d i n a n c e  for s u b m i s s i o n  of s u c h  a m e n d m e n t s  or 

r e v i s i o n s ,  an d  s u c h  o r d i n a n c e s  as ma y  p r o p e r l y  be s u b m i t t e d ,  to the p e o p l e  

of the s t a t e  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  or r e j e c t i o n  at an e l e c t i o n  to be h el d  at a 

date to be f i x e d  by the c o n v e n t i o n  not less t h a n  40 n o r  l a t e r  t h a n  120 days 

from, the d a t e  of a d j o u r n m e n t  of the c o n v e n t i o n ,  at w h i c h  e l e c t i o n  the p e r s o n s  

e n t i t l e d  to v ote for d e l e g a t e s  u n d e r  this Act s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  to v o t e  on 

the r a t i f i c a t i o n  or r e j e c t i o n  of the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t s  or r e v i s i o n s  

an d  o r d i n a n c e s  s u b m i t t e d ,  u n d e r  r ules an d  r e g u l a t i o n s  the c o n v e n t i o n  p r e­

scribes. The r e t u r n s  of thi s  e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be m a d e  to the l i e u t e n a n t  

g o v e r n o r  and s h a l l  be c a n v a s s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  the m a n n e r  n o w  p r o v i d e d  by 

law fo r  the c a n v a s s  of v o t e s  cast in s t a t e  e l ec t i o n s .

* Sec. 14, T h e  c o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  p o w e r  to i n c u r  n e c e s s a r y  e x p e n s e s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  to e x p e n s e s  fo r  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  c l e r i c a l ,  t e c h n i c a l ,  

a n d  professional, p e r s o n n e l  r e q u i r e d  i n  o r d e r  to e x e r c i s e  the p o w e r s  c o n f e r r e d  

and to p e r f o r m  the d u t i e s  i m p o s e d  by this Act.

* Sec. 15. T he  d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  for t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t h e .s u m  of 

$35 a day as c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  e a c h  d a y 1s a t t e n d a n c e  w h i l e  the c o n v e n t i o n  is 

in s e s s io n ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  the d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  an a l l o w a n c e  of $1,000 

for p o s t a g e ,  t e l e p h o n e  c osts and o t h e r  e x p e n s e s  and s h a l l  be r e i m b u r s e d  for 

t h e i r  a c t u a l  t r a v e l  c osts i n c u r r e d  in a t t e n d i n g  the conven t i on .
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