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Introduced: 4/9/71
Referred: Resources

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 72 

IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the I m p o s i t i o n  o f  oil 

p o l l u t i o n  s a f e g u a r ds .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A :

W H E R E A S  a p e r m i t  a l l o w i n g  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the t r a n s - A l a s k a  p i p e l i n e  

f r o m  P r u d h o e  Ba y  to V a l d e z  is a n t i c i p a t e d  a f t e r  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  the 

I n t e r i o r  has e v a l u a t e d  th e t e s t i m o n y  p r e s e n t e d  at th e  rec e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

i m p a c t  h e a r i n g s ;  an d

W H E R E A S  one of the m a j o r  c o n c e r n s  as e v i d e n c e d  by the t e s t i m o n y  at the

h e a r i n g s  was the d a n g e r  of " t a n k e r "  a c c i d e n t s  o n  the r o u t e  f r o m  the p r o p o s e d

p i p e l i n e  t e r m i n u s  ■— ■ V a l d e z  to P u g e t  Sound; an d

W H E R E A S  all A l a s k a n s  are d e s i r o u s  of s e e i n g  that e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  m e a s u r e  

is t a k e n  to a s s u r e  the p r o t e c t i o n  not o n l y  of A l a s k a n  w a t e r s ,  but all w a t e r s  

of the P a c i f i c  tha t  c o u l d  be a f f e c t e d  by a t a n k e r  i n c i d e n t ;  and

W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  s t a u n c h l y  b e l i e v e s  in the u t m o s t  s a f e­

gu a r d s  b e i n g  i m p o s e d  o n  all a s p e c t s  o f  tne c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  the

p i p e l i n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  the t r a n s p o r t  of oil by t a n k e r  f r o m  V a l d e z  to Puget 

S o u n d ; and

W H E R E A S  S 6 9 8 , H R  3635 a n d  H R  867, p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a "Ports an d  W a t e r w a y s  

S a f e t y  Act of 1971", a n d  S 6 9 9 , H R  865 a n d  H R  756, p r o v i d i n g  for a "Ves se l  

B r i d g e - t o - B r i d g e  R a d i o t e l e p h o n e  Act", m a k e  up m u c h  n e e d e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  to 

i n c r e a s e  the s a f e t y  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  by sea and e s p e c i a l l y  the safe t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  of oil by t a n k e r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  also  giv e  the U. S. Coast G u ar d

a u t h o r i t y  to r e g u l a t e  s hip m o v e m e n t s  in c o a s t a l  and h a r b o r  areas;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  t hat it h e a r t i l y  e n d o r s e s  the
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aims and purposes of these bills and urges their swift consideration and 

passage by the Congress.

COPIES of this Resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Richard M. 

Nixon, President of the United States; the Honorable Rogers C. B. Morton, 

Secretary of the Department of the Interior; the Honorable W arren G. Magnuson 

U. S. Senator and Chairman of the Senate Commerce Committee; the Honorable 

Edward A. Garmatz, U. S. Representative and Chairman of the House Committee 

on Merchant Marine and Fisheries; the Honorable Dan Evans, Governor of the 

S t a t e  of Washington; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Mike 

Gravel, U. S. Senators, and the Honorable Nick Begich, U. S. Representative, 

members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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