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Introduced: 3/17/71
Referred: Resources

BY BRADNER,GUESS,HOHMAN, 
K E R T T U L A ,E .M I L L E R , M .M I L L E R ,

IN THE HOUSE S P E C K I N G ,TILLION AND WHITTAKER

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 57 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA 

SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Relating to the protection of 

North Pacific waters and sir 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA:

WHEREAS the State of Alaska is bordered by 60 per cent of the sh o r e­

line of the U nited States and for these many years those waters have 

generously yielded to the citizens of Alaska and the world its most generous 

harvest; and

WHEREAS the State of Alaska is vitally concerned that her coastal zones 

be protected to the greatest degree possible; and

WHEREAS the states of Alaska, Washington, Oregon, California, and the 

Canadian province of British Columbia are bound together by their common 

coastlines on these waters and share their yield; and

WHEREAS any m a j o r  disaster at sea would have the potential to adversely 

affect the waters and shorelines of all; and

WHEREAS there is considerable transport by tankers of petroleum products 

between the ports of the United States and Canada, and also inbound to the 

ports of Canada and the United States from foreign nations; and

WHEREAS the State of Washington recently enacted pioneering legislation 

dealing with the liability for petroleum spillage at sea, and there has been 

introduced into the Alaska Legislature legislation of a similar nature; and 

WHEREAS the good citizens of British Columbia have expressed concern 

over the problems of marine transit of petroleum products in the North 

Pacific, and the citizens of California have recently suffered misfortune 

in their waters through the collision of petroleum tankers in San Francisco 

B a y ; and
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W H E R E A S  it w o u l d  a pp e a r  tha t  our c o m m o n  stake in the p r o t e c t i o n  of the 

N o r t h  P a c i f i c,  o u r  c o m m o n  n e e d  for the t r a n s i t  of n e e d e d  yet v o l a t i l e  

p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  the fact that a t h r e a t  to the w a t e r s  o f  a n y  s t a t e  or p r o v i n c e  

b o r d e r i n g  the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  m u s t  i n e v i t a b l y  b e c o m e  a. threat, to the o t he r s ,

'1 p o i n t  to the n e c e s s i t y  of s e e k i n g  c o m m o n  s o l u t i o n s  to th e  p o t e n t i a l  

or c u r r e n t  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v e d ;  an d

W H E R E A S  the L e g i s l a t u r e  of the S tate of A l a s k a  h a s  r e c e n t l y  c r e a t e d  a 

s elect c o m m i t t e e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  the c a p a c i t y  of m e e t i n g  w i t h  ou r  neighbors. ■ 

of the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  to e x p l o r e  on a c o m m o n  b a s is  s o l u t i o n s  to t h e s e  c o m m o n  

p r o b l e m s ;  1

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  the l e g i s l a t i v e  

b o d i e s  of B r i t i s h  C o lumbia, W a s h i n g t o n ,  O r e g o n  and C a l i f o r n i a  to d e s i g n a t e  

some g r o u p that m i g h t  m e e t  w i t h  the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the o t h e r s  in the 

n e a r  fu t u r e  to s e a r c h  out the pot e n t i al  for 3. c o m m o n  a p p r o a c h  f o r  the 

s e c u r . t y  of n e i g h b o r i n g  coasts t h r o u g h  the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a N O R T H  P A C I F I C  

M A R I N E  T R A N S I T  AN D  C O A S T A L  P R O T E C T I O N  COMPACT.

C O P I E S  of t his R e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to the S p e a k e r  of the  H o u s e  • 

of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and  the P r e s i d e n t  of the Sen a t e  of W a s h i n g t o n ,  C a l i f o r n i a  

a n d  O r e g o n ;  a n d  to the P a r l i a m e n t  of B r i t i s h  Columbia.
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