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Introduced: 3/9/71
Referred: Labor & Management

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY TH E  L A B O R  A N D  M A N A G E M E N T  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E

IN T H E  L E G I ^ A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

Relating to the suspension of the

Davis-Bacon Act.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S'TATE OF ALASKA:

\
WHEREAS President Nixon has recently announced the suspension of certain 

provisions of the 40-year-old Davis-Bacon Act whichNpequires the United 

States government to pay prevailing wages on federal construction projects;

a n d  I
/

X
WHEREAS suspension of these provisions will mop-if likely result in 

s hifting a large amount of federal construqfA'dn to lower-paid nonunion 

workers; and ^

WHEREAS the prime pu r p o s e y d f  the Davis-Bacon Act Is to assure that 

workers are paid the "prevailing wage" on federal projects in an area, and

usually the "prevailing wage" is the union rate in the area; and
I

W H E R E A S  m a n y  p e r s o n s  fhave m i g r a t e d  to A l a s k a  a l r e a d y  in s e a r c h  of

I
nonexistent jobs, and the4e persons would work at any wage level, thus

1

lowering the wage and living standards of Alaska; and

I
WHEREAS almost all wo^'k p e rformed by the building trades in Alaska is 

done by local contractors Jtfho are parties to union contracts; and

WHEREAS there exists possibility of an influx into Alaska of
\

"outside" contractors who wo\ld pay a substandard nonunion wage which would

further cause extreme hardship\and unemployment among Alaska's resident
'x

workers; and

WHEREAS the President is authorized only "in t h e X y e n t  of a national
\

emergency" to suspend the provisions of the Davis-Bacon^Act and the last 

time it had been suspended since its passage in 1931 wa^s during World War II;
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WHEREAS this action will undermine fair labor standards for workers 

in the construction industry;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the President is 

urgently requested to i m m e d i a t e l y  rescind his order which suspended the 

provisions of the Davis-Bacon Act.

COPIES of this Resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Richard M. 

Nixon, President of the United States; the Honorable James D. Hodgson, 

Secretary, Department of Labor; the Honorable John B. Connally, Secretary, 

Department of the Treasury; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the 

Honorable Mike Gravel, U . S. Senators, and the Honorable Nick Begich, U. S. 

Representative members of the Alaska delegation In Congress.

and

HJR 46 -2


