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Introduced: 1/22/71
Referred: State Affairs

I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  S P E C K I N G

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 9 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a t r a i n  

sli p  r a i l  ca r  l o a d i n g  f a c i l i t y  at 

S e w a r d .

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  it is r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  that m o s t  f r e i g h t

b e i n g  s h i p p e d  i n t o  i n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  at thi s  time a r r i v e s  In f r e i g h t  cars

a b o a r d  b a r g e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e s e  b a r g e s  are c u r r e n t l y  u n l o a d e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  at the Port of

W h i t t i e r  d i r e c t  t o  th e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  r a i l s ;  an d

W H E R E A S ,  if an e m e r g e n c y  s h o u l d  o c c u r  such  as the c l o s u r e  o f  t u n n e l s  

on the e x i s t i n g  r a i l  r o u t e  f r o m  W h i t t i e r  b y  an e a r t h  slide, e a r t h q u a k e ,  or 

e v e n  by  an e n e m y  m i l i t a r y  acti o n ,  n o  p r o v i s i o n  has b e e n  m a d e  for an a l t e r­

na t e  t r a i n  s l i p - t y p e  ca r u n l o a d i n g  f a c i l i t y ;  and

W H E R E A S  f r e i g h t  t o n n a g e  p r o j e c t i o n s  b y  the N o r t h  C o m m i s s i o n  i n d i c a t e  

t o n n a g e s  i n  e x c e s s  of w h a t  can be h a n d l e d  t h r o u g h  the W h i t t i e r  Port w h e n  

N o r t h  S lo p e  a c t i v i t i e s  are in full  gear; and

W H E R E A S  the C i t y  of S e w a r d  has r e c e n t l y  s e e n  the c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a ne w  

$ 1 5 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0  d o c k  f a c i l i t y  w h i c h  does not i n c l u d e  a t r a i n  slip fo r  h a n d l i n g  

r a i l  cars;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  by  t h e  S e v e n t h  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  tha t  the C o n g r e s s  of 

the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to p r o v i d e  the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  

w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n ds  to e n a b l e  tha t  e n t i t y  to b u i l d  a t r a i n  slip r a i l  car 

l o a d i n g  f a c i l i t y  at S e w a r d  w h i c h  w o u l d  s a f e g u a r d ,  in all c o n t i n g e n c i e s ,  

A l a s k a ' s  f r e i g h t  h a n d l i n g  c a p a b i l i t y ,  and  w h i c h  w o u l d  e n a b l e  the n e w  S e w a r d  

doc k f a c i l i t y  to be u t i l i z e d  to the utmost.
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COPIES of this Resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Richard M. 

Nixon, President of the United States; the Honorable John A. Volpe, S e c r e­

tary of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ; the Honorable John E. Manley, General Manager, 

Alaska Railroad; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Mike 

Gravel, U. S. Senators, and the Honorable Nick Bcgich, U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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