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Introduced: 4/7/71
Referred: . State Affairs

IN THE HOUSE

B Y  S P E C K I N G , M . M I L L E R  AND 
F I S C H E R

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  

I N  TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  C ? A L A S K A  

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  .- F I R S T  S S S I O N

to th e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  

System.

ALASKA:

i n i t i a t e d  i n  1962 as a

Re l ating 

H i g h w a y

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF 

W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  was 

v i t a l  w a t e r b o r n e  s e r v i c e  to  p r o v i d e  e c o n o m i c ,  cu l t u r a l ,  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n

links b e t w e e n  t h e  c i t i e s  of S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ;  anc

W H E R E A S ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  s i m i l a r  s e r v i c e  wa s  /initiated a m o n g  the p o r t s  of 

S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a ;  and

W H E R E A S  t h e  s y s t e m  h a s  p r o v e n  of g r e a t  and/ c o n t i n u i n g  jfalue n o t  on!!

as b a s i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  A l a s k a n s ,  b u t  as a /favorite m e a n s  of t r a n s p o r t

for h u n d r e d s  of t h o u s a n d s  of d o l l a r - s p e n d i n g  A l a s k a  v i s i t o r s ;  and

W H E R E A S  i n  s p i t e  of the s u c c e s s  of the s y s t e m  in S o u t h e a s t e r n  a n d  South- 

c e n t r a l  A l a s k a ,  t h e r e  e x i s t s  t o d a y  a s i z e a b l e  (gap in. s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  t hese 

t wo a r e a s  of A l a s k a ;  an d

W H E R E A S ,  b e c a u s e  of this gap, A l a s k a n s  afid A l a s k a  v i s i t o r s  are f o r c e d  

to t r a v e l  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  t h r o u g h  a f o r e i g n  njation i n  o r d e r  to. p r o c e e d  from  

S o u t h e a s t e r n  to S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a ;  an d

W H E R E A S ,  I f  a d i r e c t  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  lin k  

A l a s k a  a n d  the K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a ,  t r a v e l  o ver

p o s s i b l e ,  as w o u l d  s c e n i c  " c i r c l e  tri p s "  in w h i c h  A l a s k a n s  a n d  v i s i t o r s  

c o u l d  t r a v e l  one w a y  by h i g h w a y ,  the o t h e r  b y f m a r i n e  h i g h w a y ;

BE I T  R E S O L V E D  by th e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  tthat the G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t­

fully r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  the D i v i s i o n  of M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to initiate, 

d u r i n g  the s u m m e r  s e a s o n  of 1972, f e a s i b i l i t y ,  ©r " p r o v i n g "  s a i l i n g s  once a 

m o n t h  b e t w e e n  the p o r t s  of S e w a r d  an d  S k a g w a y ,  H a i n e s , or Juneaj,

e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  S o u t h e a s t e r n  

1 1 - A l a s k a n  r o u t e s  w o u l d  be
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to prove or disapprove the market acceptance and value of such service, so 

that if the feasibility of such routes is proven, future vessels may be 

planned and more frequent service can be' scheduled between these points.
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