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ftroduced: 3/23/71
'Referred: H e a ^ h ,  ’fare
and Education/^

BY BANFIELD , F A R R E L L , jpfSCHER, 
IN THE HOUSE M C V E I G H ,MORAN AND KERTTULA

SP O NSOR SUBSTITUTE F OR HOUSE C O N C URRENT R E S O LUTION NO,

IN THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALAS*

SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION^

Relating to a/study of drug abuse in

Alaska.

BE IT RESOLVED B Y  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS A laska law currently contains p r o v i s p n s  m aking the possession,, 

of, or sale of a multitude of drugs illegal, inclfiding not only those-cI £ 

under the U n i f o r m  Narcotic Drug Act, but also majy variety's of d#ugs ^

currently cla s s i f i e d  as depressant, hallucinogenjic or stimulant/ d r u g s ; and
I

WHEREAS the penalties p r e scribed for violation of our-*arug lawp. are
|

generally some of the most severe in the criminal law; and 

WHEREAS the p r o b l e m  of "drug abuse" is one 

as well as in all areas of the country; and

that is increasing l aska

WH E REAS currently there are many differing|reports either being worked
\

on or that have been p ublished which deal with the problems of drug abuse;

and 1

WHEREAS m a n y  of these reports are conflicting in nature and there is

violent disagreement in the nation as to whether|the use or possession of

!
certain drugs should be a subject for the criminafL law and whether or not

\
existing p e nalties are appropriate for the activities prohibited by the law;

\
and I

WHEREAS not only because of the life-long hardships which must be faced 

by a person c o nvicted of any'crime but also because!of the generally harsh

I
penalties p r o v i d e d  for activities connected with driig use, it is extremely 

important to our citizens that the necessary information is gathered which 

would enable the Legislature to make educated decisions concerning the 

retention of current drug prohibitions in our c r i m i n a l  la;v, and if so, that
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I

the penalties are realistic in relation to the activity sought to be p r o­

hibited and to penalties for other prescribed conduct"

BE XT RESOLVED by the Alaska Legislature that the Legislative Council 

contract wit h  a nationally recognized scientific consulting firm to a s s i m i­

late and evaluate available information relating to "drug abuse" with the 

purpose of making recommendations to the Seventh Legislature, Second Session, 

on the retention or nonretention of our criminal laws p e r t aining to all drug 

activities and the report shall also make recommendations as to any changes 

that may be considered advisable in the attendant penalties.
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