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BY THE HEALTH,WELFARE AND
IN THE HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE BY REQUEST

HOUSE BI L L  NO. 586 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act creating a commission for the prevention of

cruelty to a n i m a l s ."

BE IT ENACTED B Y  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

C H A PTER 95. STATE COMMISSION F OR THE PREVENTION 

OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS.

Sec. 18.95.010. CREATION OF COMMISSION FOR PREVENTION OF CRUELTY 

TO ANIMALS. There is created in the Office of the Governor the State

Commission for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

Sec. 18.95.020. COMPOSITION AND APPOINTMENT. The commission 

consists of five members, including a veterinarian licensed in the 

state, a guide licensed in the state, a representative of the Alaska 

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and two members 

r epresentative of the interests of domestic animal owners. Members 

shall be a ppointed by the governor for overlapping five-year terms. 

Initial terms shall be as follows: one member:for one year, one member

for two years, one m ember for three years, one member for four years,

and one m e m b e r  for five years. The commission shall elect one of its

members as chairman.

S e c . 18.95.030. M E E T I N G S . The commission shall hold a regular 

m e e ting every three months and special meetings as necessitated by

sec. 80 of this chapter.

Sec. 18.95.040. COMPENSATION. The members of the commission, 

staff, and humane officers appointed by the commission for investigatory
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purposes are authorized per die m  and travel allowances allowable to 

members of other boards and commissions.

S e c . 18.95.050. REGULATIONS. The commission may promulgate 

regulations necessary to implement this chapter.

Sec. 18.95.060. POWERS AND D U T I E S . The commission shall

(1) appoint an executive director approved by the governor;

(2) hire administrative staff as may be necessary to carry 

out the functions of the commission;

(3) appoint humane officers for the purpose of investigating 

complaints filed under s e c . 70 of this chapter;

(4) accept complaints under s e c . 70 of this chapter;

(5) undertake a general investigation into the problems of 

mistreatment of domestic animals in the state, with the view to 

recommending a comprehensive plan or program for their alleviation;

(6) enlist the aid and cooperation of appropriate federal, 

state, local and independent agencies in the research, investigation, 

and coordination of projects, p r o g r a m s , or other matters relating to 

the prevention of cruelty to a n i m a l s ;

(7) hold h e a r i n g s , conduct i n v e s t i g a t i o n s , subpoena w i t­

nesses , take the testimony of persons under oath, administer o a t h s , 

and require the production of books or papers relating to a matter 

under investigation or in question before the commission.

S e c . 18.95.070. C O M P L A I N T . A person who believes that an act of 

cruelty to animals has been committed under AS 11.40.480 or AS 11.40.- 

500 - 11.40.530 may sign and file with the commission a written, 

verified complaint stating the particulars of the a c t .

S e c . 18.95.080. INVESTIGATION. The executive director, a member 

of the commission's staff designated by the executive director, or a 

humane officer appointed by the commission shall investigate the
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m a t t e r s  se t  out in a f i l e d  c o m p l a i n t ,  p r o m p t l y  a n d  i m p a r t i a l l y ,  a nd  I 

r e p o r t  his f i n d i n g s  to t h e  f u l l  c o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  or I

m a y  n o t  h o l d  a h e a r i n g  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h ' i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e a r i n g s  I 

s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  th e A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  j

Act (AS 44.6 2 ) .  If th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  to a m a j o r i t y  of the 

m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  tha t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  

s u b s t a n t i a l  e v i d e n c e ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  for the j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  

in w h i c h  t h e  a c t  o c c u r r e d  s h a l l  b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  n o t i f i e d .  The r e s u l t s  

of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h a l l  t h e n  be f o r w a r d e d  to the d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  i 

a n d  to t h e a p p r o p r i a t e  a n i m a l  c o n t r o l  a g e n c y  fo r  the  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  

in w h i c h  t h e  act o c c u r r e d .  H o w e v e r ,  if a m a j o r i t y  of th e m e m b e r s  of 

the c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e  tha t  l i t t l e  or no e v i d e n c e  s u p p o r t s  t h e  I

c o m p l a i n t ,  It s h a l l  be s u m m a r i l y  d i s m i s s e d .  N o t h i n g  in this c h a p t e r  

p r e c l u d e s  a p e r s o n  f r o m  f i l i n g  a c o m p l a i n t  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  a l ocal 

a n i m a l  c o n t r o l  c e n t e r  or h u m a n e  s o c i e t y  or w i t h  the a p p r o p r i a t e  law 

e n f o r c e m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  for t h e j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the act 

o c c u r r e d .

Sec. l8.95.090. RECORDS AND REPORTS. (a) The executive director 

shall keep appropriate records of each complaint filed with the 

commission under this chapter.

(b) T h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  sh a l l  su b m i t a n  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  t o  the J 

g o v e r n o r  a n d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h o w i n g  a b r i e f  h i s t o r y  of ea c h  

c o m p l a i n t  f i l e d  w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  w h e n  p o s s i b l e ,  its 

f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n .
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