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Introduced: 1/31/72
Referred: Resources

IN THE HOUSE ^  ^  j  ROSE

HOUSE BILL NO. 562

IN THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA 

SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to state parks; and providing for an

effective date."

BE IT E N A CTED BY THE L EGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 41.20 is amended by adding new sections to read:

Sec. 41.20.261. DESIGNATED STATE LAND AND WATER RESTRICTED TO USE 

AS A STATE PARK FOR WILDERNESS PURPOSES. (a) The presently state-ownec 

lands and waters, and all those acquired in the future by the state

lying w i t h i n  the parcels described in this section are designated as the

K achemak Bay State Wilderness Park. In order to protect and preserve 

these lands and waters for their unique and exceptional wilderness value 

the pa r k  is established and shall be managed as a wilderness park. The 

lands and waters lying w ithin the following described parcels are r e­

served from all uses incompatible with their primary function as a 

wilderness pa r k  and are assigned to the Department of Natural Resources 

for control and maintenance:

(1) Township 8 South, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian

Section 9: S 1/2

Section 10: S 1/2

Section 11: S 1/2

Section 12: S 1/2

Sections 13 - 16
Sections 19 - 36

(2) Township 9 South, Range 12 West, Seward Meridian

Section 7
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Section 8: S 1/2 and NW 1/4

Section 13: S 1/2 

Section 14: S 1/2 

Sections 15 - 36

(3) T o w n s h i p  9 South, R a n g e  13 W e s t,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

Section 11: NE 1/4

Sections 12 - 13

(4) Township 10 South, Range 9 West, Seward Meridian

Sections 5 - 7
(5) Township 10 South, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian

(6) Township 10 South, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian

(7) Township 10 South, Range 12 West, Seward Meri d i a n

(8) Township 11 South, Range 10 West, Seward Meri d i a n

(9) Township 11 South, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian

(10) Township 11 South, Range 12 West, Seward Meridian

Sections 1 - 1 0  

Section 11: W  1/2 and E 1/2

Sections 12 - 17 

Sections 21 - 24

(b) The following public domain lands shall be selected by the 

state, and classified as wilderness park lands and designated as part 

of Kachemak Bay State Park immediately upon receipt of management 

authority by the state;

(1) Township 8 South, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian 

Sections 4 - 5  

Section 7: S 1/2

Sections 8 - 9  

Sections 16 - 21 

Sections 2 8 - 3 3  
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(2) T o w n s h i p  9 South, R a n g e  10 W e s t , S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n :  W  1/2 j

(3) T o w n s h i p  9 South, R a n g e  11 W es t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  I

(c) L a n d s  l y i n g  w i t h i n  the p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  in (a) and  (b) of 

thi s s e c t i o n ,  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e r e  are v a l i d  e n t r i e s  or u p o n  w h i c h  t h e r e  

are v a l i d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  fo r  l e a s e s  f i l e d  u n d e r  AS 3 8 , 0 5 b e f o r e  M a r c h  9* 

1972 or w h i c h  are w i t h d r a w n  fo r  or s e l e c t e d  by N a t i v e  v i l l a g e  or 

r e g i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  u n d e r  secs, 11, 12 a n d  14 of the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  Clai

S e t t l e m e n t  A ct  (P.L, 9 2 - 2 0 3 ) ,  ar e  e x c e p t e d  f r o m  (a) an d  (b) of t his

s e c t io n ;  h o w e v e r ,  if a n y  l a n d s  e x c e p t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  are 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e l i n q u i s h e d  to the state, t h e y  s h a l l  be i n c l u d e d  as p art 

of K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  W i l d e r n e s s  Park.

(d) N o t h i n g  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  p r o h i b i t s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P i s h  and 

Ga m e  f r o m  e n g a g i n g  in s t r e a m  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  e n h a n c e m e n t  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  

u n d e r  AS 1 6 . 0 5 . 0 9 2  o n  l a n d s  l y i n g  w i t h i n  th e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  in (a) 

a n d  (b) of t h i s  s e c tion.

Sec. 4 1 . 2 0 . 4 5 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S ,  As u s e d  in t h i s  c h a p t e r

(1) " s c e n i c  p a r k "  m e a n s  r e l a t i v e l y  s p a c i o u s  a r e a s  of  o u t­

s t a n d i n g  n a t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  w h e r e  m a j o r  v a l u e s  are in t h e i r  n a t u r a l  

g e o l o g i c a l ,  f a u n a l  or f l o r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  w h i c h  is 

d i r e c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o w a r d  t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  its o u t s t a n d i n g  n a t u r a l  

f e a t u r e s  a n d  w h e r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  is m i n i m a l  an d o n l y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of 

m a k i n g  th e  a r e a s  a v a i l a b l e  for p u b l i c  e n j o y m e n t  in a m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  the p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  th e  n a t u r a l  v a l u e s  s u c h  as campi n g ,  p i c n i c k i n g ,  

s i g h t s e e i n g ,  n a t u r e  st u d y,  h i k i n g ,  r i d i n g  a n d  r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  

i n v o l v e  no m a j o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  lands, f o r e s t s  o r  w a t e rs ,  and 

w i t h o u t  e x t e n s i v e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  f e a t u r e s  or f o rm s  of

r e c r e a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  are p r i m a r i l y  of u r b a n  c h a r a c t e r s ;

(2) " w i l d e r n e s s  p a r k "  m e a n s  a n  a r e a  w h o s e  p r e d o m i n a n t  

c h a r a c t e r  is t he  r e s u l t  of the i n t e r p l a y  o f  n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  large
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enough and so situated as to be unaffected, except in minor ways, by

what takes place in the nonwilderness around it, a physical condition

which activates the innermost emotions of the observer and where 

development of man-made objects will be strictly limited and depend 

entirely on good taste and judgment so that the wilderness values are 

not lost.

* Sec. 2, This Act takes effect on the day after its passage and

approval or on the day it becomes law without approval.
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