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IN THE HOUSE BY THE COMMERCE COMMITTEE

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 297 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act c r e a t i n g  the P u b l i c  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n .’

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 44.19 is amended by adding new sections in art. 7 to 

read:

A R T I C L E  7. P U B L I C  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  C O M M I S S I O N  [ E M P L O Y M E N T  

A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I S S I O N ] .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 4 6 1 .  P U B L I C  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  C O M M I S S I O N .  T here is

c r e a t e d  in the O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r  the P u b l i c  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

C o m m i s s i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 4 7 1 .  M E M B E R S H I P  A N D  T E R M  OF OFFI C E.  (a) The c o m m i s­

sio n  c o n s i s t s  o f  n i n e  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by the  governor,, w i t h o u t  

r e g a r d  to p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  by a m a j o r i t y  

of th e  m e m b e r s  of th e l e g i s l a t u r e  in j o i nt  sessi o n .  In m a k i n g  a p p o i n t­

me n t s  to t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  the g o v e r n o r  s ha l l  giv e  due c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  s u c h  fi e l ds  as h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  e l e m e n t a r y  and 

s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n ,  c o m m e r c i a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  p u b l i c  

w o r k s ,  labor, c o m m e r c e  and the p r o f e s s i o n s .  M e m b e r s  s erve at the 

p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r .  •

(b) The m e m b e r s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  s hall s e r ve  s t a g g e r e d  t erms of 

five ye a r s ,  w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a l  t e rm s  d e t e r m i n e d  by lot.

Sec. 44.. 19 .481. C O M P E N S A T I O N  A N D  E X P E N S E S .  M e m b e r s  of the c o m­

m i s s i o n  r e c e i v e  n o  salary, but are e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m  and t r a v e l  

e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by law for o t h e r  c o m m i s s i o n s .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 4 9 1 .  CHA I RM A N .  At the first m e e t i n g ,  the c o m m i s s i o n
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s h a l l  e l e c t  a c h a i r m a n  f r o m  a m o n g  Its m e m b e r s  to s e r v e  f o r  on e  y e a r .

A c h a i r m a n  m a y  be e l e c t e d  and serve fo r  m o r e  t h a n  one c o n s e c u t i v e  term.

Sec. 4 4 . 19 . 5 0 1 .  G E N E R A L  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  OF C O M M I S S I O N .  (a)

Th e  c o m m i s s i o n  may

(1) e s t a b l i s h  a t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e m  f o r  the state;

(2) lease, p u r c h a s e ,  c o n s t r u c t ,  own, o pe r a t e ,  m a n a g e  and 

be the l i c e n s e e  of b r o a d c a s t i n g  s t a t io n s ,  p r o d u c t i o n  c e n t e r s ,  and all 

o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  a nd  e q u i p m e n t  n e e d e d  fo r  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of an i n t e­

g r a t e d  s t a t e w i d e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  system, i n c l u d i n g  l o n g - l i n e ,  

s a t e l l i t e ,  m i c r o w a v e ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  radio, t e l e g r a p h  and f a c s i m i l e  I 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(3) a pp l y  for a n d  r e c e i v e  f r o m  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  or

its a g e n c i e s  the status of " a u t h o r i z e d  u s e r "  a n d  w h a t e v e r  o t h e r

a p p r o v a l  is n e e d e d  to c o n s t r u c t  and o p e r a t e  a t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  |
I

s y s t e m  in the state;

(4) a pply f o r  a n d  r e c e i v e  f r o m  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  its 

a g e n c i e s ,  or f r o m  o t h e r  p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  s o ur c e s ,  gifts, g r a n t s ,  or 

o t h e r  aids a v a i l a b l e  in o r d e r  to carry out the p r o v i s i o n s  of secs.

461 - 551 of thi s  chapter. Th e  c o m m i s s i o n  ma y  use a gift, g r an t  and 

o t h e r  aid s u b j ec t  to r e a s o n a b l e  l i m i t a t i o n s  i m p o s e d  by the gr a n t o r .

(b) The c o m m i s s i o n  s hall

(1) f o r m u l a t e  a c o n t i n u i n g  p r o g r a m  f o r  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of

an i n t e g r a t e d  s t a t e w i d e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  system, i n c l u d i n g  l o n g - l i n e ,  

s a t e l l i t e ,  m i c r o w a v e ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  radio, t e l e g r a p h  and f a c s i m i l e  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(2) k e e p  c u r r e n t l y  i n f o r m e d  of all local, n a t i o n a l  and 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a f f e c t i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  in Alaska, 

a n d  be r e s p o n s i b l e  for b r i e f i n g  the g o v e r n o r  on t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  

impa c t ;  j
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(3) conceive, review and recommend state policies to the 

governor for the regulation and development of all phases of communi­

cations in the state;

(4) institute a p r o g r a m  of standardization of state communi­

cation equipment to provide for an efficient integration of communica­

tions throughout the state;

(5) coordinate among state agencies telecommunication 

p r o gram creation and broadcasting;

(6) provide and institute immediately a statewide emergency 

communications network system, including medical support, civil defense 

and other emergency communications;

(7) assist the attorney general in preparing for proceedings 

on telecommunications before the Alaska Public Utilities Commission 

and the Federal Communications Commission;

(8) to the extent allowed by the Federal Communications 

Commission, provide for the assignment of telecommunications fre­

quencies to intrastate users of telecommunications equipment;

Sec. 4^1.19.511. D U T I E S  AN D  P O W E R S  O F  C O M M I S S I O N  W I T H  R E S P E C T  TO 

E D U C A T I O N A L  B R O A D C A S T I N G .  (a) T h e  P u b l i c  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  

s h a l l

(1) develop educational broadcast service to the public 

schools of the state, institutions of higher education, children of 

preschool age, and supply programs of educational value to the general 

public;

(2) initiate' all applications for educational broadcasting 

licenses submitted to the Federal Communications Commission on behalf 

of the state;

(3) control and supervise the use of broadcasting channels 

reserved for the state by the Federal Communications Commission for
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(4) provide consultative services in all aspects of e d u­

cational broadcasting to all public or private agencies in the state 

which request them;

(5) serve as a library and clearinghouse for information 

on broadcasting for educational and public purposes;

(6) receive all federal, state or private funds, property 

or assistance that may be appropriated, granted or otherwise made 

available to the state for educational broadcasting purposes at all 

levels of education, and use and disburse funds and property for 

purposes consistent with the terms of this chapter, 'subject to reasonab 

limitations imposed by the grantor;

(7) initiate all state applications for federal or private 

funds, and receive for review and approval all applications for

state participation if the applications involve any form of educational 

b r o a d c a s t i n g ,

(b) The commission may

(1) lease, purchase, construct, own, operate, manage

and be the licensee of educational broadcasting stations, production 

centers, and all other related equipment and facilities necessary to 

provide fully effective educational broadcasting in the state;

(2) perform all other functions necessary to insure the 

orderly and coordinated development of educational broadcasting in the 

s t a t e .

Sec. 44.19.521. ADMINISTRATIVE POWERS OF THE COMMISSION. The 

commission may

(1) employ all consultative, technical and clerical p e r s o n­

nel necessary for the implementation of this chapter, within the 

limits of available f u n d s ;
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(2) employ a director, who shall be directly responsible 

to the commission in financial and administrative matters;

(3) appoint unpaid advisory committees to assist in

development of programs for instructional and public television

broadcasts;

(4) adopt regulations necessary to carry out the powers and 

duties of the commission.

Sec. 44.19.531. COMMERCIAL BROADCASTING. Nothing in secs. 46l - 

551 of this chapter may be construed to restrict or control commercial 

broadcast stations or companies operating or licensed in the state.

Sec. 44.19.541. UTILITIES REGULATION. Nothing in secs. 46l - 

551 of this chapter may be construed to exempt or supersede regulatory 

ju r isdiction as established in AS 42.05.

Sec. 44.19.551. DEFINITIONS. In secs. 46l - 551 of this chapter

(1) "commission" means the Public Communications Commission;

(2) "educational broadcasting" means noncommercial tr a n s­

mission, p r o g r a m m i n g  or distribution intended to serve an educational, 

public or instructional purpose and includes, but is not limited to, 

television and radio transmission by 2,500 to 2 , 6 9 0  megahertz, closed 

circuit or microwave video and audio programming, slow-scan television 

programming, and satellite, teletype or facsimile transmission and 

distri b u t i o n  methods;

(3) "telecommunications" means the transmission and recep­

tion of messages, impressions, pictures and signals by means of 

electricity, electromagnetic waves and any other kind of energy, 

force variations or impulses w h e t h e r  conveyed by cable, wire, radiated 

through space, or transmitted through other media within a specified 

area or b e t ween designated points.

Sec. 2. AS 14,58 is repealed.
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