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IN THE HOUSE

Introduced: 3/10/71
Referred: Commerce and
Finance

T U L ABY GUE^S AND

HOUSE BILL NO#'''*’’̂

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S T A T &  OF ALASKA 

SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act creating the Public \Communications Commission."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF AQASKA:

K Section 1. AS 44.19 is amended by adding new |ections in art. 7 to 

r e a d :

ARTICLE 7. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS COjlMISSION [EMPLOYMENT

ADVISORY COMMISSION].

Sec. 44.19.461. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION. There is

created in the Office of the Governor the Publifc Communications 

C o m m i s s i o n .

Sec. 44.19.471. MEMBERSHIP AND TE R M  OF OifFICE.S (a) The c

sion consists of nine members appointed by the {governor, witho

regard to political affiliation, subject to confirmation by a majority 

of the members of the legislature in joint sesston. In making appoint

1 S -

5 due consideration to 

. ;ion, elementary and 

>.iblic health, public 

nbers serve at the

ments to the commission, the governor shall giv 

representation from such fields as higher educa 

secondary education, commercial broadcasting, p 

works, labor, commerce and she professions. Mefi 

pleasure of the governor.

(b) The members of the commission shall djerve staggered terms of 

five years, with the initial terms determined qy lot.

Sec. 44.19.481. C O M P E N S A T I O N  A N D  EX P E N S E S .  M e m b e r s  of the c o m­

m i s s i o n  r e c e i v e  no salary, hut are e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m  a n d  t r a v e l  

e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by law for o t h e r  c o m m issions

Sec. 44.19.491. CHA I R M A N.  At the first m e e t i n g ,  fthe commissi!
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shall elect a chairman from among its members to serve for one year.

A l"\ o 1 VIVH o v-\ vm <-1 T r ' UU ilD CUUH V tJ

Sec. 114.19.501. GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMISSION. (a)

The commission may

(1) establish a telecommunications system for the state;

(2) l e a s e , purchase, c o n s t r u c t , own, o p e r a t e , manage and 

be the licensee of broadcasting ^stations, production centers, and all 

other facilities and equipment needed for the development of an i n t e­

grated statewide telecommunications system, including long-line, 

s a t e l l i t e s microwave, television,, radio, telegraph and facsimile 

communications;

■ (3) apply for and receive from the federal government or 

its agencies the status of "authorized user" and whatever other 

approval is needed to construct and operate a telecommunication 

system in the state;

(4) apply for and receive from t h e .federal government, its 

agencies, or from other public or private sources, gifts, grants, or 

other aids available in order to carry out the provisions of secs.

461 - 53-1 of this chapter. The department may use a gift, grant and 

other aid subject to reasonable, limitations Imposed by the grantor.

(b). The commission shall

(1) institute a program, of standardization of state c o m m u n i­

cation equipment to provide for an efficient integration of comm u n i c a­

tions throughout the state;

(2)1 advise and recommend state policies to the governor for 

the development of all phases of communications.In the state;

(3) formulate a continuing program for the development of 

an integrated statewide telecommunications system, including long-line, 

satellite, microwave, television, radio, telegraph and facsimile

HB 297 -2-.
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(4) p r o v i d e  a n d  i n s t i t u t e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a s t a t e w i d e  e m e r g e n c y  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e t w o r k 'system, i n c l u d i n g  m e d i c a l  su p p o r t ,  c i v i l  d e f e n s e  

an d  o t h e r  e m e r g e n c y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(5) p r o v i d e  for the a s s i g n m e n t  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f r e­

qu e n c i e s  to i n t r a s t a t e  u s e r s  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  e q u i p m e n t ;

(6) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  out the p o w e r s  and 

d u t i e s  of the c o m m i s s i o n .

Sec. 44.19.511.' D U T I E S  A N D  P O W E R S  O F  C O M M I S S I O N  W I T H  R E S P E C T  TO 

E D U C A T I O N A L  B R O A D C A S T I N G .  (a) The P u b l i c  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  

s h a l l

(1) c o n t r o l  an d  s u p e r v i s e  the use of b r o a d c a s t i n g  c h a n n e l s  

r e s e r v e d  by the F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  for e d u c a t i o n a l  

b r o a d c a s t i n g  p u r p o s e s ;

(2) i n i t i a t e  or r e c e i v e  for r e v i e w  an d  a p p r o v a l  all a p p l i­

cat i o n s  for e d u c a t i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  l i c e n s e s  s u b m i t t e d  to t h e  F e d e r a l  

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  fo r  or on b e h a l f  of an e l e m e n t a r y  sc ho o l  

system, c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e ,  i n s t i t u t i o n  of h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g ,  p r i v a t e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  n o n p r o f i t  c o m m u n i t y  or m u n i c i p a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

in the state;

(3) i n i t i a t e  or r e c e i v e  for r e v i e w  and  a p p r o v a l  al l  a p p l i­

ca t i o n s  for f ed e r a l ,  state or p r i v a t e  f unds if the a p p l i c a t i o n s  involve 

an y  f o r m  of e d u c a t i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g ;

(4) r e c e i v e  all  feder a l ,  s tate or p r i v a t e  funds, p r o p e r t y  

or a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  m a y  be a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  g r a n t e d  or o t h e r w i s e  m ade 

a v a i l a b l e  to the d e p a r t m e n t  for e d u c a t i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  p u r p o s e s  at 

all le v e l s  of e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  use and d i s b u r s e  funds an d  p r o p e r t y  for 

p u r p o s e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  trie t e r m s  of thi s  c ha pter, s u b j e ct  to r e a s o n­

able l i m i t a t i o n s  i m p o s e d  by the g r a n to r ;

_3 _  HB 297
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ru iL u a o x u n a i u l'uauo ai.

(5) p r o v i d e  c o n s u l t a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  in all a s p e c t s  of

y  r, "1 “I v m K l  n o ,-s -v-s nn i*  -iro f  O O p'OVCP ‘i Cl Q 1 P
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2m;

(6) s erve as a l i b r a r y  an d  c l e a r i n g h o u s e  for i n f o r m a t i o n  

on b r o a d c a s t i n g  for e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e s ;

(7) hav e  the final a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  the b r o a d c a s t i n g  p o l i c y  

p r o g r a m m i n g ;  and

(8) p e r f o r m  all o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to i n s u r e  the 

o r d e r l y  an d  c o o r d i n a t e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of e d u c a t i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  in 

the state.

(b) The c o m m i s s i o n  me.y

(1) l e a s e , p u r c h a s e ,  c o n st r u c t ,  own, o p e r a t e ,  m a n a g e  and 

be the l i c e n s e e  of e d u c a t i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  s t a t i on s ,  p r o d u c t i o n  

centers, an d  all o t h e r  r e l a t e d  e q u i p m e n t  an d  f a c i l i t i e s  for the p r o­

d u c t i o n  a n d  t r a n s m i s s i o n  of o p e n  c i r cuit, c l o s e d  c i r cuit, 2 , 5 0 0  

M e g a h e r t z ,  and o t h e r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  m e a n s n e c e s s a r y  to p r o v i d e  fully 

e f f e c t i v e  educational b r o a d c a s t i n g  in the state;

(2) a p p o i n t  u n p a i d  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  to a s si s t  in d e v e l­

opm e n t  of p r o g r a m s  for i n s t r u c t i o n a l  and p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n  b r o a d c a s t s .

Sec. 7 7.19.521. .COMMERCIAL B R O A D C A S T I N G .  N o t h i n g  In secs. 76l - 

531 of this c h a p t e r  m a y  be c o n s t r u e d  to r e s t r i c t  or c o n t r o l  c o m m e r c i a l  

b r o a d c a s t  s t a t i o n s  or c o m p a n i e s  o p e r a t i n g  or l i c e n s e d  in the state.

S e c . 7 7.19.531. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In s e c s . 76l - 531 of this c h a p t e r

(1) " c o m m i s s i o n 1' m e a n s  the Pu b l i c  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n ;

(2) "educational b r o a d c a s t i n g "  i n c l u d e s ,  but is not l i m i t e d  

to, t e l e v i s i o n  and r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n  by 2 , 5 0 0  M e g a h e r t z ,  c l o s e d  c i r c u it  

or m i c r o w a v e  v id e o  a n d  a u di o  p r o g r a m m i n g ,  s l o w - s c a n  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o g r a m­

ming, p r o g r a m m i n g  vi a  s a t el l i t e ,  t e l e t y p e  or f a c s i m i l e  transmission, 

an d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  m e t h o d s ,  v he n  the transmission., p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d

_i|_

<&!■



d i s tribution are intended to serve a noncommercial educational, public 

or instructional purpose.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.58 is repealed.
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