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THE HOUSE BY THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 258 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A 

SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

1 an Act entitled: "An Act authorizing borough assemblymen representing

a first class city to be elected by city voters rather 

than being appointed by and from city councils; and 

p roviding for an effective date."

IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 07.20.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 07.20.020. ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT. (a)_ Members of the 

assembly are appointed or elected according to the apportionment 

determined by the incorporation petition approved by the voters until 

the assembly is reapportioned. Members representing first class 

cities are reappointed by and from the city councils, unless provided 

otherwise by city charter or ordinance approved by referendum of the 

first class city voters and providing for direct election of assemblymen 

from the city by the qualified voters of the c i t y .

(b) Members representing the area outside first class cities 

are elected by a nd from the qualified voters o f  the area outside first 

class cities .

(c) The council of each first class city located within an 
—  :                        1   ------

organized borough already incorporated on the effective date of this

Act shall, at a special election following the effective date of this

Act and occurring before the next regular city e l e c t i o n , submit to the

qualified city voters an ordinance providing for direct election of 

a s s e m b l ymen under t h i s section. I f ratified by a majority of the 

voters* the ordinance shall take effect beginning with the next regular
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city electron,, ex c e pt  that a c o u n c i l m a n  s e l e c t e d  by the c o u n c i  1 to 

represent' the city on the a s s e m b l y  and s e r v i n g  t h e  t e r m  for w h i c h  

s e l e c t e d  on the e f f e c t i v e  date' of t h i s  'A'c't' m a y  c o m p l e t e  that  t e r m  

w i t h o u t  s t a n d i n g  for e l e c t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i on', If Joe v a c a tes h is 

of f ic e  b e f o r e  the e x p i r a t i o n  of the term,' the' c o u n c i l  s hall a p p o i n t  a 

s u c c e s s o r  to' serve until' the' next r e g u l a r  c ity e l e c t i o n ,  at w h i c h  tim e  

an a s s e m b l y m a n  s hall be' 'erected by the q u a l i f i e d  c ity v o ters to c o m p lete 

the 'remainder o f  the unexp'ired t e r m  or s erve a, n e w  term,, as t h e case m a y  

b e .

(d) 'Notwithstanding p r o v i s i o n s  of secs, 40. 50 a n d  70(3) o f  this

c h a p t e r j provision's^ of law or c h a r t e r  g o v e r n i n g  n o m i n a t i o n s , q u a l l f l c  a -

tion's,' e l e c t i o n  dates, terms of office,, r emov a l , a nd  f i l l i n g  of vacancies

w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  city c o u n c i l m e n  a p p l y also to b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y m e n

e l e c t ed b y  cit y  v o t e r s  u n d e r t h is s e ction,

(e) 'An o r d i n a n c e  a p p r o v e d  by the v o te r s  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m a y  not 

be r e p e a l e d  or a m e n d e d  by the co u n c i l  but is sub j e c t to I n i t i a t i v e _and 

r e f e r e n d u m  as in the case of o t h e r  c ity o r d i n a n c e s . I n i t i a tive or 

r e f e r e n d u m  r e sults w h i c h  have the e f f e c t  o f r e p e a l i n g  or a m e n d i n g _ a n  

o r d i n a n c e' u n d e r  this' s e c t i o n b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  b e g l n n i ng_with__the next_ 

r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n to the  b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y ^  e x c e p t that the t e r m s of 

e le c t ed  a s s e m b l y m e n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the city at t he time__of r e p e a l o f the 

o r d i n a n ce _are_ not a f f e c t e d .

(f ) N o t h i n g  in this s e c t i o n  p r e v e n t s  a c a n d i d a t e  fr o m  s e e k i n g

election o r  s e r v i n g  as b o t h  a. b o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y m a n  and city c o u n c i l m a n

* Sec. 2. A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  OP ACT. This Act is i n t e n d e d  to a p p l y  to 

s s e m b l y m e n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  g e n e r a l  law first class cities an d  first class 

ities w h i c h  hav e  a d o p t e d  a h ome rule charter.

* Sec. 3. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. This Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  at the time an d  u p o n  

he c o n d i t i o n  that an a m e n d m e n t  to the state c o n s t i t u t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  the
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election of borough assemblymen to represent a first class city, rather 

than their appointment by and from the city council, is ratified by the 

people and becomes effective.
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