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HOUSE BILL NO. 237 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing an Alaska Public Land Law Review

Commission."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 38 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

CHAPTER 27. ALASKA PUBLIC LAND LAW REVIEW COMMISSION.

Sec. 38.27.010. DECLARATION OF PURPOSE. It is the purpose of

this Act to e stablish a commission to study existing state and federal

statutes and regulations relating to the classification and a d m inis­

tration of public land, in order to develop recommendations for a 

c oordinated and comprehensive land use plan for the state, governing 

the wise and beneficial use, in the public interest, of all state and 

federal public land in the state, and to facilitate communication with 

other states as to federal public land classification and review.

Sec. 38.27.020. CREATION OF THE COMMISSION. There is created 

the Alaska Public Land Law Review Commission to exercise the duties 

and powers conferred upon it by this chapter.

Sec. 38.27.030.' COMPOSITION OF COMMISSION. (a) The commission 

consists of 19 persons, appointed by the governor and confirmed by a 

majority of the members of the legislature in joint session. The com­

mission shall include five representatives from the general public, 

two representatives from federal agencies, and one representative 

from each of the following fields:

(1) oil and gas;

(2) planning and zoning;
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13 ) m i n i n g ;

(4) ec o l o g y ;

(5) b a n k i n g ;

(6) c o n s e r v a t i o n ;

(7) r e c r e a t i o n ;

(8) c o m m e r c i a l  f i s hing;

(9) ed u c a t i o n ;

(10) labor;

(11) p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s ;

(12) ' i n d u s t r y .

(b) The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  select one of its m e m b e r s  to s erve as 

chairman.

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m eet at suc h t i m es  and p l a c e s  as c i r c u m­

stances require.

(d) T e n  m e m b e r s  c o n s t i t u t e  a quorum;, but a s m a l l e r  nu m b e r ,  as 

d e t e r m i n e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n ,  m a y  c o n d u c t  h e a r i ng s .

See. 3 8.27.040. C O M P E N S A T I O N  A N D  P E R  DIEM. M e m b e r s  of the c o m­

m i s s i o n  serve w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  but are e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m  an d

t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by law  for o t h e r  b o a r d s  and c o m m i s s i o n s .

Sec. 38.27.050. S T A F F  A N D  L I A I S O N  P E R SO N N E L .  (a) Th e  c o m m i s s i o n  

m a y  e m p l o y  s u f f i c i e n t  s t a f f  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y out the p r o v i s i o n s  of 

secs. 10 - 80 of this chapter.

(b) The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a ll  r e q u e s t  the h e a d  of e a c h  f e d er a l  d e p a r t­

me n t  or i n d e p e n d e n t  a g e n c y  w h i c h  has an i n t e r e s t  in or r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

w i t h  r e s p e c t  to the r e t e n t i o n ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  or d i s p o s i t i o n  of f e d e r a l  

p u b l i c  land In the state, to a p p o i n t  a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  to w o r k  c l o s e l y  

w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  its s t a f f  in p e r f o r m i n g  its d u t i e s  u n d e r  sec. 6 Oj 

of t his chapter.

Sec. 3 8.27.060. D U TI E S  OF TH E  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) The c o m m i s s i o n  
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s h a l l

(1) s t u d y  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  

t h e  r e t e n t i o n ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  p u b l i c  

l a n d  I n  t h e  s t a t e ;

(2) r e v i e w  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  

c o n c e r n i n g  p u b l i c  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  as t h e y  

r e l a t e  t o  t h e  r e t e n t i o n ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h a t  l a n d ;

(3) c o m p i l e  d a t a  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e v a l u a t e  a n d  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

v a r i o u s  d e m a n d s  o n  e x i s t i n g  p u b l i c  l a n d ;

(4) r e c o m m e n d  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  in e x i s t i n g  p o l i c i e s ,  l a w s ,  

r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  sec. 10 of  

t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(5) c o o r d i n a t e  e f f o r t s  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e s  f o r  a w i s e  a n d  

b e n e f i c i a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  f e d e r a l  l a n d .  I

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l ,  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  J a n u a r y  15, 1 9 7 3 ,  1

s u b m i t  a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  I 

s h a l l  c e a s e  t o  e x i s t  s i x  m o n t h s  a f t e r  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  i t s  r e p o r t .

Sec .  3 8 . 2 7 . 0 7 0 .  P O W E R S  O F  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  

h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  o n  m a t t e r s  i m p o r t a n t  to i ts d u t i e s  u n d e r  s e cs. 10 4 

80 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  It s h a l l  g i v e  at  l e a s t  30 d a y s  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  

b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  o f  e a c h  h e a r i n g .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  r e c e i v e  t e s t i m o n y  

f r o m  a n y  p a r t y  i n  i n t e r e s t  w h o  a p p e a r s  b e f o r e  it  a n d  c o m p e l  t h e  a t t e n­

d a n c e  o f  w i t n e s s e s ;  h o w e v e r ,  p r e s e n c e  o f  w i t n e s s e s  m a y  n o t  be  r e q u i r e d  

at a  h e a r i n g  h e l d  o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  w i t n e s s  is f o u n d ,  

r e s i d e s ,  o r  t r a n s a c t s  b u s i n e s s .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  is a u t h o r i z e d '  to  s e c u r e  f r o m  a n y  s t a t e  

d e p a r t m e n t ,  a g e n c y ,  o r  c o m m i s s i o n  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  it c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s -  j 

s a r y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  d u t i e s  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  I n f o r m a t i o n  p r o t e c t e d )  

b y  s t a t u t e  a s  c o n f i d e n t i a l  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  c o n f i d e n t i a l  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .
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(1) "commission" means the Alaska Public Land Lav; Review 

Commission;

(2) "public land" means all unoccupied state and federal 

land not privately owned in the state and otherwise known as the public 

domain.
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