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Original sponsor: Rules Committee by
request of the Governor

Offered: 4/16/71
Referred: Finance

IN TH E  H O U S E  B Y  TH E L O C A L  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. l6l

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act p r o v i d i n g  f o r  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of r e g i o n a l

s e r v i c e  a r e a s  in th e  u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h ;  and p r o -

* v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 07 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  7. R E G I O N A L  S E R V I C E  A R E A S  IN THE 

U N O R G A N I Z E D  B O RO U G H .

Sec. 0 7 . 0 7 . 0 1 0 .  P U R P O S E ,  (a) T h i s  c h a p t e r  p r o v i d e s  for r e g i o n a l  

s e r v i c e  a r e a s  in th e  u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  an d  p r e s c r i b e s  the s t r u c t u r e  

a n d  d e s c r i b e s  th e  f u n c t i o n s  of r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  areas. Its b a s i c  

p u r p o s e  is to s t i m u l a t e  the  e c o n o m i c  an d  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the 

u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  a n d  th e  achievemer'- of s a t i s f a c t o r y  le v e l s  of I

l i v i n g  f o r  th e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  the u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h .  Its s p e c i f i c  

p u r p o s e s  are to p r o m o t e

(1) s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  r e g i o n a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s  fo r  p l a n n i n g  and 

c o o r d i n a t i n g  f ed eral, state, an d  o t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  r e l a t e d  to e c o n o m i c  

and s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  so that thi s  a s s i s t a n c e ,  t h r o u g h  the e f f o r t s  

of  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  and a f f e c t e d  

c i t i z e n s ,  ca n  be m a d e  m o r e  r e s p o n s i v e  to l o c a l  n e e d s  and c o n d i t i o n s ;

(2) b e t t e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a ra n g e  of s e r v i c e s  r e l a t e d  to 

the n e e d s  o f  the u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h ;

(3) g r e a t e r  use, s u b je c t  to a d e q u a t e  e v a l u a t i o n ,  of ne w  

t y p e s of s e r v i c e s  a n d  i n n o v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s  in a t t a c k i n g  the p r o b l e m s  

o f  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ;
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(4) the d e v e l o p m e n t  an d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a l l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  

p r o j e c t s  d e s i g n e d  to serve the r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  

w i t h  the m a x i m u m  f e a s i b l e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of r e s i d e n t s  of th e  a re a s  

s e r v e d .

(b) It is f u r t h e r  d e c l a r e d  to be t h e  p u r p o s e  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  to 

p r o v i d e  f o r  m e a s u r e s  to e n a b l e  the r e s i d e n t s  of  th e  u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  

to r e m a i n  in s u c h  areas. It is not t h e  p u r p o s e  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  to e n­

cou r a g e  the r e s i d e n t s  of th e u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  to m i g r a t e  to u r b a n  

a r e a s , i n a s m u c h  as it is th e f i n d i n g  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  that s u c h  

m i g r a t i o n  is o f t e n  not in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the r e s i d e n t s  of the 

u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h .

Sec. 0 7 . 0 7 . 0 2 0 .  R E G I O N A L  S E R V I C E  AREAS. Th e  d i r e c t o r  of the 

L o c a l  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  is a u t h o r i z e d  to e s t a b l i s h ,  a l t e r  or a b o l i s h  

r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  a reas in the u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  u p o n  r e q u e s t  of a 

m a j o r i t y  of th e r e g i s t e r e d  vo t e r s  in t he  area. The s t a n d a r d s  s h a l l 

i n c l u d e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  g e o g r a p h y ,  ec o nomy, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and o t h e r  factor: 

d e t e r m i n e d  by th e  d i r e c t o r  of the L o c a l  A f f a i r s  Agenc y .  E a c h  r e g i o n a l  

s e r v i c e  a r e a  s h a l l  e m b r a c e  an a r e a  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t s  

to the m a x i m u m  d eg r e e  p o s s i b l e .

Sec. 07 . 0 7 . 0 3 0 .  R E G I O N A L  S E R V I C E  A R E A  C O M M I S S I O N S . E a c h  r e g i o n a l  

s e r v i c e  a r e a  s h a l l  h a v e  a c o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h  s h a l l  be so c o n s t i t u t e d  

that e a c h  c ity or v i l l a g e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n d e r  s t a t e  or f e d e r a l  law 

w i t h i n  the r e g i o n a l  se r v i c e  a rea m a y  h a v e  one m e m b e r  on the c o m m i s s i o n  

d e s i g n a t e d  by th e  city or v il lage. The r e m a i n d e r  o f  the m e m b e r s  s h a ll  

be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of o t h e r  m a j o r  g r o u p s  or i n t e r e s t s  i n  the r e g i o n a l  

se r v i c e  a r e a  as d e s i g n a t e d  by the d i r e c t o r  of the L o c a l  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y ,  

E a c h  m e m b e r  of the c o m m i s s i o n  s hall r e s i d e  in the r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  a rea 

he serves.

Sec. 0 7 . 0 7 . 0 4 0 .  E L E C T E D  C O M M I S S I O N S .  (a) T h e  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  
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o f  a r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  a r e a  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  elect 

the r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  a r e a  c o m m i s s i o n  if

(1) t h e  r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  a r e a  ha s  a r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  

i n c l u d i n g  at l e a s t  50 q u a l i f i e d  vote rs ;  a n d

(2). t h e  d i r e c t o r  of th e  L o c a l  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  finds an 

e l e c t e d  c o m m i s s i o n  t o  be in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of the r e s i d e n t s  of 

the s e r v i c e  area; or

(3) at l e a s t  f ive p e r  cent of the q u a l i f i e d  vo t e r s  o f  the 

r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  a r e a  s i g n  an d  submit a p e t i t i o n  to the d i r e c t o r  of 

the L o c a l  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  r e q u e s t i n g  a r e f e r e n d u m  on t he  q u e s t i o n  of 

w h e t h e r  t h e r e  s h a l l  b e  an e l e c t e d  r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  c o m m i s s i o n  and the 

m a j o r i t y  of the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  in the r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e a re a  f a v o r 

an e l e c t e d  c o m m i s s i o n  b y  s u c h  r e f e r e n d u m .

(b) T h e  d i r e c t o r  of th e  L o c a l  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  s hall c o n d u c t  the 

r e f e r e n d u m  a u t h o r i z e d  by (a)(3) o f  this s e c t i o n  w i t h i n  90 days of the 

r e c e i p t  of a p e t i t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  u n d e r  (a)(3) of this section.

Sec. O 7 .O7 .O5 O. F U N C T I O N S  OF C O M M I S S I O N S .  In c a r r y i n g  out the 

p u r p o s e s  of this c ha p t e r ,  e a c h  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to its 

r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  a r e a

(1) p a r t i c i p a t e  in the d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  and 

e v a l u a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  and p r o j e c t s  w h i c h  r e l a t e  to the e c o n o m i c  

a n d  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  in tha t  s e r v i c e  area;

(2) e n c o u r a g e  s t a te  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  in a c t i v i t i e s  

r e l a t e d  to t h e  e c o n o m i c  a nd  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  to p l a n  for and a d m i n­

is t e r  t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  in the r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  a r e a  on a c o m m o n  or 

c o o p e r a t i v e  b a s i s ;  p r o v i d e  p l a n n i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  to t h o s e  d e p a r t m e n t s  

or a g e n c i e s ;  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to r e s i d e n t s  of the 

r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  a r e a  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e s e  s tate d e p a r t m e n t  or 

a g e n c y  a c t i v i t i e s ;
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(3) i n i t i a t e  and s p o n s o r  p r o j e c t s  r e s p o n s i v e  to the  e c o n o m i c  

or s o c i a l  n e e d s  of r e s i d e n t s  o f  the r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  a r e a  w h i c h  are not 

o t h e r w i s e  b e i n g  m e t , w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  e m p h a s i s  on p r o v i d i n g  c e n t r a l  or 

c o m m o n  s e r v i c e s  that can be d r a w n  u p o n  by a v a r i e t y  o f  r e l a t e d  p r o g r a m s ,  

d e v e l o p i n g  n e w  a p p r o a c h e s  or n e w  t y p e s  of s e r v i c e s  tha t  c an  be i n­

c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s ,  and f i l l i n g  gaps p e n d i n g  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  

or m o d i f i c a t i o n  of t h os e  p r o g r a m s ;

(4) e s t a b l i s h  e f f e c t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s  by w h i c h  the r e s i d e n t s  

o f  the r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  a r e a  c o n c e r n e d  w i l l  be e n a b l e d  to i n f l u e n c e  

the c h a r a c t e r  o f  s tate p r o g r a m s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ,  p r o v i d e  for 

t h e i r  r e g u l a r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of t h o s e  p r o g r a m s ,  

an d  as s i s t  r e s i d e n t s  o f  the s e r v i c e  a r e a  to s e c u r e  on t h e i r  ow n  b e h a l f  

a v a i l a b l e  e c o n o m i c  or s o c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  s o u r c e s;

(5) d e v e l o p  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  p l a n s  u n d e r  w h i c h  the r e g i o n a l  

s e r v i c e  a r e a  m a y  a s s u m e  th e status of an o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  w h e n  c o n­

s i d e r e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  b y  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of the area;

(6) j o i n  w i t h  a n d e n c o u r a g e  b u s i n e s s ,  l a b o r  a n d  o t h e r  

p r i v a t e  g r o u p s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to u n d e r t a k e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s tate 

d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n ci e s ,  a c t i v i t i e s  in s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  or 

s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the r e g i o n a l  s e r v i c e  area;

(7) a c c e p t  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  in th e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of its

f u n c t i o n s ;

(8) e n t e r  i nto a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  s t a t e  p u b l i c  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  

d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  for a s s i s t a n c e  in th e p e r f o r m a n c e  of its 

fu n c t i o n s ;

(9) do all o t h e r  acts n e c e s s a r y  or p r o p e r  to p e r f o r m  its 

f u n c t i o n s  u n d e r  t his chapter.

Sec. 0 7 , 0 7 , 0 6 0 ,  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .  The d i r e c t o r  o f  the L o ca l  

A f f a i r s  Ag en c y  s h al l  e s t a b l i s h  p r o c e d u r e s  and tak e s u c h  a c t i o n s  as he 
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m a y  c o n s i d e r  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  to c a r r y  out the p r o v i s i o n s  of 

this c h a pt e r .

* Sec . 2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  on J u l y  1, 1971.
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