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IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

CS FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 11 7  

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA 

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B ILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act c o n c e r n i n g  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ;  an d

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. Pursuant to the r e f e r e n d u m  e l e c t i o n  o f  N o v e m b e r  3» 1970, a 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  conven ti o n ,  c o m p r i s e d  of d e l e g a t e s  e l e c t e d  by the legal v o t e r s  

of the S t a t e  of Alaska, shall a s s e m b l e  in E l e c t i o n  D i s t r i c t  No. 8 (as it 

e x i s t e d  o n  January 1, 1971), at a place d e s i g n a t e d  by the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u­

tion a l  C o n v e n t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  o n  O c t o b e r  15, 1971 , at ten o ' c l o c k  a.m., o r

as s oon t h e r e a f t e r  as a q u o r u m  s hall be p r e s e n t ,  f o r  the p u r p o s e  o f  a m e n d i n g  

or r e v i s i n g  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the State of A l a s k a  a n d  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  in 

s e s s i o n  for as long as n e c e s s a r y ,  but not l a t e r  t h a n  J a n u a r y  7, 1972. T h e  

c o n v e n t i o n  may, at its d i s c r e t i o n ,  recess for p e r i o d s  not to e x c e e d  15 d a y s  

in the a g g r e ga t e  for the p u r p o s e  o f  h o l d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  in A l a s k a  o n  

p r o p o s e d  amendments o r  r e v i s i o n  o f  the c o n s t i t u t i o n .  At least 10 days p r i o r  

to O c t o b e r  15, 1971, the l i e u t e n a n t  gov e r n o r,  b y  p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  s h a l l  issue 

a c a l l  for the d e l e g a t es  to a s s e m b l e  on that d a t e .

* Sec. 2. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  any o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  of law, a n y  legally q u a l i­

f ie d  v o t e r  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  may be a c a n d i d a t e  for or serve as a d e l e­

ga t e  to the c o n v e n t io n  w i t h o u t  l i m i t a t io n ,  p e n a l t y  or forfeiture of office.

* Sec. 3- A special election shall be held o n  September 14, 1971, 

f o r  the election of the delegates to the convention, at which there shall 

be e l e c t e d  65 delegates. Sixty delegates shall be apportioned among the 

e l e c t i o n  districts of both houses of the l e g i s lature as those districts 

shall be apportioned pursuant to the 1970 U n i t e d  States census. There
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shall be e l e c t e d  f r o m  the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  at l a r g e  five d e l e g a t e s .

* Sec. . U n l e s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e d  o t h e r w i s e  in t h i s  A ct, all 

p r o v i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  the c o n d u c t  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  in A l a s k a  s h a l l  

g o v e r n  the c o n d u c t  of the s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  of d e l e g a t e s  to t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  

i n c l u d i n g ,  but no t  l i m i t e d  to, p r o v i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  v o t e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ;  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  of v o t e r s ;  p r o v i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  th e  d u t i e s ,  p o w e r s ,  r i g h t s  a n d  

o b l i g a t i o n s  of t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ,  of o t h e r  e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l s ,  a n d  o f  

c i t i e s  a n d  o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h s ;  p r o v i s i o n s  for n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  e l e c t i o n ;  

p r o v i s i o n s  for t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of and l i m i t a t i o n s  on c a m p a i g n  e x p e n d i t u r e s ;  

p r o v i s i o n s  for p a y m e n t  of t h e  e x p e n s e s  of the e l e c t i o n ;  p r o v i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  

e m p l o y e e s  b e i n g  a l l o w e d  t i m e  fro m  w o r k  to vote; p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  the c o u n t i n g ,  

c a n v a s s i n g ,  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of r e t u r n s ,  p r o v i s i o n s  for t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  

of the v o t e s  an d  o f  r e c o u n t s ,  c o n t e s t s ,  and a p p e a l ;  and p r o v i s i o n s  for 

a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  a n d  use o f  v o t i n g  m a c h i n e s .

* Sec. 5. C a n d i d a t e s  f o r  the o f f i c e  of d e l e g a t e  shall b e  n o m i n a t e d  by 

p e t i t i o n  f iled w i t h  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  by a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l  d e l i v e r y  by 

m a i l  o r  in p e r s o n  b e f o r e  A u g u s t  5, 1971. A n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n  for t h e  

o f f i c e  o f  d e l e g a t e  shall be si g n e d  by not less t h a n  50 l e g a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r s  o f  an e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  b a s e d  on a h o u s e  d i s t r i c t ,  b y  not less t h a n  

100 l e g a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e p s  of a n  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  b a s e d  nn  a s e n a t e  

e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t ,  and by not less t h a n  1,000 l e g a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  in

the c a s e  of a c a n d i d a t e  s e e k i n g  e l e c t i o n  from t h e  state at large. T h e

p e t i t i o n  of a c a n d i d a t e  s e e k i n g  e l e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  state at l a r g e  s h a l l  be

s u b s c r i b e d  by t h e  s i g n a t u r e s  of at l e a s t  25 q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  f rom e a c h  o f

t he s t a t e  s e n a t e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s .

The petition shall state in substance:

(1) the full name of the candidate;

(2) the full resident address of the candidate;

(3) the full m a i ling a d d ress of the candidate;
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(4) the e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  of w h i c h  the c a n d i d a t e  is a r e s i d e n t ;

(5) t hat t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  is for t h e  offi c e  o f  d e l e g a t e  to the 

state c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  t o  be c o n v e n e d  on O c t o b e r  15, 1971;

(6) that t h e c a n d i d a t e  meets, o r  will m e e t ,  as r e q u i r e d  by 

this Act, t h e  s p e c i f i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of d e l e g a t e ;

(7) tha t  t h e  s u b s c r i b e r s  are q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  of the e l e c t i o n  

d i s t r i c t  w h i c h  the c a n d i d a t e  s e e k s  to r e p r e s e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  of e a c h  

s u b s c r i b e r  l i s t e d  o p p o s i t e  his  n a m e ;

(8) that the s u b s c r i b e r s  in t e n d  to vote f o r  the c a n d i d a t e  at 

the s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n ;

(9) that the s u b s c r i b e r s  r e q u e s t  that th e  c a n d i d a t e ' s  n a m e  be 

pl a c e d  o n  t h e  b a l lo t ;  and

(10) that the p r o p o s e d  c a n d i d a t e  acce p ts  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  and 

will s e r v e  if e l e c t e d ,  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  signed by t h e  p r o p o s e d  c an d i d a t e .

* Sec. 6. If a d e l e g a t e  d i e s ,  r e s i g n s ,  or o t h e r w i s e  beco m e s  d i s q u a l i f i e d  

from s e r v i n g ,  or if a v a c a n c y  o c c u r s  for a n y  other r e a s o n ,  the v a c a n c y  s h a l l 

be f i l l e d  by the c a n d i d a t e  n o t  t h e r e t o f o r e  c e r t i f i e d  as e l e c t e d  w h o  r e c e i v e d  

the n e x t  h i g h e s t  n u m b e r  of v o t e s  a m o n g  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  in the e l e c t i o n  

d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the v a c a n c y  o c c u r r e d .  I f  a v a c a n c y  should a g a i n  o ccur in 

suc h d i s t r i c t ,  it s hall be f i l l e d  in like m a n n e r  f r o m  a m o n g  the r e m a i n i n g  

c a n d i d a t e s .  Anr.r f a c t i o n  c o n t e s t  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  in a t i e  shall be r e s o l v e d  

by the d r a w i n g  of lots b e t w e e n  t h e  c o m p e t i n g  c a n d i d a t e s , and the l o s e r  of 

the d r a w i n g  s hall be c o n s i d e r e d  se c o n d  o n l y  to the w i n n e r  and s h a l l  hold 

such s t a n d i n g  a m o n g  the b a l a n c e  o f  the w i n n i n g  c a n d i d a t e s .

* S ec. 7. The lieutenant governor shall place t h e  names of persons who 

have b e e n  properly nominated by the petition on the special election ballot.

* S ec .  8. The election of delegates shall be con d u c t e d  without any 

r e ference to the political p a r t y  affiliations of the candidates, and the 

ballots use d  shall be n o n p a r t i s a n  in every respect. A  separate ballot shall
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be prepared fo r  each e l e c t i o n  district, and ea c h  such bal l ot  shall contain

(1) the names o f  the c an d i d a t e s  r u n n i n g  for the office of d e l e g a te  from 

that district based on t h e  senate dis t r ic t ,  (2) the names o f  the candidates 

r u n n i ng  for the office o f  delegate f r o m  the house districts i n c l u d e d  in the 

sen at e  d i s t r i c t ,  and (3) the names of the candidates r u n n i n g  for the office 

o f  dele'-ate f r o m  the s t a t e  at large.

* S e c . 9. T h e  c a n d i d a t e  or cand id a t e s  r e c e i v i n g the g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  of 

votes in the e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  for w h i c h  n o m i n a t e d  shall be d ee m e d  elected 

f or that d i s t r i c t . In an y  election d i s t r i ct  b ased on a m u l t i p l e  m e m b e r  

h o u s e  or s e n a t e  di strict, the c a ndidates r e c e i v i ng  the g re a t e s t  n u m b e r  of 

votes shall be deemed elect e d.  The five c a ndidates r e c e i v i n g  the greatest 

n u m b e r  i f v o t e s  from the state at large shall be deemed e l e c t e d  de legates 

at l a r g o .

* Set . 10. The g o v e r n o r  of the S t a t e  of Ala s k a  shall o p e n  the convention 

a n d  preside u n t i l  t e m p o r a r y  offices are selected. The c o n v e n t i o n  shall be 

the judge of  the qu a l i f i c a t i o n s  of its m e m bers, their e l e c ti o n ,  o r  a p p o i n t­

ment. t s h a l l  have the p ower by vote of a m a j ority of d e l e g a t e s  to which 

the bod is e n t i t l e d  to choose a p r e s i d e n t  and secretary a n d  all o t h e r  

a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f ic e r s ,  to prescribe t h e i r  functions, powers and duties, and 

to make rules for the c o n d u p t  of its business.

* Sec. 11. The president of the constitutional convention shall certify 

to the lieutenant governor each proposed amendment or revision to the 

constitution adopted by the convention. Each constitutional amendment or 

the constitutional revision shall be submitted to the electorate at the 

next statewide election.

* Sec. 12. The convention may incur necessary expenses, including but 

not limited to expenses for the employment of such clerical, technical, and 

professional personnel as may be required in order to exercise the powers 

conferred by law and to perform the duties imposed by this Act.

CSHB 11? -4-
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* Sec. 13. The d e l eg a t e s  to the c o n v e n t i o n  are e n t i t l e d  to the same 

per1 d i r m  a n d  t r a v e l  al l o w a n c e s  as m e m b e r s  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e .  In a d d i t i o n  

eac h d e l e g a t e  Is e n t i t l e d  to an Income m a i n t e n a n c e  a l l o w a n c e  at $30 per d a y  

in s e s s i o n  or in re c e s s cal l e d  for the p u r p o s e  of h o l d i n g  pu bl i c  h e a r i n g s .  

T he c o n v e n t i o n  m a y  provide by ru l e  for d e l e g a t e  a l l o w a n c e s  for p o st a g e ,  

s t a t i o n e r y  an d o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  ex p e n s e s .

* S' c. 1 it. Before any p e r s o n  e l e c t e d  or a p p o i n t e d  as a d e l e g a t e  to the 

c o n v e n t i o n  e n t e r s  upon his d u t i e s ,  he s hall take a n d  s u b s c r i b e  the o a t h  or 

a f f i r m a t i o n  p r e s c r i b e d  by Sec. 5, Art. XII of the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u ti o n .

* S' c . 15. Del e g a t es  to the c o n v e n t i o n  enjoy the i m m u n i t i e s  of 

l e g i s l a t o r s  d e s c r i b e d  in Sec. 6, Art. II o f  the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

* Sf c . 16. The provi s i o ns  of AS 2 r e l a t i n g  to the r e g u l a t i o n  of 

lobby! ts are a p p l i c a b l e  to the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n .

* S' c. 17. There is crea te d  the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  

C o m m ! s c i o n ,  h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as th e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of the 

P r e s i d e n t  of the Senate, the S p e a k e r  of the House, a n d  t hree m e m b e r s  

a p p o i n t e d  by the governor. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall c o m p i l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  u s e f u l  

to the d e l e g a t e s ,  u n dertake s t u d i e s  and r e s e a r c h , c o l l e c t  and o r g a n i z e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  b a c k g r o u n d  m a t e r i a l s ,  and p r o v i d e  for its d i s s e m i n a t i o n  so that 

the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  m a y  f u n c t i o n  e x p e d i t i o u s l y  and e f f i c i e n t l y .

The c o m m ission may request and shall receive from any department or agency 

o f  the state such data and reasonable assistance as m a y  help the commission 

in its duties. The commission may do whatever else it may deem necessary 

or a dvisable to carry out its duties and may incur such expenses as may be 

necessary, Including but not limited to expenses for employment of ruch 

clerical, technical, and professional personnel as it may require. The 

commission may receive or participate in any gift or grant of funds, service 

or facilities from any federal, state or private a gency made for the purpose 

of a s s i s t i n g  the commission in carrying out its functions. The provisions
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of AS 39.20.l80 which relate to t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and per d i e m  e x p e n s e s  for 

members of boards apply to the m e m b e r s  of the commission.

* Sec. 18. This Act is not operable to the extent that the S u p r e m e  

Court of the State of Alaska decides that the re f e r e n d u m  of N o v e m b e r  3,

1970 on the question w h e t h e r  there shall be a constitutional c o n v e n t i o n  

was not called by the people of Alaska in accordance with Sec. 3, Art. XIII 

of the Alaska Constitution.

* Sec. 19. This Act takes effect on the day after its p a s s a g e  and 

a p p r o v a l  or on the d ay it becomes law without approval.
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