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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 7 / 7 0

B Y  J 0 S E P H S 0 N ,  B E G I C H ,  B L O D G E T T ,  
B R A D S H A W ,  C H R I S T I A N S E N ,  M E R D E S ,  

I N  THE S E N A T E  P O L A N D , R A D E R  A N D  Z I E G L E R

S E N A T E  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 2 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the P r e s i d e n t ' s  v e t o  of 

the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  

an d  W e l f a r e  budget.

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  SENA T E:

W H E R E A S  e v e ry  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  o b s e r v e r  of the A l a s k a  s c e n e  r e c o g n i z e s  

that A l a s k a  has ma n y  u n m e t  n e e d s  In the fields of h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n  an d  

w e l f a r e ;  and

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  has b e e n  c l a s s i f i e d  as a " d e p r e s s e d  area" for c e r t a i n  

p u r p o s e s  by th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b e c a u s e  of c h r o n i c  p r o b l e m s  of p o v e r t y  

and u n e m p l o y m e n t ; and

V/HEREAS the C o n g r e s s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  has a p p r o p r i a t e d  $ 4 9 , 7 2 2 , 8 1 7  

in the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  for the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  

and W e l f a r e ,  all of w h i c h  s u m  was s p e c i f i c a l l y  e a r m a r k e d  for A l a s k a  p r o­

grams ; and

W H E R E A S  a m o n g  the v i t a l  p r o g r a m s  that w o u l d  be f u n d e d  u n d e r  the said 

l e g i s l a t i o n  are P.L. 874 ( $1 5 , 9 1 7 , 0 0 0 )  an d  P. L. 815 ( $ 1 , 2 93 , 0 0 0 ) ,  E l e m e n­

tary and S e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  r e s e a r c h ,  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  ( i n c l u d i n g  

$5 4 6 , 0 0 0  fo r  A l a s k a ' s  f i n a n c i a l l y  h a r d - p r e s s e d  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e ge  s y s tem), 

s t u d e n t  ai d  a n d  loa n  p r o g r a m s  a n d s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m s  for the e d u c a t i o n a l l y  

d i s a d v a n t a g e d ;  and

W H E R E A S  the l e g i s l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  by C o n g r e s s  w o u l d  also p r o v i d e  funds 

fo r  A l a s k a n s  e l i g i b l e  for old  age a s s i s t a n c e  ( $ 1 , 0 0 4 , 0 0 0 ) , ai d  to the 

b l i n d  ($5 8 ,0 0 0 ), a n d  ai d  to the p e r m a n e n t l y  and t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  ($393,000); 

and

W H E R E A S  i n v o l v e d  in the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m e a s u r e  is a t o t a l  of
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$ 2 2 , 7 1 7 , 0 0 0  in e d u c a t i o n a l  grants a lone for the S t a t e  of Alas k a ,  i n c l u d i n g  

v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  adult b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m s  for the h a n d i­

capped, and l i br a r y  funds; and

W H E R E A S  cn0 m e a s u r e  aclopEed by C o n g r e s s  for aprrroprlaf,Ions for tfne 

D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and W e l f a r e  w o u l d  f u r t h e r  p r o v i d e  f u n d s  

w i t h  w h i c h  serious p r o b l e m s  of m e n t a l  r e t a r d a t i o n ,  c r i p p l e d  c h i l d r e n ,  c h il d  

w e l f a r e ,  ju v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n c y ,  na.rcotics a d d i c t i o n  and a l c o h o l i s m  could be 

combated; and

W H E R E A S  the p r o b l e m  of t u b e r c u l o s i s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in the rura.l areas, 

r e m a i n s  one of the key h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s  of the S t a t e  of A l a s ka ,  and the 

l e g i s l a t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 4 53 , 0 0 0  for r e s e a r c h  in tuberculosis,; and

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  has urgent n e e d  for m o r e  h o s p i t a l  b e d s , a n d  the a p p r o p­

ria t i o n  m e a s u r e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  of f e d e r a l  funds for h o s p i t a l  c o n­

st r u c t i o n  in Alas ka ;  and

W H E R E A S  G o v e r n o r  K e i t h  H. M i l l e r  has p o i n t e d  out t h a t  A l a s k a  is u n i q u e­

ly s i t u a t e d  as a p lace at w h i c h  r e s e a r c h  int o environmenta,l p r o b l e m s  c o u l d  

be c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  f e d e r a l  f u n d s , and the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m e a s u r e  w o u l d  p r o­

vide $1,57 2 , 00 0  of fede r a l  m o n e y  in A l a s k a  for e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e s e a r c h  and 

control; and

W H E R E A S  the p r o b l e m s  of the age d  in A l a s k a  h a v e  b e e n  w i d e l y  d i s c u s s e d ,  

and the l e g i s l a t i o n  a p p r o v e d  by C o n gr e s s  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  $ 9 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  to the 

S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  for the p a y m e n t  in A l a s k a  of O l d  Age and 

S u rvivors' B en e f i t s  and I n s u r a n c e  p a y m e n t s ,  a n d  f u r t h e r  sums for d i s a b i l i t y  

i n s u r a n c e  and h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  ( Medicare), all t hese p r o g r a m s  b e i n g  of 

m a j o r  c o n s e q u e n c e  to Al a s k a ' s  s e n i o r  cit i z e ns ;  and

WHERE A S ,  the P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s , R i c h a r d  M.

Nixon, did veto the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  fo r the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  

and W e l f a r e  on M o n d a y  e v en i n g ,  J a n u a r y  26, 1970, and the C o ng r e s s  of the 

U n i t e d  States w i l l  pass s h or t l y  u pon the v e t o  m e s s a g e  of the P r e s i d e n t ;
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BE IT R E S O L V E D  t ha t  the m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s 

are r e s p e c t f u l l y  u r g e d  by the A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  to cast t h e i r  v otes to 

o v e r r i d e  the vet o o f  the P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s , and to p o i n t  out 

to t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  the S e n a t e  a n d  the H o u s e  the i m p o r t a n c e  o f  the 

C o n g r e s s i o n a l l y - a p p r o v e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  to the p e o p l e  o f  Alaska.

COPIES of t his R e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent t o  the H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  M. 

N i x o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  Geo r g e  H. Ma h o n,  

C h a i r m a n  of the U. S. H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e ;  

the H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  B. R u s s e l l ,  C h a i r m a n  of the U. S. S e n a t e  A p p r o p r i a­

tions C o m m i t t e e ;  a n d  to the H o n o r a b l e  Te d  S t e v e n s  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  Mike 

Gravel, U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  H o w a r d  W. P o l l o c k , U. S. R e p r e­

senta t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o ngress.
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