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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  R u le s  Com mittee
by r e q u e s t

O f f e r e d :  <11/26/70
R e f e r r e d :  R u le s

IN TH E  S E N A T E  BY THE S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 103 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

O p p o s i n g  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a. "nerve 

gas" s t o r a g e  d epot in Alaska.

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  "nerve g a s” is one of  the mos t  l e t h a l  a n d  l east u n d e r s t o o d

a g e n t s  d e v e l o p e d  by the U n i t e d  Stat e s ;  and

W H E R E A S  s t o r a g e  of thi s  l e t h a l  a ge n t  is w i t h  some a t t e n d a n t  r i s k  w h e r e -  

e v e r  the site is l oc a t e d ;  and

W H E R E A S  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  has a n n o u n c e d  a p l a n  to s tore a large 

q u a n t i t y  of n e r v e  gas on K o d i a k  I s l a n d  in Alas k a ;  and

W H E R E A S  K o d i a k  I s l a n d  is one of the m o s t  p r o n e  a r e a s  in the U n i t e d  St a t e s

to h ave d e v a s t a t i n g  e a r t h q u a k e s ;  a nd

W H E R E A S  the p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r  of K o d i a k  Island, the City o f  Kodi a k ,  is

on the n o r t h  e n d  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  a n d  the o n l y  p o t e n t i a l  s t o r a g e  a r e a  for "nerve

gas" is in some a r e a  to the s o u t h  of the city; and

W H E R E A S  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  w i n d  on K o d i a k  I s l a n d  is s o u t h w e s t e r n  thus 

p l a c i n g  the Cit y  of K o d i a k  d o w n w i n d  f r o m  a n y  s t o r a g e  site; an d

W H E R E A S  s u c h  a g e n t s  o f  c h e m i c a l  a n d  b i o l o g i c a l  w a r f a r e  are u n i v e r s a l l y  

d e p l o r e d  and h a v e  n o  u t i l i t y  for a c i v i l i z e d ,  h u m a n e  n a t i o n ;  an d

W H E R E A S  s i n c e  the s t o r a g e  of "nerve gas" r e l a t e s  to n a t i o n a l  defense, it

is a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  p r u d e n t  for the D e p a r t m e n t  of D e f e n s e  to c o n d u c t  p u b l i c

h e a r i n g s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a  to c o n s i d e r  a l l  a s p e c t s  r e l a t i n g  to this vital 

i s s u e ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  t hat the S i x t h  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g es  t hat any action 

p r e s e n t l y  b e i n g  t a k e n  to s t o r e  " n e r v e  gas" on K o d i a k  I s l a n d  or a n y w h e r e  else 

in A l a s k a  be i m m e d i a t e l y  r e s c i n d e d ;  an d  be it
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F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t hat the Pr e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  is r e s p e c t f u l l y

r e q u e s t e d  to di r e c t  the S e c r e t a r y  of Defen s e  to i n v e s t i g a t e  the n e e d  for J

s t o r i n g  n e r v e  gas a n d  t o  c o n d u c t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  t h r o u g h o u t  the S t a t e  o f  j

A l a s k a,  p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  an d  t a k i n g  t e s t i m o n y  ( a s s u r i n g  all i n t e r e s t e d  j
s

p e r s o n s  ample time an d  o p p o r t u n i t y  to be heard) on the f o l l o w i n g  issues, 

a m o n g  others: (1) w h e t h e r  n e r v e  gas is a l e g i t i m a t e  w e a p o n  of war, t h e r e b y  1

j u s t i f y i n g  its r e t e nt i o n :  (2) w h e t h e r  it w o u l d  be w i s e r  to s i m p l y  d e s t r o y  i t j  

(3) w ha t  the d a n g e r  of its s t o r a g e  is a n d  what the e f f e c t s  of t hat s t o r a g e  

m a y  be; (4) w h y  it wa s  b e l i e v e d  a d v i s a b l e  to s tore it in Alas k a . I

C O P I ES  of this R e s o l u t i o n  s hall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  M. I

N i x o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  M e l v i n  R. Laird, S e c r e -  J 

t a r y  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of D e f e n s e ;  the H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  C. S t e n n i s ,  C h a i r m a n  

of the Se n at e  A r m e d  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e ;  the H o n o r a b l e  L. M e n d e l l  R i v e r s .  |

I
C h a i r m a n  of the H o u s e  A r m e d  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t te e ;  an d  to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d

'
S t e v e n s  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  M ik e  Grav e l ,  U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  

H o w a r d  W. P o l lock, U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  

in Congress. j
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