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I n t r o d u c e d :  5 / 1 9 / 7 0
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

B Y  THE R ULES C O M M I T T E E  
IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY R E Q U E S T

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 002 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to p r o p o s e d  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a­

tions C o m m i s s i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  

m a r i n e  r a di o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  has r e c e n t l y  p r o p o s e d  new 

r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to m a r i n e  r a d i o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w h i c h  are to a p pl y  in 

all the states; a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  t hat n o  n e w  A M  or d o ub l e  side ban d  

m a r i n e  r a d i o  ma y  be l i c e n s e d  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1971, an d  if such a r a d i o  is 

l i c e n s e d  b e f o r e  tha t  d at e ,  r e n e w a l s  m a y  be h a d  o n l y  up to J a n u a r y  1, 1977, at 

w h i c h  t i m e  A M  o r  d o u b l e  s ide b a n d  m a r i n e  r a d i o s  w i l l  be p r o h i b i t e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  in p l a c e  o f  th e  o l d  s tyle radi o s,  v e s s e l s  w i l l  be r e q u i r e d  to 

hav e V H F  F M  r a d i o s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  r e q u i r i n g  t his c h a n g e - o v e r  w i l l  w o r k  g reat h a r d s h i p s  on small 

b oat a n d  f i s h i n g  b o a t  o p e r a t o r s  in A l a s k a  b e c a u s e  o f  a v a r i e t y  of factors 

w h i c h  d i s t i n g u i s h  m a r i n e  o p e r a t i o n s  in A l a s k a  f r o m  t h o s e  of o t h e r  states; and 

W H E R E A S  the V H F  F M  r a d i o  ha s  o n l y  a 5 0 - m i l e  r a n g e  and this f a c t o r  could 

be d i s a s t r o u s  to an A l a s k a  m a r i n e  v e s s e l  o p e r a t o r  w h o  may t r a v e l  far g r e a t e r  

d i s t a n c e s  t h a n  50 m i l e s  f r o m  o t h e r  v e s s e l s  or l a n d - b a s e d  stations a n d

W H E R E A S ,  b e c a u s e  the s i n g l e  side b a n d  t r a n s m i t t e r  is mu c h  m ore c o m p l e x  

t h a n  an A M  t r a n s m i t t e r ,  it r e q u i r e s  a g r e a t e r  m o n e t a r y  o u t l a y  for its p u r­

chase and it r e q u i r e s  the s e r v i c e s  o f  only a m o s t  s k i l l e d  radio t e c h n i c i a n ;  

an d

W H E R E A S  the g r e a t  l e n g t h  of the A l a s k a  c o a s t l i n e ,  the large a r e a  o f  the 

c o a s t a l  w a t e r s ,  the l a c k  of s k i l l e d  r a d i o  t e c h n i c i a n s  in the s mall f i s h i n g
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v i l l a ge s ,  an d  the s c a r c i t y  of c o a s t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s  r e q u i r e d  to s u pp o r t  

l a n d - b a s e d  m a r i n e  sta t i o n s , all d e m o n s t r a t e  the u r g e n t  n e e d  for an e x c e p t i o n  

for A l a s k a  f r o m  the p r o p o s e d  F,C.C, m a r i n e  r a d i o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  r e g u l a t i o n s ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that  the S i x t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u e s t s  that the 

F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  d e l a y the e f f e c t i v e  date o f  its p r o p o s e d  

m a r i n e  r a di o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  r e g u l a t i o n s  u n t i l  h e a r i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  h e l d  in all 

of t h e  m a j o r  b o a t i n g  a re a s  of A l a s k a  to d e t e r m i n e  the f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  

a p p l i c a t i o n  in the state.

CO P I E S  of this R e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  D e a n  Burch, 

C h a i r m a n ,  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n ;  a n d  to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  

an d  the H o n o r a b l e  M ike Grav e l ,  U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  a n d the H o n o r a b l e  H o w a r d  W. 

P o l l o c k ,  U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Con g r e s s .


