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R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

IN TH E  S E N A T E BY THE R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E -

S E N A T E  JOINtT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 95
/

IN THE LEGiSLiy/'URE OP THE S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A  

S I X T H  S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to a n , I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e

on oil p o l l u t i o n  of the. N o r t h  Pa c i f i c

a n d  to the d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  of the f e d e r a l

p o l i c y  a l l o w i n g  the p u m p i n g  of b a l l a s t

on the h i g h  seas.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  O P  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  it is b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  e v i d e n t  that man, if he c o n t i n u e s  

his p r e s e n t  c o u r s e  of action, w i l l  n o t  only p o l l u t e  the air, streams, and 

lakes b u t al s o  the oceans of the wo r l d ;  and

W H E R E A S  the t r a g i c  ep i s o d e s  r e s u l t i n g  r e c e n t l y  f r o m  oil spi.lls: in the 

w a t e r s  of o t h e r  s t a t e s  and n a t i o n s  m a k e  it p a i n f u l l y  clear' that 1f m a n  and 

his e n v i r o n m e n t  ar e  to s u r v i v e  the u t m o s t  care m u s t  b e  e m p l o y e d  w h e n  e x p l o r­

ing for, e x t r a c t i n g  an d  t r a n s p o r t i n g  oil; and

W H E R E A S  K o d i a k ,  A l a s k a  has jus t s u f f e r e d  a m a j o r  d i s a s t e r  b e c a u s e  an

oil s l i c k  c a u s e d  b y  the p u m p i n g  of oily b a l l a s t  at s e a  has r e p o r t e d l y

c o v e r e d  an e s t i m a t e d  1,000 m i le s  of b e a c h  an d  k i l l e d  a m i n i m u m  of 10 ,0 0 0  sea

b i r d s ;. and -

W H E R E A S  the t r a g i c  s i t u a t i o n  w h i c h  n o w  e x i s t s  at K o d i a k  is a m e r e  :: 

p r e v i e w  of w h a t  m a y  h a p p e n  in the f u t u r e  if p r o p e r  s a f e g u a r d s  are not; e s t a b­

lis h e d  and f o l l o w e d  i n  the t r a n s p o r t i n g  of oil; and

W H E R E A S  the p r e s e n t  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the p u m p i n g  of b a l l a s t  

by oil tank e rs  50 m i l e s  f r o m  s h or e  is t o t a l l y  i n a d e q u a t e  to p r o t e c t  the 

shores and w i l d l i f e  of the state; and

W H E R E A S ,  b e c u a s e  A l a s k a ' s  w a t e r l a n e s  w i l l  b e  u t i l i z e d  to a g reat ex t e n t  

in fut u r e y e a r s  to t r a n s p o r t  oil to w e s t  c oast ports, s t r o n g  p r e c a u t i o n s
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agai n s t  oil s p i l l i n g  mus t  be i n i t i a t e d  now; and

W H E R E A S  the U n i t e d  St a t e s  s h o u l d  be a w o r l d  l e a d e r  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  and 

e n f o r c i n g  p r o p e r  s a f e g u a r d s  to p r e v e n t  future oil p o l l u t i o n  of the w o r l d ' s  

s e a s ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  urges the 

g o v e r n m e n t s of C a n a d a  and the U n i t e d  States to c o n ve n e  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c o n f er e n c e  on N o r t h  P a c i f i c  m a r i n e  oil p o l l u t i o n ,  and to c o n s i d e r  e s t a b­

lishment of a p e r m a n e n t  joint tas k force to p r o v i d e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a nd  l e a d e r­

ship in all aspe c t s  of oil p o l l u t i o n  p r e v e n t i o n  an d  a b a t e m e n t  in this 

region; and b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  that 

the federal g o v e r n m e n t  take i m m e d i a t e  steps to sto p  t a n k e r s  f r o m  e m p t y i n g  

t h e i r  b a l l a s t  a n y w h e r e  on the h i g h  seas; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the U.S. Coast G u a r d  take the n e c e s s a r y  steps 

to p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  v i s u a l  and i n s t r u m e n t e d  s u r v e i l l a n c e  of t a n k e r  o p erations 

on the w a t e r s  ad j a c e n t  to Alaska.

COPIES of this R e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  W a l t e r  J. 

Hickel, S e c r e t a r y ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of the Interior; the H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  A. V o l p e ,  

S e c r e t a r y , D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  the H o n o r a b l e  Joh n  H ar l l e e ,  Chairmar 

F e d e r a l  M a r i t i m e  Co m m i s s i o n;  A d m i r a l  W i l l a r d  J. Smith, C om m a n d a n t ,  U.S.

Coast Guard; R e a r  A d m i r a l  R o b e r t  E. H a m m on d ,  C o m m a n d e r,  17th C oast G u a r d  

District; the H o n o r a b l e  P i e r r e  T r u d e au ,  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  of C a n a d a  (in Ottawa) 

the H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  M. Nixon, P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States; and to the 

H o n o r a b l e  T e d S t e v e n s  and the H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  Gravel, U.S. Se n a t o r s ,  and 

the H o n o r a b l e  H o w a r d  W. P o l lock, U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the 

A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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