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IN THE SENATE BY THE R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  A

s e n a t :

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n fe r e n c e

on oil p o l l u t i o n  of the N o r t h  P a ci f i c

an d  to the d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  of the f e de r a l

p o l i c y  a l l o w i n g  the p u m p i n g  of b a l l a s t

on the h i g h  seas.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  it is b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  e v i d e n t  that man, if he c o n tinues 

his p r e s e n t  co u r s e  of acti o n ,  w i l l  n o t  only p o l l u t e  the air, stre a m s  and 

lakes b u t  a lso the oceans of the world: and

W H E R E A S  the t r a g i c  e p i s o d e s  r e s u l t i n g  r e c e n t l y  f r o m  oil sp il l s  in the 

w a t e r s  of o ther s t a t e s  and n a t i o n s  m a k e  it p a i n f u l l y  c lear t h a t  if m a n  and 

his e n v i r o n m e n t  are to s u r v i v e  the u t m o s t  care m u s t  b e  e m p l o y e d  w h e n  e x p l o r­

ing  for, e x t r a c t i n g  a n d  t r a n s p o r t i n g  oil; and

W H E R E A S  K o d i a k ,  A l a s k a  has just s u f f e r e d  a m a j o r  d i s a s t e r  b e c a u s e  an 

oil s l i c k  c a u s e d  by the p u m p i n g  of oily b a l l a s t  at s e a  has r e p o r t e d l y  

c o v e r e d  an e s t i m a t e d  1 ,000 m i l e s  of b e a c h  a n d  k i l l e d  a m i n i m u m  of 10,000 sea 

b i r d s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the t r a g i c  s i t u a t i o n  w h i c h  no w  exi s t s  at K o d i a k  is a m e r e  

p r e v i e w  of w h a t  m a y  h a p p e n  in the future if p r o p e r  s a f e g u a r d s  are not e s t a b­

l i s h e d  and f o l l o w e d  in th e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  of oil; and

W H E R E A S  the p r e s e n t  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the p u m p i n g  of b a l l a s t  

by oil tankers 50 m i l e s  f r o m  s h or e  is t o t a l l y  i n a d e q u a t e  to p r o t e c t  the 

s hores and w i l d l i f e  of the state; and

W H E R E A S ,  b e c u a s e  A l a s k a ' s  w a t e r l a n e s  w i l l  be u t i l i z e d  to a g reat ext e nt  

in f u t u r e  years to t r a n s p o r t  oil to w e s t  coast ports, s t r o n g  p r e c a u t i o n s
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a g a i n s t  oil s p i l l i n g  m ust be i n i t i a t e d  now; and

W H E R E A S  the Ihited St a te s  s h o u l d  be a w o r l d  l e a d e r  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  and 

e n f o r c i n g  p r o p e r  s a f e g u a r d  to p r e v e n t  future oil p o l l u t i o n  of the w o r l d ’s 

seas;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  urges the j

go v e r n m e n t s  of C a n a d a  and the U n i t e d  States to c o n v e n e  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  |

c o n f e r e n c e  on N o r t h  P a c i f i c  m a r i n e  oil pollution,, a.nd to c o n s i d e r  e s t a b -  j 

l i s h m e n t  of a p e r m a n e n t  j oint t ask f o r c e  to p r o v i d e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and l e a d e r -  « 

ship in all aspects of oil p o l l u t i o n  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  a b a t e m e n t  in this 

region;

COP IE S  of .-this R e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  W a l t e r  J,

H i c k e l,  S e c re t a r y ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of the Interior; the H o n o r a b l e  John A. Vo l p e ,
8

S e c r e t a r y ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  the H o n o r a b l e  Joh n H a rl l e e ,  Chairman! 

F e d e r a l  M a r i t i m e  Co m m is s i o n ;  A d m i r a l  W i l l a r d  J, Smith, C o m m a n d a nt ,  U. S.

C oast Guard; Rea r  A d m i r a l  R o b e r t  E. H a m m o n d ,  C o m m a n d e r ,  17th Coast G u a r d  

Dis tr i c t ;  the H o n o r a b l e  Pie r r e  T ru deau, Prime M i n i s t e r  of C a n a d a  (in O t t a w a) ;  

the H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  M. Ni x o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States; and to the 

H o n o r a b l e  T e d  Stev e n s and the H o n o r a b l e  Mik e G r a v e l ,  U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  and 

the H o n o r a b l e  H o w a r d  W. P o l lock, U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the 

A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  In Congress.
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