
i

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

] 1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

2.3

24

25

26

27

28

29

I n t r o
Ri ,5, t  \j  u  a  t c -  a

I N  T H E  S E N A T E B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 37

I N  T H E  LEGISLATURE O P  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA

S I X T H  LEGISLATURE - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e ­

m o t e  Sensing I n s t i t u t e  e n d o r s e  A l a s k a  

as  a  " n a t i o n a l  l a b o r a t o r y "  f o r  t he

u t i l i z a t i o n  of its remote s e n s i n g

p r o g r a m s .

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE! LEGISLATURE O P  T H E  S T A T E  O P  ALASKA:

WHEREAS Alaska h a s  65 per c e n t  of t h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  S h e l f  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  J

S t a t e s , 53 per c e n t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o a s t l i n e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  a. l a n d

a r e a  o f  5 8 6.,400 s q u a r e  m i l e s ;  a n d  I

W H E R E A S  t h e  m i n e r a l s  o f  A l a s k a  a r e  t r u l y  a  n a t i o n a l  a s s e t  a n d  a n e w  

a p p r a i s a l  o f  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e m  is d e f i n i t e l y  n e e d e d ;  a n d  I

W H E R E A S  t h e  i m m e n s e  r e n e w a b l e  a n d  n o n r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  A l a s k a ’s 

c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  i n t e r i o r  f o r e s t s  o f  t h e  state c o u l d  m a k e  m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d ,  as a  r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e ,  a r e  

c a p a b l e  o f  r e p e a t e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  I n  t h e  f u t u r e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a l l  o f  A l a s k a ' s  v a r i e d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  

w o u l d  y i e l d  s u b s t a n t i a l  b u t  i n c a l c u l a b l e  r e t u r n s  to  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  n a t i o n ;  a n d  

W H E R E A S  t h e  n a t i o n a l  economy w o u l d  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t  i n  its b a l a n c e  of  

p a y m e n t s  p o s i t i o n  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  e x p o r t s  f r o m  A l a s k a ,  a n d  d e c r e a s i n g  r a w  

material, i m p o r t s  f r o m  o t h e r  n a t i o n s ;  and j

W H E R E A S  n u m e r o u s  a g e n c i e s ,  including t h e  United S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  j

D e f e n s e ,  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  I n t e r i o r ,  a n d  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  Welfare, a n d  th e

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  H i g h w a y s ,  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  F i s h  a n d  Game, a r e  J

c a r r y i n g  o n  s e p a r a t e  p r o g r a m s  to  i d e n t i f y  t h e  physical a s s e t s  o f  A l a s k a  for
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such purposes as mining, land management, recreation, water, fisheries, 

agri-resources, defense strategy, pollution, conservation and. timber; and 

WHEREAS new techniques in remote sensing are available which make it 

possible not only to survey and map vast areas in comparatively little time 

for the purposes of the various governmental programs being carried on now 

by conventional means, but also to acquire .knowledge about other facets of 

our total environment which have been impossible to determine by conventional 

m e a n s ; and

WHEREAS Alaska cannot effectively plan for the wise and comprehensive

use of its natural wealth without an inventory;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Sixth State Legislature requests that the 

International Remote Sensing Institute, in their annual meeting at 

Sacramento, endorse Alaska as the "national laboratory" for the utilization 

of remote sensing for the betterment of m a n  and his environment and so that 

all the biological, geophysical and geological characteristics of the state 

can be identified, I

COPIES of this Resolution shall be sent to V e r n  Cartwright, President 

of the International Remote Sensing Institute and to Robin Welch, Managing 

Director of the Institute.

SJR  3 7  am - 2-
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