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Introduced : 2/13/70R efe rred : Health , Welfareand Education and F inane;

SEEATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 21 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OP TIIE STATE OP ALASKA 

S lXTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Relating to early childhood education. 

BE IT RES( LVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHER;AS last year President Nixon called for "a national commitment to 

provide all American children an opportunity for healthful and stimulating 

development during the first five years of life" and therefore has made early 

childhood education a national priority; and

WHEREAS is Is nos found that the intelligence is not fixed but can be 

significantly improved through providing young children with the proper 

health care and stimulating environments; and

WHEREAS physical, mental, and social neglect in early years is known 'to 

cause irreversible damages that are compounded as a person matures; and

WHEREAS well-run preschool. programs are found to be highly beneficial 

to children; and ->

WHEREAS' there are mothers 'who are financially unable to adequately pro­

vide for their preschool children as seen by the large numbers on the Aid 

to Family of Dependent Children's rolls; and

WHEREAS there are many children of.working mothers in Alaska who.are too 

young to attend the elementary schools and whose' parents cannot afford or

are unable to place them in good child-care centers; and

WHEREAS Alaskans are demonstrating a need for early childhood programs 

as Indicated by the current request from 84 villages which have requested 

O E O - f u n d e d  Head Start programs and by the 25 which have initiated their own 

nonfunded Head Start programs; and

WHEREAS these programs are not all of the quality our Alaskan children 

require to meet their needs, and consultation is needed to help upgrade
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W H E R E A S  t here is little or no c o n t i n u i t y  or c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  the r e g u­

lar p u b l i c  school s y s t e m  and there is a d e m o n s t r a t e d  n e e d  for p l a n n i n g  future 

pr o g r a m s  and c o o r d i n a t i n g  d e v e l o p m en t  of centers a n d  p r o g r a m s  to mee t  t hese 

needs; and

W H E R E A S  the c o n s u l t a n t  c u r r e n t l y  a t t e m p t i n g  to w o r k  w i t h  t h e s e  areas 

has the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for e l e m e n t a r y  c o n s u l t a t i o n  so cannot give the n e c e s­

sary time and p r i o r i t y  to the f i e l d  of e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  e d u c a t i on ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to direct 

the C o m m i s s i o n e r  of E d u c a t i o n  to m a k e  p r o v i s i o n s  for a f u l l - t i m e  c o n s u l t i n g  

s p e c i a l i s t  in e a rl y  c h i l d h o o d  educ a t i o n ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  take l e a d e r s h i p  r e­

sp o n s i b i l i t y  for c o o r d i n a t i n g  the e f f o r t s  o f  all a g e n c i e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

those areas i n v o l v e d  in p r e - e l e m e n t a r y  e ducation.

these programs; and
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