
]

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

'6

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

IN THE SENATE

SENATE BILL NO. 554

IN THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA .

SIXTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act creating a Department of Communications."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 44 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

CH A PTER 47. DEPARTMENT O F  COMMUNICATIONS.

Sec. 44.47.010. COMMISSIONER O F  COMMUNICATIONS. The. principal 

executive o f f i c e r  of the Department of Communications Is the commission! 

of communications. /

Sec. 44.47.020. GENERAL D U TIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. .The. Depart-, 

ment of Communications shall

(1) budget for, purchase, install, m a i n t a i n , , repair, replace 

when necessary and supervise the use of, the communications equipment 

of all state agencies, vessels, docks, aircraft, airports and vehicles;

(2) provide for village radio networks and equipment, 

i ncluding those used by the state-operated rural schools and. the 

state health service;

(3) budget for, purchase, install, maintain, repair and 

replace w h e n  necessary, the navigational equipment, radar sets, and 

speed measuring radar units, used b y  state agencies;

(4) provide for the training and qualification of operators 

of communications and electronic navigational equipment used by 

state agencies;

(5) institute a p r o g r a m  of standardization of state 

communication equipment to provide for an efficient integration of 

communications throughout the state;

In t r o d u c e d :  3 / 3 1 / 7 0
Referred:, S t a t e  A f f a i r s
an d  F i na n c e
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(6) ad v i s e  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  s ta t e  p o l i c i e s  to the g o v e r n o r  

fo r  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of all p h a s e s  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  in the state;

(7) f o r m u l a t e  a c o n t i n u i n g  p r o g r a m  for t h e d e v e l o p m e n t  

of an i n t e g r a t e d  s t a t e w i d e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e t w o r k s  i n c l u d i n g  

l o n g -l i n e ,  s a tellite, m i c r o w a v e ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  radio, t e l e g r a p h  and 

f a c s i m il e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(8) p r o v i d e  a n d  i n s t i t u t e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a s t a t e w i d e  

e m e r g e n c y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e t w o r k  system, i n c l u d i n g  m e d i c a l  s u pp o r t ,  

civil d e f e n s e  an d  o t h e r  e m e r g e n c y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;

(9) p r o v i d e  fo r  the a s s i g n m e n t  of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

f r e q u e n c i e s  to i n t r a s t a t e  u sers of t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  e q u i p m e n t ;

(10) be a u t h o r i z e d  to p u r c h a s e ,  c on s t r u c t ,  o p e r a t e  and, 

u s e .c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s a t e l l i t e s  for the state;

(11) regulate, an d  c o n t r o l  all i n t r a s t a t e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

to the extent that this does no t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  f e d e ra l  law, rules 

an d  r e g u l a t i o n s ;

(12) d e v e lo p  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  fair a n d  e q u i t a b l e  rat e  

s t r u c t u r i n g  to meet the o b j e c t i v e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a d e q u a t e  s e r v i c e  to 

the w h o l e  p o p u l a t i o n  of the state;

(13) a dopt r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c arry ou t  t h e  po w e r s  

a n d  dut i es  of the d e p a r t m e n t .

. Sec. 4 4 .4 7 .O3b. D U T I E S  A N D  P O W E R S  O F  D E P A R T M E N T  W I T H  R E S P E C T  

TO E D U C A T I O N A L  B R O A D C A S T I N G .  (a) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s h a l l

(1) cont r o l  a n d  s u p e r v i s e  the use o f  b r o a d c a s t i n g  c h a n n e l s  

r e s e r v e d  b y  the F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  for e d u c a t i o n a l  

b r o a d c a s t i n g  pu rp o s e s ;

(2) i ni t i a t e  o r  r e c e i v e  for r e v i e w  a n d  a p p r o v a l  all a p p l i­

cations for e d u c a t i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  l i c e n s e s  s u b m i t t e d  to the
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F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  o r  o n  b e h a l ' f  o f  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  I

s c h o o l  s y s t e m ,  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e ,  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g ,  I

p r i v a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  n o n p r o f i t  c o m m u n i t y  o r  m u n i c i p a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e ;

( 3 )  i n i t i a t e  o r  r e c e i v e  f o r  r e v i e w  a n d  a p p r o v a l  a l l  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  o r  p r i v a t e  f u n d s  i f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  1

i n v o l v e  a n y  f o r m  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g ;  1

( 4 )  r e c e i v e  a l l  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  o r  p r i v a t e  f u n d s ,  p r o p e r t y  

o r  a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  g r a n t e d  o r  o t h e r w i s e  m a d e  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  p u r p o s e s  a t

a l l  l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  u s e  a n d  d i s b u r s e  f u n d s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  f o r  J

p u r p o s e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  s u b j e c t  t o  

r e a s o n a b l e  l i m i t a t i o n s  i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  g r a n t o r ;

( 5 )  p r o v i d e  c o n s u l t a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  t o  a l l  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  a g e n c i e s  i n  t h e  J

s t a t e  w h i c h  r e q u e s t  t h e m ;  j

( 6 )  s e r v e  a s  a  l i b r a r y  a n d  c l e a r i n g h o u s e  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  I 

o n  b r o a d c a s t i n g  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e s ;

( 7 )  h a v e  t h e  f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  b r o a d c a s t i n g  p o l i c y  

p r o g r a m m i n g ;  a n d

( 8 )  p e r f o r m  a l l  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  

o r d e r l y  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  i n  

t h e  s t a t e ,

( b )  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y

( 1 )  w h e r e  n o  o t h e r  c o m p e t e n t  c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y  e x i s t s ,  

l e a s e , p u r c h a s e ,  c o n s t r u c t ,  o w n ,  o p e r a t e , m a n a g e  a n d  b e  t h e  l i c e n s e e  

o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  s t a t i o n s ,  p r o d u c t i o n  c e n t e r s ,  a n d  a l l  

o t h e r  r e l a t e d  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  t r a n s -

i I

m i s s i o n  o f  o p e n  c i r c u i t ,  c l o s e d  c i r c u i t ,  2 , 5 0 0  M e g a h e r t z ,  a n d  o t h e r
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t r a n s m i s s i o n  m e a n s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  f u l l y  e f f e c t i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l

b r o a d c a s t i n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e ;

( 2 )  a p p o i n t  u n p a i d  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  t o  a s s i s t  i n  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p r o g r a m s  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  a n d  p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n

b r o a d c a s t s

/
S e c  * 2 8 . 4 7 . 0 ^ 0 .  D U T I E S  A N D  P O W E R S  O P  D E P A R T M E N T  W I T H  K E S H E U T

T O  P U B L I C  U T I L I T Y  R E G U L A T I O N . T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s h a l l

( 1 )  s u p e r v i s e  a n d  r e g u l a t e  e v e r y  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  e n g a g e d  o r  

p r o p o s i n g  t o  e n g a g e  I n  t h e  f u r n i s h i n g  o f  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  

p u b l i c  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  m a y  d o  a l l  t h i n g s  

n e c e s s a r y  o r  c o n v e n i e n t  I n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  i t s  p o w e r  a n d  j u r i s d i c t i o n ;

( 2 )  i n v e s t i g a t e 3 u p o n  c o m p l a i n t  o r  u p o n  i t s  o w n  m o t i o n , 

t h e  r a t e s , ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ,  r u l e s , ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  ,  p r a c t i c e s  ,  s e r v i c e s  

a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  a  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  a n d  h o l d  

h e a r i n g s  o n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s ;

( 3 )  m a k e 3 f i x ,  a l t e r  a n d  a m e n d  j u s t ,  f a i r  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  

r a t e s ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s , r u l e s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  p r a c t i c e s ,  s e r v i c e s  a n d  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  a  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y ;

( 4 )  p r e s c r i b e  a n d  r e g u l a t e  t h e  a c c o u n t s ,  s e r v i c e  a n d  

s a f e t y  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  a  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y ;

( 5 )  r e q u i r e  a  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  t o  f i l e  

r e p o r t s  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d a t a ;

( 6 )  s u p e r v i s e  a n d  r e g u l a t e  a  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p u b l i c  

u t i l i t y  i n  a l l  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  a f f e c t i n g  I t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  o t h e r  

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s .  I t s  c u s t o m e r s  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l

p u b l i c ;

( 7 )  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e

C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  t h e  r e l e v a n t  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  4 2 , 0 5  r e g u l a t i n g

i

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s ,

S B  5 5 ^ 1  - 4 -
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*  S e c .  2 .  A S  4 2 . 0 5 *  1 9 0 ( b )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( b )  W h e r e  t w o  o r  m o r e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  f u r n i s h  e l e c t r i c ,  j

[ T E L E P H O N E , ]  g a s ,  w a t e r  o r  s e w e r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  s a m e  a r e a ,  t h e  c o m ­

m i s s i o n  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  d e l i n e a t e  t h e  s e r v i c e  a r e a  o f  e a c h  u t i l i t y .

*  S e c .  3 .  A S  4 2 . 0 5 *  3 6 0 ( b )  i s  r e p e a l e d .

*  S e c .  4 .  A S  4 2 . 0 5  * 6 4 0 ( 2 0  ( A )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

V

( A )  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n ,  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

e l e c t r i c  e n e r g y  a n d  p o w e r  [ ,  O R  T H E  F U R N I S H I N G  O F  T E L E P H O N E  O R  

T E L E G R A P H  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S ,  A N Y  O F ]  w h i c h  p r o d u c e s  [ P R O D U C E ]  a n  

a n n u a l  g r o s s  i n c o m e  i n  e x c e s s  o f  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 ;

5
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