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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  B e g i c h O f f e r e d :  4 / 2 8 / 7 0
R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

IN THE S E N A T E  BY T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS FOR S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 500 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

Fo r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  tc e d u c a t i o n  for e x c e p t i o n a l  children,

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  IF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 1 8 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 1 8 0 .  P U R POSE. It is the p u r p o s e  o f  secs. 180 - 350 

of this c h a p t e r  to p r o v i d e  c o m p e t e n t  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  for the e x c e p­

ti o n a l  c h i l d r e n  o f  l e g a l  s c h o o l  age in the s t a t e  [ FIVE Y E AR S  O F  AGE OR 

O L D E R  A N D  U N D E R  19] f o r  w h o m  the r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s  are i n a d e­

qua t e  or n o t  a v a il a b l e .

* Sec. 2. AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 1 8 6 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A b o r o u g h  o r  city s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for s p e c i a l

s e r v i c e s  f o r  [ EA C H  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  OF] e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  r e p r e s e n t e d

by not less t h a n  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  r e s i d i n g  in the dis tr i c t .

* Sec. 3. AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 1 8 6 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s hall p r o v i d e  for s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  in a school

in the s t a t e - o p e r a t e d  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  for [EACH C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  OF] 

e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  by not less t h a n  five c h i l d r e n  residing 

in the a r e a  s e r v e d  by the school.

* Sec. 4. AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 1 9 0  is r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 5. AS 1 4 . 3 0 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 1 9 1 .  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  S T A N D A R D S  BY D E P A R T M E N T S  OF

E D U C A T I O N  A N D  H E A L T H  A N D  W E LF A R E .  The D e p a r t m e n t s  of E d u c a t i o n  and

H e a l t h  a n d W e l f a r e  s h a l l  c o o p e r a t i v e l y  e s t a b l i s h  by r e g u l a t i o n  d i a g­

no s t i c  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  the 

l e a r n i n g ,  m e n t a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  st a t u s  of e x c e p t i o n a l  ch ildren. Standard:
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r e l a t i n g  to s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  I n d i v i d u a l  o r  g e n e r a l ,  s h a l l  

r e m a i n  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  in c o n j u n c t i o n  

w i t h  the l ocal e d u c a t i o n  agency.

* Sec. 6. AS 14.30.230 is repealed.

K Sec. 7* AS 14.30 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 14.30.231. ADVISORY COMMITTEE. The commissioners of educa­

tion and health and welfare shall establish an advisory committee, the 

function of which is to provide information and guidance for the 

development of appropriate special education programs and services for 

exceptional children. Membership of the advisory committee shall 

include, but not be limited to, persons representing local education 

agencies, state agencies, parent groups and organizations concerned 

with programs and services for exceptional children.

* Sec. 8. AS 14.30.285 is repealed.

* Sec. 9. AS 14.30 Is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 14.30.287. EXCEPTIONAL PUPILS WITHIN THE STATE. (a) An 

exceptional child may be sent to another school district, with the 

consent of the district, or state-operated school if the child resides 

in a district or school attendance area where there is- no provision 

for classes or the special education class Is not appropriate for the 

needs of the child.

(b) If a s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  or the c o m m i s s i o n e r  if a s t a t e - o p e r a t e d  

s c h o o l ,  a p pr o v e s  the e n r o l l m e n t  of an e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d  in a n o t h e r  

s c h o o l  d i st r i c t  or s t a t e - o p e r a t e d  s c h o o l  a p p r o v e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  

an d  the c h i l d  is e n r o l l e d  in the I n s t i t u t i o n ,  the child's e d u c a t i o n  

e x p e n s e s  s h a l l  be p a i d  for as f o l l o w s :

(1) the school district or the Department of Education shall 

pay the receiving district an amount of money equal to the receiving 

district's local cost per pupil rate;
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(2) the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  s h a l l  pay the r e m a i n d e r  of 

t h e  an n u a l  cost of the chil d ' s  e d u c a t i o n  a bove that  p r o v i d e d  for in 

(b)(1) of t h i s  section.

(c) F o r  the p u r p o s e s  of this s e c t i o n  a chil d ' s  e d u c a t i o n  e x p e n s e s 

are l i m i t e d  to the cost of the p u p i l ' s  an n ua l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to and 

f r o m  his d e s t i n a t i o n  an d  th e  a c t u a l  cost of n e c e s s a r y  care, i n c l u d i n g  

r o o m  and b o a r d ,  w h i l e  a t t e n d i n g  the d e s i g n a t e d  i n s t i t u ti o n .

* Sec. 10. AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 2 9 5 ( b ) ( 2 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(2) the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  s h al l  pay w h i c h e v e r  of the 

f o l l o w i n g  a m o u n t s  is less, bu t  not to e x c e e d  $6 ,000 [$3,000]:

(A) 75 p e r  cent of th e  a n n u a l  cost o f  the child's 

e d u c a t i o n ;  or

(B) an a m o u n t  w h i c h ,  w h e n  a d d e d  to the c o n t r i b u t i o n  in

(b)(1) of this s e c t i o n ,  eq u a l s  the t otal cost o f  the child's 

e d u c a t i o n ;

* Sec. 11. AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 2 9 5 ( b ) ( 3 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(3) the p a r e n t  or g u a r d i a n  s hall pay the r e m a i n d e r  of the 

cost un l e s s  [THE S C H O O L  B O A R D  OR] the c o m m i s s i o n e r  [, IF A STA T E -  

O P E R A T E D  S C H O O L , ]  d e t e r m i n e s  u p o n  the basis of s t a n d a r d s  set by the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e al t h  

a n d  W e l f a r e ,  that the p a r e n t  o r  g u a r d i a n  is u n a b l e  to pay all or part 

of the r e m a i n d e r  of the cost. The [ S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  O R  THE] D e p a r t m e n t  

of E d u c a t i o n  [, IF A S T A T E - O P E R A T E D  S C H O O L , ]  s h a l l  pay the r e m a i n d e r  

of the cost w h i c h  the p a r e n t  or g u a r d i a n  is u n a b l e  to pay.

* Sec. 12. AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 3 3 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) F i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a s t u d e n t  for s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  is the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .  The  c h i l d  s hall u n d e r g o  e v a l u a t i o n  

as d e f i n e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  the d e p a r t m e n t  [ P H Y S I C A L  A N D  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  

E X A M I N A T I O N ]  by q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  the p u r p o s e  of d e t e r m i n i n g
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w h e t h e r  or not the c h i l d  is capa b l e  of r e c e i v i n g  b e n e f i t  f r o m  e n r o l l m e n t  

in a s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  [ A T T E N D I N G  C L A S S E S  P O R  E X C E P T I O N A L  

C H ILDREN]. If d e t e r m i n e d  e l i g i b l e  and c a p a b l e  of r e c e i v i n g  b e n e f i t ,  

and u p o n  a p p r o v a l  of the a p p l i c a t i o n  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  the c h i l d

sh a l l  be r e c o m m e n d e d  for e n r o l l m e n t .

K Sec. 13- AS l 4 . 3 0 . 3 5 0  is repealed.

" Sec. 14. AS 1 4.30 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 14.30.351. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In secs. 180 - 351 of this c h a p t e r

(1) " e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n " means c h i l d r e n  w h o d i f f e r  markedlyj 

fr o m  t h e i r  peers to the d eg r e e  that they are b e t t e r  s e r v e d  by p l a c e m e n t  

in a s p e c i a l  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  d e s i g n e d  to s er v e  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  

e x c e p t i o n a l i t y ; these c h i l d r e n  may be i d e n t i f i e d  in the f o l l o w i n g  

c a t e g o r i e s :

(A) "men t a l l y  r e t a r d e d "  i n c l u de s  t hose c h i l d r e n  of 

e d u c a b l e  and t r a i n a b l e  m i n d  w h o  c o n s i s t e n t l y  d e m o n s t r a t e  e v i d e n c e  j 

of r e d u c e d  a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t  or s oc i a l  b e h a v i o r  and w h o s e  j 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  p o t e n t i a l  ind ic a t e s  r e s t r i c t i o n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e l o w  

that of t h e i r  p e e r s ;

(B) " p h y s i c a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d "  i n c l u d e s  c h i l d r e n  w h o s e  

k n o w n  or d i a g n o s e d  p h y s i c a l  i m p a i r m e n t s  are so se v e r e  or i n v o l v e d  

t ha t  s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  e q u i p m e n t  or m e t h o d s  are n e e d e d  to mak e  

t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  e f f e ct i v e ;

(C) " e m o t i o n a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d "  i n c l u d e s  c h i l d r e n  w h o s e  

k n o w n  or d i a g n o s e d  e m o t i o n a l  i m p a i r m e n t  is so s e v e r e  or i n v o l v e d  

that s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  e q u i p m e n t  or m e t h o d s  are n e e d e d  to mak e  

t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  effec t i v e;

(D) " c h i l d r e n  w i t h  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s "  i n c l ud e s  

t h o s e  who e x h i b i t  d i s o r d e r s  in one or m o r e  of the b a s i c  l e a r n i n g  

p r o c e s s e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  c o m p r e h e n d i n g  or u s i n g  e x p r e s s i v e  or

SB 500 a m  H - 4 -
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r e c e p t i v e  l a n g u a g e  and w h o  ma y  r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  e q u i p­

ment or m e t h o d s  to m a k e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  e f f e ct i v e ;

(E) " g if t e d "  i n c l u d e s  c h i l d r e n  h a v i n g  o u t s t a n d i n g  

i n t e l l e c t ,  a b i l i t y  or c r e a t i v e  talent; p r o g r a m s  or s e r v i c e s  

b e y o n d  the l e v el  of t h o s e  o r d i n a r i l y  p r o v i d e d  as r e g u l a r  sch o o l 

p r o g r a m s  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  to t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  for s u p p l e m e n t a l  

f u n d i n g  on an a p p r o v e d  p r o g r a m  basis;

(F) " m u l t i p l e  - h a n d i c a p p e d "  i n c l u d e s  c h i l d r e n  w h o s e  

k n o w n  or d i a g n o s e d  h a n d i c a p s  are d e t e r m i n e d  to be any c o m b i n a t i o n  

of (A) - (E) of this p a r a g r a p h  w h o s e  needs d e m a n d  the p r o v i s i o n  

of s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  e q u i p m e n t  or m e t h o d s  to m a k e  t h e i r  e d u c a­

t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  e f f ec t i v e ;

(2) " s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s "  m e a n s  but is not l i m i t e d  to t r a n s­

po r t a t i o n ,  s p e c i a l  t e a c h i n g ,  c o r r e c t i v e  te a c h i n g ,  c o r r e c t i v e  h e a l t h  

h a b i t s ,  an d  the p r o v i s i o n  of s p e c i a l  seats, b o o k s ,t e a c h i n g  s u pplies, 

f a c i l i t i e s ,  an d  e q u i p m e n t  r e q u i r e d  for t he  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  

c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  i n c l u d e s  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  for c h i l d r e n  w h o  cannot 

u t i l i z e  r e g u l a r  c l a s s r o o m  i n s t r u c t i o n .
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