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IN T H E  S E N A T E  /  ' BY B E G I C H

IN TH E  L E G I S L A T E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

/  A B I L L

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Apt r e l a t i n g  to e d u c a t i o n  for e x c e p t i o n a l  children.

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS l A . 3 0 . l k p  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. l A .3 0 . l 8 0 .  PURPOSE. It is t h e  p u r p o s e  of secs. 180 - 350 

of  this c h a p t e r  to p r o v i d e  co m p e t e n t  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  for the e x c e p­

tional c h i l d r e n  o f  l e g a l  s c h o o l  age,, in the s t a t e  [FIVE Y E A R S  OF  AG E  OR 

O L D E R  A N D  U N D E R  19] for w h o m  the r e g u l’hp  s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s  are i n a d e­

qua t e  or n o t  avai la b l e .

\
* Sec. 2, AS l A . 3 0 . 1 8 6 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to readp

\

(a) A b o r o u g h  o r  city s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  ^ h a l l  p r o v i d e  for s p e c i a l
\

s e r v i c e s  f o r  [EACH C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  OF] e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  r e p r e s e n t e d
i

by  not l ess t h a n  f ive c h i l d r e n  r e s i d i n g  in tb|e district.

* Sec. 3. AS l A . 3 0 . 186(b) is a m e n d e d  to read: I
I

(b) The d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  in a sch o o l  

in the s t a t e - o p e r a t e d  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  for [IjjkcH C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  OF]

e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  by no t  les? t ha n  five c h i l d r e n  residing
|

in the a r e a  s e r v e d  by the school. j

* Sec. A. AS l A . 30.190 is rep e a l e d .  I

* Sec. 5. 7 AS l A.30 Is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a njew s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. l A . 3 0 . 1 9 1 .  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  S T A N D A R D S  BY D E P A R T M E N T S  OF
I

E D U C A T I O N  A N D  H E A L T H  A N D  W E L F A R E .  The D e p a r t m e n t s  of E d u c a t i o n  and
I

H e a l t h  and W e l f a r e  s h a l l  c o o p e r a t i v e l y  e s t a b l i s h  by r e g u l a t i o n  diag-
/

n o s t i c  s t a n d a r d s  for the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n / a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the 

le a r n i n g ,  m e n t a l  an d  p h y s i c a l  status o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  children. St a n d a r d s
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r e l a t i n g  to s p e ci a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s , i n d i v i d u a l  or g en eral, s hall 

r e m a i n  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  in con,junction 

w i t h  the l ocal e d u c a t i o n  agency.

* Sec. 6. AS l4.3 0 . 2  30 is repealed.

* Sec. 7 . AS 14.30 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a new s e c t i o n  to read:

L i l t "  U U 1 1 1 1 I 1 1  O  O  -L U l i C l ' O  U  J. C r U . U k J C l ““

ti o n  and h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  s hall e s t a b l i s h  an a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e ,  the 

f u n c t i o n  of w h i c h  is to p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  g u i d a n c e  for the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of a p p r o p r i a t e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  and s e r v i c e s  for 

e x c e p t i o n a l  children. M e m b e r s h i p  of the a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  

include, but n o t  be l i m i t e d  to, pers on s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  l o c a l  e d u c a t i o n  

a g e n c i e s , s tate a g e n c i e s , pa r e n t  groups and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  pr o g r a m s  and s e r v i ce s  for e x c e p t i o n a l  children.

U- o  ^  0  n o  "i Ii o  c  o  o n  /  \ • -1 -i < ->“ u c u . u . h o  i i ,  j u  o o u v , c y  i s  a m e n u e u  uo reau:

(c) P inal c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of a s t u d e n t  for s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  is the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the c om m i s s i o n er .  The c h i l d  sh a l l  u n d e r g o  e v a l u a t ion 

as d e f i n e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  of the d e p a r t m e n t  [ P H Y S I C A L  A N D  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  

E X A M I N A T I O N ]  by q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l  for the p u r p o s e  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  

w h e t h e r  or not the child is c a p a b le  of r e c e i v i n g  b e n e f i t  f r o m  e n r o ll m e n t

in a s p e c i al  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  [ A T T E N D I N G  C L A S S E S  F O R  E X C E P T I O N A L  

CHILDREN]. If d e t e r m i n e d  e l i g i b l e  and capab l e  o f  r e c e i v i n g  b e n e f i t ,  

and u p o n  a p pr o v a l  of the a p p l i c a t i o n  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  the c hild 

shall be r e c o m m e n d e d  for enroll me n t .  

x Sec. 9- AS l 4 . 3 0 . 3 50  is repealed.

* Sec. 10. AS 14.30 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 14.30.351. D E F I N I TI O N S .  In secs. l80 - 351 of  this c h a p t e r

(1) " e x c e p t i o n a l  chi l d r en "  means c h i l d r e n  w h o  d i f f e r  m a r k e d­

ly f r o m  t h e i r  peers to the degree that they are b e t t e r  s e r v e d  by p l a c e­

ment in a s p e c i a l  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  d e s i g n e d  to s e r v e  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  
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,y

(A) " m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d "  i n c l u d e s  t h os e  c h i l d r e n  of 

educab.le . and t r a i n a b l e  m i n d  w h o  c o n s i s t e n t l y  d e m o n s t r a t e  e v i d e n c e  

of r e d u c e d  a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t  or s o c i a l  b e h a v i o r  and w h o s e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  .potential i n d i c a t e s  r e s t r i c t i o n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e l o w  

tha t of t h e i r  peers;

(B) " p h y s i c a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d "  i n c l u d e s  c h i l d r e n  w h o s e  

k n o w n  o r  d i a g n o s e d  p h y s i c a l  i m p a i r m e n t s  ar e  so s e v e r e  or i n v o l v e d 

that s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  e q u i p m e n t  or m e t h o d s  are n e e d e d  to mak e  

t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  ef f e c t i v e ;

(C) " e m o t i o n a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d "  in c l u d e s  c h i l d r e n  w ho s e  

k n o w n  or d i a g n o s e d  e m o t i o n a l  i m p a i r m e n t  is so s e v e r e  or i n v o l v e d  

that s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s , e q u i p m e n t  or m e t h o d s  are n e e d e d  to mak e  

t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  ef f e c t i v e ;

(D) " c h i l d r e n  w i t h  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s "  in c ludes 

t h o s e w h o  e x h i b i t  d i s o r d e r s  in one or m o r e  of the b a s i c  l e a r n i n g  

p r o c e s s e s  i n v o l v e d  in c o m p r e h e n d i n g  or u s i n g  e x p r e s s i v e  or r e c e p­

tiv e  l a n g u a g e  a nd  w h o  m a y  r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  eq u i p m e n t  

or m e t h o d s  to m a k e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  effe c t i ve ;

(E) ”gifted" i n c l u d e s  c h i l d r e n  h a v i n g  o u t s t a n d i n g  

i n t e l l e c t ,  a b i l i t y  or c r e a t i v e  talent. P r o g r a m s  or s e r v i c e s 

b e y o n d  the l e v e l  of t hose o r d i n a r i l y  p r o v i d e d  as r e g u l a r  schoo,l 

p r o g r a m s  s h a l l  be s u b m i t t e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  for s u p p l e m e n t a l  

f u n d i n g  on an a p p r o v e d  p r o g r a m  basis.

(F) " m u l t i p l e  - h a n d i c a p p e d "  in c l u d e s  c h i l d r e n  w ho s e  

k n o w n  or d i a g n o s e d  h a n d i c a p s  are d e t e r m i n e d  to be any c o m b i n a t i o n  

of (A) - (E) of this p a r a g r a p h  w h o s e  n e e d s  d e m a n d  the p r o v i s i o n  

of s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  e q u i p m e n t  or m e t h o d s  to m a k e  t h e i r  educa-

e x c e p t i o n a l i t y  ; t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  m a y  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  in' t h e  f o l l o w i n g

c a t e g o r i e s :
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(2) " s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s "  m e a n s  b ut  is not l i m i t e d  to 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s p e c i a l  t e a c h in g ,  c o r r e c t i v e  t e a c h i n g ,  c o r r e c t i v e  . 

h e a l t h  habi t s ,  and the p r o v i s i o n  of s p e c i a l  seats, b o o k s ,  t e a c h i n g  

s u p p l ie s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and e q u i p m e n t  r e q u i r e d  for the i n s t r u c t i o n  of 

e x c e p t i o n a l  c h ildren, a n d  i n c l u d e s e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  for c h i l d r e n  

w h o  cannot u t i l i z e  r e g u l a r  c l a s s r o o m  i n s t r u ct i o n .

t i o n a l  program e f f e c t i v e ;
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