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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 6 / 7 0  8
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h ,  W e l f a i
and E d u c a t i o n

/

IN T H E  S E N A T E  /  BY BEGICH

S E N A T E / B I L L  NO. 5 0 0

..J.... IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE  S T A T E  OF AL A S K A

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

/ A B I L L

For an Act ent it l e d :  "An A c t / r e l a t i n g  to educat.i-dn for e x c e p t i o n a l  chll(Fren.|

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE,' O P  ALASKA: |

/ j
* S e c t i o n  1. AS l 4 . 3 0 . l 8 G  is a m e n d e d  to read: f

I
: I

Sec . \ l 4 .30'Vl80. PURPOSE. It is the p u r p o s e  of secs. 180 - 350

o f  this c h a p t e r  to p r o v i d e  c o m p e t e n t  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  for the e x c e p­

tional c h i l d r e n  of l e g a l  sch'Q.o'1 age in the s t a t e  [FIVE Y E A R S  OF A G E 1 OR 

O L D E R  AND U N D E R  19] for w h o m  the"spegular s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s  are [INADE-. 

Q UATE OR] n o t  a vailably.

'x' Sec. 2. AS 14 . 30 .1/6 (a) is a m e n d e d  to\read:

(a) A borougfli"'or city s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for spec i a l

s e r v i c e s  f o r  [EACH C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  OF] e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  r e p r e s e n t e d

In the district, 

lead:

or s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  in a school 

r [EACH C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  OF]

by not less t han five c h i l d r e n  r e s i d i n g

* Sec. 3. AS 14 . 30 . 1§>6 (b ) is a m e n d e d  to r

(b) The d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f

in the s t a t e - o p e r a t e d  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  fq

. ' !
e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  by n o t ( l e s s  than five c h i l d r e n  residing

in the a r e a  s e r v e d  b y / t h e  school. j

B Sec. 4. AS l4.307Z'§0 is repe a le d .  I

* Sec. 5. AS 14.30 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a ne w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 1 / 1 /  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  S T A N D A R D S  BY D E P A R T M E N T S  OF

E D U C A T I O N  A N D  H E A L T H  A N D  W E L F A R E .  The D e p a r t m e n t s  of E d u c a t i o n  and

H e a l t h  and W e l f a r e  s h a l l  c o o p e r a t i v e l y  esta.blish by r e g u l a t i o n  d i a g­

no s t i c  s t a n d a r d s  for the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the 

l ea r n i n g , m e n t a l  an d  p h y s i c a l  status of e x c e p t i o n a l  children. S t a n d a r d
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r e l a t i n g  to special e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  i n d i v i d u a l  or g e n er a l ,  s h al l  

r e m a i n  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  in c o n j u n c t i o n  

w i t h  the l o c a l  e d u c a t i o n  agency.

* Sec. 6. AS 1 4 .3 0 . 2 5 6  is r e pealed.
\ .... •

* Sec. 7 . AS 14.30 .ip a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a new s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 14.30.2/1. A D V I S O R Y  CO MMITTEE. The c o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f  e d u c a­

tion and health" and w e l f a r e  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  an a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e ,  the 

f u n c t i o n  of w h i c h  is to p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  and g u i d a n c e  fo r the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of a p p r o p r i a t e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  and s e r v i c e s  for 

e x c e p t i o n a l  children. M e m b e r s h i p  of the a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  s hall 

include, but not be l i m i t e d  to, p e r s o n s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  l o c a l  e d u c a t i o n  

a g encies, s t a t e  age n c i e s,  p a r e n t  groups and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n c e r n e d  

wit h progr a m s and s e r vi c e s  for e x c e p t i o n a l  children.

* Sec. 8. AS 1 4 . 3 0 .330(,c) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c.) Pinal c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a s t u d e n t  for s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  is the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r .  The c h i l d  s h a l l  u n d e r g o  e v a l u a t i o n  

as d e f i n e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  o f  the d e p a r t m e n t  [ P H Y S I C A L A N D  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  

E X A M I N A T I O N ]  by q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l  for the p u r p o s e  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  the c hild is c a p a b l e  o f  r e c e i v i n g  b e n e f i t  f r o m  e n r o l l ment 

in a spec i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  [ A T T E N D I N G  C L A S S E S  F O R  E X C E P T I O N A L  

CHILDREN], If d e t e r m i n e d  e l i g i b l e  and capa b l e  o f  r e c e i v i n g  b e n e f i t ,  

and u p o n  ap p r o v a l  of the a p p l i c a t i o n  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  the c hild 

s hall be r e c o m m e n d e d  for en ro l l m e n t .

* Sec. 9- AS 1 4 .3 0 .35/  is r e pealed.

* Sec. 10. AS 14.30 Is- a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 4 . 3 0 . 3 5 1 /  D E FI N I T I O N S . In secs. 180 - 351 of this c h a p t e r

(1) "Zt’cep tional  c h i l d r e n "  means c h i l d r e n  w h o  d i f f e r  m a r k e d­

ly f r o m  t h e i r peers to the degree t hat t hey are b e t t e r  s e r v e d  by p l a c e­

ment in a s p e c ia l  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  d e s i g n e d  to s e r v e  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  

SB 5 0 0  “2-



(

2

4

6

8

9

10

I 1

12

13

1 4

16

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

(A) "men t a l l y  r e t a r d e d "  i n c lu d e s  c h i l d r e n  w h o  c o n s i s­

tently d e m o n s t r a t e  e v i d e n c e  of r e d u c e d  a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t  or 

s o c i a l  b e h a v i o r  a n d  w h o s e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p o t e n t i a l  i n d i c a t e s  

r e s t r i c t i o n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e l o w  that of t h e i r  peers;

(B) " p h y s i c a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d "  i n cl u d e s  c h i l d r e n  whose 

k n o w n  or d i a g n o s e d  p h y s i c a l  i m p a i r m e n t s  are so s ev e r e  or i n v o l v e d  

t hat s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s , e q u i p m e n t  or m e t h o d s  are n e e d e d  to make 

t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  e f f e c t i v e ;

(C) " e m o t i o n a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d "  i n c ludes c h i l d r e n  w hose 

k n o w n  or d i a g n o s e d  e m o t i o n a l  i m p a i r m e n t  is so s e v e r e  or i n v o l v e d  

that s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s , e q u i p m e n t  or m e t h o d s  are n e e d e d  to make 

t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  e f f e c t i ve ;

(D) " c h i l d r e n  w i t h  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s "  i n c ludes 

t h o s e  w h o  e x h i b i t  d i s o r d e r s  in one or m o r e  of the b a s i c  l e a r n i n g  

p r o c e s s e s  i n v o l v e d  in c o m p r e h e n d i n g  or u s i n g  e x p r e s s i v e  or r e c e p­

tive l a n g u a g e  a nd  w h o  may r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  e q u i p m e n t  

or m e t h o d s  to m a k e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  e f fe c t i v e ;

(E) "gift e d "  i n c l u d e s  c h i l d r e n  h a v i n g  o u t s t a n d i n g  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y  or c r e a t i v e  talent, the d e v e l o p m e n t  of w h i c h  

r e q u i r e s  p r o g r a m s  or s er v i c e s  b e y o n d  the l evel o f  those o r d i n a r i l y  

p r o v i d e d  in r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  p r o g ra m s ;

(F) " m u l t i p le  - h a n d i c a p p e d "  i n c l ud e s  c h i l d r e n  w hose 

k n o w n  or d i a g n o s e d  h a n d i c a p s  are d e t e r m i n e d  to be any c o m b i n a t i o n  

of (A) - (E) of this p a r a g r a p h  w h o s e  n eeds d e m a n d  the p r o v i s i o n  

o f  s p e c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  e q u i p m e n t  or m e t h o d s  to m a k e  t h e i r  e d u c a­

ti o n a l  p r o g r a m  e f fe c t i v e ;

(2) " s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s "  m eans but is not l i m i t e d  to
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e x c e p t i o n a l i t y ; t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  may be i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

c a t e g o r i e s :



t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s p e c i a l teaching, c o r r e c t i v e  t e a c h i n g ,  c o r r e c t i v e  

h e a l t h  habits, and the p r o v i s i o n  of s p e c i a l  s e a t s , b o o k s , t e a c h i n g  

s u p p l i e s , f a c i l i t i e s , and e q u i p m en t  r e q u i r e d  for the i n s t r u c t i o n  of 

e x c e p t i o n a l  c h ildren, and includes e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  for c h i l d r e n  

wh o  cannot u t il i z e  r e g u l a r  c l a s s r o o m  Ins t r u c t i o n.


