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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  P a l m e r  O f f e r e d :  5 / 9 / 7 0
R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

IN THE S E N A T E  BY THE J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS F O R S E N A T E  BILL NO. N 7 5 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an Act e n t it l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to c h i l d  n e g l e c t . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E S TA T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 1 . 3 5 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

( b ) F o r  the p u r p o s e s  of (a) of this s e c t i o n  t h e r e  is n o  failure 

to p r o v i d e  care or m e d i c a l  a t t e n d a n c e  to a wif e  or c h i l d  w h o  is p r o v i d e d  

t r e a t m e n t  s o l e l y  by s p i r i t u a l  m e a n s  t h r o u g h  p r a y e r  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

the t e n e t s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  of a r e c o g n i z e d  c h u r c h  or r e l i g i o u s  denomina™ 

ti o n  by an a c c r e d i t e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r  o f  the c h u r c h  or d e n o m i n a t i o n .  

H o w e v e r ,  t his p r o v i s i o n  does n o t  a p p l y  to a w if e  wh o  is n o t  an a d h e r e n t  

of or doe s  no t  b e l i e v e  in the c h u r c h  or r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n  an d  who 

is u na b l e  to p r o v i d e  the care or m e d i c a l  a t t e n d a n c e  for herself.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 7 . 1 0 . 0 8 0  (^"(2) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(2) o r d e r  t ^  m i n o r  r e l e a s e d  to his p a r e n t s ,  gua r d i a n ,  or

some o t h e r  s u i t a b l e  p e r s o n , and, in a p p r o p r i a t e  cases, o r d e r  the 

p a r e n t s ,  g u a r d i a n ,  or o t h e r  p e r s o n  to p r o v i d e  m e d i c a l  or o t h e r  care and 

t r e a t m e n t ; if the court r e l e a s e s  the min o r ,  it shall d i r e c t  the d e p a r t­

ment to s u p e r v i s e  the care and t r e a t m e n t  given to the minor; the 

d e p a r t m e n t’s s u p e r v i s i o n  may no t  e x t e n d  pas t  t h e " d a t e  the m i n o r  b e c o m e s  

19 [21] y e a r s  of a g e , e x c e p t  t hat the d e p a r t m e n t  may p e t i t i o n  the 

court for c o n t i n u e d  s u p e r v i si o n for an. a d d i t i o n a l  o n e - y e a r  p e r i o d  for 

m i n o r s  w h o  h a v e  not r e s p o n d e d  to t r e a t m e n t ; or

* Sec. 3. A S  4 7 . 1 0 . 0 8 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:
\ j

(k) 'Mn m a k i n g  its o r d e r  u n d e r  (c) o f  this s e c tion, the court 

s hall c o n s i d e r  the fact, if it; is a fact, that the m i n o r  wa s  b e i n g
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p r o v i d e d  t r e a t m e n t  by s p i r i t u a l  m e a n s t h r o u g h  p r a y e r  in a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  the t e n e t s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  o f  a r e c o g n i z e d  c h u r c h  or r e l i g i o u s  

d e n o m i n a t i o n  by an a c c r e d i t e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r  o f  t h e  ch u r c h  or d e n o m i n a­

tion.

B Sec. 4. AS 47.10 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 47.10.085. D E P E N D E N T  M IN O R ;  R E L I G I O U S  T R E A T ME N T .  In a case 

in w h i c h  the m i n o r’s status as a d e p e n d e n t  m i n o r  is sou g h t  to be b a s e d  

on  his n e e d  for m e d i c a l  care, the court may, upo n c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the 

h e a l t h  of the m i n o r  an d  the fact, if it is a fact, that the m i n o r  is 

b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  t r e a t m e n t  by s p i r i t u a l  m e a n s  t h r o u g h  p r a y e r  in accordance 

w i t h  the t e n e t s  an d p r a c t i c e s  of a r e c o g n i z e d  c h u r c h  or r e l i g i o u s  

d e n o m i n a t i o n  by an a c c r e d i t e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r  of th e  c h u r c h  or d e n o m i n a­

tion, d i s m is s  the p r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  t h e r e b y  c lo s e  the matter. This may 

be done, in the i n t e r e s t s  of j u s t i c e  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  f r eedom, on the 

c o u r t’s own m o t i o n  or u pon the a p p l i c a t i o n  of a p a r t y  to the pr o c e e di n g s  

at any stage o f  the p r o c e e d i n g s  a f t e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  is g i v e n  to the 

court u n d e r  sec. 20(a) of this chapter.
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