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B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  BY 
IN T H E  S E N A T E  R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  j

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 445 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the p r o t e c t i o n  of f o r e s t s  and

f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 l . 1 5 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 1 . 1 5 . 06 0 .  [ P R O C E D U R E  F O R  FIRE] P E R M I T S.  Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

shall, by r e g u l a t i o n ,  p r e s c r i b e  the c o n d i t i o n s  of a n d  the m a n n e r  for

o b t a i n i n g  a p e r m i t  [ F I RE  P E R M I T S ] .  F a i l u r e  to o b t a i n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  [A]

p e r m i t  [ W H E N  R E Q U I R E D ] ,  or v i o l a t i o n  of a c o n d i t i o n  [TERM] of the 

p e r m i t  is a m i s d e m e a n o r .

* Sec. 2. A S  4 1 . 1 5 . 1 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 1 . 1 5 . 11 0 .  A L L O W I N G  F I R E  T O  E S C A P E  O R  F A I L U R E  TO M A K E  

[EVE R Y ]  E F F O R T  T O  E X T I N G U I S H  AS M I S D E M E A N O R .  (aj A p e r s o n  w h o  knows 

o f  a fir e  or sets a f ire on f o r e s t e d  lands owned, p o s s e s s e d ,  or c o n­

t r o l l e d  by him, s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  due care to p r e v e n t  the u n c o n t r o l l e d  

s p r e a d  of th e  fire. A p e r s o n  f a i l i n g  to e x e r c i s e  due care w h i c h  

r e s u l t s  in s p r e a d  of the f i r e  and d a m a g e  to p r o p e r t y  of a n o t h e r  is 

g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  [ H A V I N G,  O R  S E T T I N G  O N  F I R E  T I M B E R ,  BRUSH,

G R A S S  O R  O T H E R  I N F L A M M A B L E  M A T E R I A L  L O C A T E D  O R  G R O W I N G  ON L A N D S  TH A T

AR E  OWN E D ,  P O S S E S S E D  O R  C O N T R O L L E D  B Y  HIM, S H A L L  D O  SO AT TH E  TIME,

IN T H E  M A N N E R  A N D  W I T H  P R U D E N T  CAR E  SO AS TO P R E V E N T  IT F R O M  S P R E A D I N G  

A N D  D O I N G  D A M A G E  TO O T H E R  P R O P E R T Y ,  AN D IF HE F A I L S  T O  DO SO HE IS 

N E G L I G E N T  A N D  G U I L T Y  OF A M I S D E M E A N O R ] .

(b) A  p e r s o n  w h o  [, K N O W I N G  OF A F I R E  S E T  B Y  H I M  ON LAN D , ]

n e g l e c t s  t o  m a k e  e v e r y  e f f o r t  p o s s i b l e  to e x t i n g u i s h  a fire he k n o w i n g l y
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sets on f o r e s t e d  lands [IT] or w h o  leaves suc h  a fire u n a t t e n d e d  is 

[ N E G L I G E N T  AND] gu i lt y  o f  a m i s d e m e a n o r ,

(c ) In a c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  this s e c ti o n ,  t h e  e s c a p e  

of the fire is p r e s u m p t i v e  e v i d e n c e  of n e g l i g e n c e  by t h e " p e r s o n  r e s p o n­

sib l e  for s t a r t i n g  t h e  fire and u n l e s s  r e b u t t e d  is s u f f i c i e n t  to s u s t a i n  

a convic t i o n,

* Sec. 3. AS 4 1 . 15 , 1 7 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(4) "da m a g e s " i n c l u d e s  costs i n c u r r e d  in s u p r e s s i n g ,  c o n­

t r o l l i n g  or e x t i n g u i s h i n g  a fire.

* Sec. 4. AS 41.15 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

A R T I C L E  5. G E N E R A L  

Sec. 41.15.700.- E N F O R C E M E N T  A U T H O R I T Y .  (a) Th e  f o l l o w i n g  I

p e r s o n s  are p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  of the state and they s h a l l  e n f o r c e  the 

p r o v i s i o n s  of this c h a p t e r  an d  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o m u l g a t e d  u n d e r  this 

chapter:

(1) S o l e l y  for the p u r p o s e  of e n f o r c i n g  this c h ap t e r ,  an 

e m p l o y e e  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  or o t h e r  pers on ,  

a u t h o r i z e d  by th e  c o m m i s s i o ne r ;

(2) A p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  in the state.

(b) A p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  in (a) of this s e c t i o n  may, w h e n  e n f o r c i n g  

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of this c h a p t e r  or a r e g u l a t i o n  m a d e  u n d e r  t his chapter:

(1) E x e c u t e  a w a r r a n t  or o t h e r  p r o c e s s  i s s u e d  by a n  o f f i c e r  

or court of c o m p e t en t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ;

(2) A d m i n i s t e r  or t ake an oath, a f f i r m a t i o n  or a f f i d a v i t ;

and

(3) A r r e s t  a p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  a p r o v i s i o n  o f  thi s c h a p t e r  

or a r e g u l a t i o n  m a d e  u n d e r  this chapter.

* Sec. 5. This Act takes ef f e ct  o n  the day a f t e r  its p a s s a g e  an d  a p p r o v a l

on the day it b e c o m e s  law w i t h o u t  a p proval.
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