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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r : ler
A

IN THE S E N A T E

I

I CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. All
s

IN |THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S

N bY THE H EA L T H ,  W E L F A R E  
A\TD E D U C A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E

Offered: 2 / 1 1 / 7 0
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

OF ALjASKA

\ S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECj#FD S E S S I O N  \

A B I L L

F o r  an Act entitled: \ " A n  Ac t  relating/tol a b o r t i o n s ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F / T H E  S T A t A  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 1 . 1 5 . 0 &D~~irg' r e p e a l e d  an d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 11.15 . 0 6 0 .  A B O R T I O N .  (a) A pers o n , no t  a p h y s i c i a n ,  wh o  

p r o v i d e s  to a wo m a n ,  or p r o c u r e s  a w o m a n  to take, a drug, m e d i c i n e ,  or 

subs t a n ce ,  o r  uses any i n s t r u m e n t  or o t h e r  m e a n s  w h a t e v e r  upon a w o m a n  

wi t h  intent to ind u c e  an a b o r t i o n  of a w o m a n  is p u n i s h a b l e  by i m p r i s o n­

ment for not less t h a n  one y e a r  n o r  m o r e  tha n  five years. Fo r  p u r p o s e s  

of this s e c t i o n  it s h a l l no t  be n e c e s s a r y  to p r o v e  that the w o m a n  was 

in fact p r e g n a n t ,  n o r  tha t  an a r t i f i c i a l  i n t e r r u p t i o n  of p r e g n a n c y  

o c c u r r e d .

(b) A p h y s i c i a n  w h o  p r o v i d e s  to a woman, or p r o c u r e s  a w o m a n  to 

take, a drug, m e d i c i n e ,  or subst a n c e ,  or uses any i n s t r u m e n t  or o t h e r  

m eans w h a t e v e r  upo n a wo m a n , w i t h  int e n t  to i n d u c e  an a b o r t i o n  of a 

w o m a n  a ft e r  the 1 2 t h  w e e k  of g e s t a t i o n  w i t h o u t  the e x p r e s s  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  

of the t h e r a p e u t i c  a b o r t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  of the h o s p i t a l  at w h i c h  the 

a b o r t i o n  is to be p e r f o r m e d ,  or a p h y s i c i a n  w h o  p r o v i d e s  to a woman, 

or p r o c u r e s  a w o m a n  to take, a drug, m e d i c i n e ,  or subst a n c e ,  or uses 

any i n s t r u m e n t  or o t h e r  m e a n s  w h a t e v e r  upo n  a wo m an ,  w i t h  intent to 

i n d u c e  an a b o r t i o n  of a w o m a n  a f t e r  the 12th w e e k  of g e s t a t i o n  in any 

p l a c e  o ther t h a n  a h o s p i t a l  is gu il t y  of a felony, and upo n  c o n v i c t i o n  

is p u n i s h a b l e  by i m p r i s o n m e n t  fo r  a p e r i o d  o f  no t  less tha n three, no r  

mor e than five years.

(1) A p h y s i c i a n  may t e r m i n a t e  a w o m a n ' s  p r e g n a n c y  if the
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t h e r a p e u t i c  a b o r t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  at w h i c h  t h e  a b o r t i o n  is 

to be  p e r f o r m e d  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t he c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e g n a n c y  

w i l l  g r a v e l y  i m p a i r  t h e  m e n t a l  or  p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  w o m a n ,  t h a t  

t he h u s b a n d ,  i f  a n y  a n d  i f  a v a i l a b l e ,  o f  t h e  p r e g n a n t  w o m a n  h a s  b e e n  

c o n s u l t e d ,  a n d  t h a t ,  in a n o n e m e r g e n c y  c a s e ,  a p e r i o d  o f  at l e a s t  72 
h o u r s  w i l l  t r a n s p i r e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  

a n d  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .

(2) E v e r y  h o s p i t a l  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e r a p e u t i c  a b o r t i o n s  s h a l l  

h a v e  a t h e r a p e u t i c  a b o r t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h r e e  p e r s o n s  c h o s e n  b y  t h e  

h o s p i t a l .  T he p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  is t o ' d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  a p p l i c a n t s  

f o r  t h e r a p e u t i c  a b o r t i o n s ,  i f  any, w a r r a n t  a b o r t i o n s .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  

s h a l l  r e g i s t e r  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  H e a l t h  a n d  W e l f a r e  a n d  c e r t i f y  

to t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  e a c h  a b o r t i o n  a p p r o v e d ,  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  a b o r t i o n  

a n d  s u c h  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  as t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  m a y  b y  g e n e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n  

r e q u i r e .

(c) T he a r t i f i c i a l  i n t e r r u p t i o n  o f  p r e g n a n c y  b y  a l i c e n s e d  

p h y s i c i a n  b e f o r e  12 w e e k s  o f  g e s t a t i o n ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  h u s b a n d ,  if  

a n y  a n d  i f  a v a i l a b l e ,  of  t h e  p r e g n a n t  w o m a n  h a s  b e e n  c o n s u l t e d ,  a n d  that 

in  a n o n e m e r g e n c y  c a s e ,  a p e r i o d  o f  at l e a s t  72 h o u r s  w i l l  t r a n s p i r e  

b e t w e e n  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  

o p e r a t i o n ,  is a m a t t e r  o f  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e  a n d  n o t  p r o h i b i t e d  b y  

c r i m i n a l  law.

* Sec. 2. (a) T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  a b o r t i o n  l a w  i n  t h i s  A c t  s h a l l  b e ­

c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  30 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  c e r t i f i e s  t h a t  t he 

v o t e r s  in t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  19 7 0  a f f i r m a t i v e l y  a p p r o v e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

r e f e r e n d u m  w h i c h  s h a l l  be  p l a c e d  b e f o r e  the v o t e r s  at t h a t  e l e c t i o n :

S h a l l  t he p r o v i s i o n s  o f  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  S e s s i o n  L a w s  o f  A l a s k a  

1 9 7 0 ,  w h i c h  p e r m i t s  a b o r t i o n  in  c e r t a i n  c a s e s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e r a p e u t i c  

a b o r t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  p e r m i t s  a b o r t i o n  b y  a l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  in 
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c e r t a i n  c a s e s  b e f o r e  12 w e e k s  o f  g e s t a t i o n ,  be  a p p r o v e d ?

[ ] YES 

C ] NO

(b) T h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  s h a l l  f i l l  in t h e  b l a n k  in (a) o f  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  c h a p t e r  n u m b e r  o f  t h i s  A c t  a n d  s h a l l  m a k e  c o p i e s  of  

t h i s  A c t  a v a i l a b l e  to v o t e r s  in t h e  p r i m a r y  a n d  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  in 1970.
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