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IN THE SENATE BY RADER

S E N A T E  B I L i  NO . 4 n

I N  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O r  TH E  S T A T E  OP A L A S K A

S I X T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - SECOND S E S S IO N

A B I L L

Fo r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to a b o r t i o n s . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OP THE S T A T E  OF  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 1 . 1 5 . 0 6 0  is r e p e a l e d  and r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

/
Sec. H.15. , 0 6 0 .  ABO RT I O N .  (a) A person, no t  a p h y s i c i a n ,. w h o  

p r o v i d e s  to a / w o m a n ,  or p r o c u r e s  a w o m a n  to take, a drug, m e d i c i n e ,  or 

s u b s t a n c e 5 /or uses any i n s t r u m e n t  or o t h e r  m ea n s  w h a t e v e r  upo n  a w o m a  

w i t h  i n t e n t  to i n d u c e  an a b o r t i o n  of a w o m a n  is p u n i s h a b l e  by i m p r i s o n­

men t  for n o t  less t h a n  one y e a r  n o r  m ore t h a n  five years. F o r  p u r p o s e s  of 

this s e c t i o n  it s h a l l  no t  be n e c e s s a r y  to p r o v e  t h a t  the w o m a n  was in 

f act p r e g n a n t ,  n o r  tha t  an a r t i f i c i a l  i n t e r r u p t i o n  of p r e g n a n c y  occurred.

(b) A p h y s i c i a n  w h o  p i o v x d e s  to a w o m a n ,  or p r o c u r e s  a w o m a n  to 

take, a drug, m e d i c i n e ,  or s u b s t a n c e ,  or uses any i n s t r u m e n t  or o t h e r  

m e a n s  -whatever upo n  a w o m a n ,  w i t h  i n t e n t  to i n d u c e  an a b o r t i o n  of a 

w o m a n  a f t e r  the 20th  w e e k  of .gestation w i t h o u t  the e x p r e s s  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  

of  the t h e r a p e u t i c  a b o r t i o n  c p m m i t t e e  of the h o s p i t a l  at w h i c h  the 

a b o r t i o n  is to be p e r f o r m e d ,  ~r a p h y s i c i a n  w h o  p r o v i d e s  to a woman, 

or p r o c u r e s  a w o m a n  to take, drug, m e d i c i n e ,  or su b s t a n c e ,  or uses 

any i n s t r u m e n t  or o t h e r  m e a n s  w h a t e v e r  u pon a w o ma n ,  w i t h  intent to 

i n d u c e  an a b o r t i o n  of a w o m a n  a f t e r  the 2 0th w e e k  of g e s t a t i o n  in any 

p l a c e  o t h e r  than a h o s p i t a l  is g u i l t y  of a felony, and u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  

is p u n i s h a b l e  by i m p r i s o n m e n t  for a p e r i o d  of not less than three, n or  

m o r e  t h a n  five y e a r s .

(1) A p h y s i c i a n  may t e r m i n a t e  a w o m a n ' s  p r e g n a n c y  if the 

t h e r a p e u t i c  a b o r t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  of the h o s p i t a l  at w h i c h  the a b o r t i o n  is
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w i l l  g r a v e l y i m p a i r  the m e n t a l  or p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h  of the woman.

(2) E v er y  h o s p i t a l  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e r a p e u t i c  a b o r t i o n s  s hall

have a t h e r a p e u t i c  a b o r t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  of five pe r sons. The p u r p o s e  of

the com mi t t e e  is to d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  a p p l i c a n t s  for t h e r a p e u t i c  a b o r t i on s ,

if any, 'warrant abortions. The c o m m i t t e e  is to be c o m p r i s e d  of at
■

least one m e d i c a l  doctor, one s o c i o l o g i s t ,  a n d  one lawyer. The c o m m i t­

tee must be r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and. W e l f a r e  and 

certify to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  e ach a b o r t i o n  a p p r o v e d , the r e a s o n  for the 

a b o r t i o n  and such o ther i n f o r m a t i o n  as the c o m m i s s i o n e r  may by g e n e r a l  

r e g u l a t i o n  require.

(c) The a r t i f i c i a l  i n t e r r u p t i o n  of p r e g n a n c y  by a l i c e n s e d  

p h y s i c i a n  b e f o r e  20 w eeks of g e s t a t i o n  is a m a t t e r  of p r a c t i c e  of m e d i­

cine and not p r o h i b i t e d  by c r i m i n a l  law.

t o  be p e r f o r m e d  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e g n a n c y  |
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