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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
I

S I X T H  LE(frSLATURE - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

| A B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  c r e a t i n g  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

S e c t i o n .  1 .  AS 4 4 . 2 9  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :

A R T I C L E  3- E N V I R O N M E N T A L  Q U A L I T Y  CONTROL C O M M I S S I O N .

S e c .  4 4 . 2 9 . 1 0 0 .  THE J i N V I R O N M E N T A L  Q U A L I T Y  CON TRO L C O M M I S S I O N .

(a) T h e r e  i s  c r e a t e d  i n  | h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

Q u a l i t y  C o n t r o l  C o m m i s s i o n  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

c o o r d i n a t o r  a n d  f o u r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  

o f  m a r i n e  r e s o u r c e s ,  a i r  a i| d  w a t e r  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l ,  w i l d l i f e ,  p a r k s  

a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  s i m i l a r  | f i e ' l d s  p a r a m o u n t  i n  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  t h e  c o n ­

c e r n  f o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  q u a l f t y .  P r i o r  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  p r o s ­

p e c t i v e  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  d i s c l l s e  p u b l i c l y  a n y  a n d  e v e r y  f i n a n c i a l  o r  c o m ­

m e r c i a l  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e s o u r c e  u s e .

"(b) M e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  s u b j e c t  t o  c o n f i r ­

m a t i o n  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  j o i n t  s e s s i o n .

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  

H e a l t h  a n d  W e l f a r e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  P u b l i c  W o r k s ,  H i g h w a y s ,  F i s h  

a n d  G am e a n d  t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  s e n a t e  r e s o u r c e s  c o m m i t t e e s  

o r  t h e i r  d e s i g n e e s  s h a l l  b e  e x - o f f i c i o  a d v i s o r y  m e m b e r s .

S e c .  '44.29.110. TERM OF O F F I G E .  T h e  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  a p ­

p o i n t e d  m e m b e r s  i s  f o u r  y e a r s .  T h e  f i r s t  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  s e r v e  a s

f o l l o w s :  t w o  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  t w o  y e a r s  a n d  t w o  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s .

I f  a  v a c a n c y  o c c u r s ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  f i l l  t h e  v a c a n c y  f o r  t h e  u n -
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e x p i r e d  term.

Sec. 99.29.120. REMOVAL. The m e m b e r s  are s u b j e c t  to r e m o v a l  j

d u r i n g  t h e i r  terms for cause only.

Sec. 99.29.130. C O M P E N S A T I O N .  The m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  m a y

n ot r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  for t heir s e r v i c e s , b u t  a r e  e n t i t l e d  to p e r

d i e m  and travel e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by law for o t h e r  b o a r d s  and com- j
|

m i s s i o n s . j

Sec. 9 9.29.190. C H AIRMAN. The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  o r g a n i z e  a n d j

s e l e c t  one of its m e m b e r s  to s erve as c h a i r m a n  of the c o m m i s s io n .  The
l!I

c h a i r m a n s h i p  of the c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  be r o t a t e d  on an a n n u a l  basis.

The c h a i r m a n  s h a l l  be c h i e f e x e c u t i v e  of the commis s i on .

Sec. 99.29.150. PERS O N N E L . The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  em p l o y  s u f f i c i e n t !  

p e r s o n n e l  to carry out the p r o v i s i o n s  of secs. 100 - 170 o f  this c h a p t e r  

Sec. 99.29.l60. M E E T I N G S  AN D  QUORUM. The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  h o l d  

at least two p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  each  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  an d  s h a l l  k e e p  a r e c o r d  

of Its p r o c e e d i n g s  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  open to the p u b l i c  for i n s p e c t i o n .  

S p e c i a l  m e e t i n g s  may be ca l l e d  by the c h a i r m a n  and m u s t  b e  c a l l e d  by h i m  

u p o n  r e c e i p t  of a w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  s i g n e d  by two or m o r e  m e m b e r s  of the 

c o m m i ssion. W r i t t e n  n o t i c e  of each m e e t i n g  s h a l l  b e  d e l i v e r e d  to the 

o f f i c e  or h o m e  of each m e m b e r  of the co m m i ss i o n .  A m a j o r i t y  of the 

m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s t i t u t e  a quoru m .  H o w e v e r ,  a m a j o r i t y  cf 

the ful l  c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s h i p  is r e q u i r e d  to c arry all m o t i o n s ,  1
a p p r o v a l s ,  d i s a p p r o v a l s ,  or r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

Sec. 99.2 9 . 1 7 0.  P O W E R S  A N D  DUTIES. (a) The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l

(1) r e v i e w  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  and m a n a g e m e n t  

of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  in the s t a t e  for the p u r p o s e s  of m a i n t a i n i n g  

e c o l o g i c a l  b a l a n c e  a m o n g  the r e s o u r c e s;

(2) f o r m u l a t e  and r e c o m m e n d  to the g o v e r n o r ,  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  

a nd a p p r o p r i a t e  s ta t e  a g en c i e s  n e e d e d  c h a n g e s  in s t a n d a r d s  for a i r  and
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w a t e r  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l ,  s c e n i c  p r o t e c t i o n ,  an d land use;

(3) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  w h e n  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  by the 

c o m m i s s i o n  for the p u r p o s e  of o b t a i n i n g  e v i d e n c e  and i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a­

tive to e n v i r o n m e n t a l  .quality p r o b l e m s ;  at l east one. s u c h  h e a r i n g  s hall 

be h e l d  a n n u a l l y ;

C^) i s s u e  and m a k e  p u b l i c  a n n u a l  an d  o t h e r  t i m e l y  r e p orts;

(5) r e q u i r e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of i n t e n t  f r o m

(A) p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  or firms w h o . p l a n  to use, lease 

or a c q u i r e  p u b l i c  lands or t h e .n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  on p u b l i c  lands 

for c o m m e r c i a l  gain, or w h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  h a v e  s i g n i f i c a n t  or 

w i d e s p r e a d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  impa c t ;  .

(B) p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  p l a n n i n g  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  ‘p r o­

jec t s ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  w o r k s  or o t h e r  m a j o r  p r o j e c t s  a nd  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  

w i l l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  m o d i f y  the n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ;

(6) a d op t  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

P r o c e d u r e  Act (AS 44.62) to i m p l e m e n t  a n d  e f f e c t u a t e  the p u r p o s e s  of 

secs. 100 - 170 of this chapter;

(7) h a v e  a l l  o t h e r  p o w e r s  n e c e s s a r y  for the c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

c a r r y i n g  ou t  the p u r p o s e s  an d d u t i e s  o f  secs. 100 - 170 of this c h a p te r  

f or the p u r p o s e s  o f  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  secs. 100 - 170 of this c h a p t e r  the 

c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  d e l e g a t e  a u t h o r i t y  to its p e r m a n e n t  s t a f f  to act in its 

b e h a l f  to c a r r y  out the i n t e n t  of the c o m m i s s i o n  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  its 

r ules a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .

(b) T h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of i n t e n t  r e q u i r e d  by (a)(5) of this s e c t i o n 

s h a l l  be on forms p r o v i d e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  c o n t a i n  s u f f i c i e n t  i n­

f o r m a t i o n  on the p r o j e c t  to e na b l e  th e  c o m m i s s i o n  to fully e v a l u a t e  the 

p r o b a b l e  e f f e c t  of the p r o j e c t  on t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  p r o m p t l y  a c k n o w l e d g e  r e c e i p t  of a p r oj e c t
'

n o t i f i c a t i o n  and  s h a l l  w i t h i n  60 day s  e i t h e r
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(1) a p p r ov e  the p r o j e c t  i f  the c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s , in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  its rules and r e g u l a t i o n s  that u n a v o i d a b l e  e n v i r o n­

me n t a l  losses w i l l  be c l e a r l y  o u t w e i g h e d  by o t h e r  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t s , or

(2) d i s a p p r o v e  the p r o j e c t  or r e q u e s t  m o d i f i c a t i o n  of the 

p r o j e c t  if the c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  the c r i t e r i o n  in (1) of this s u b­

se c t i o n  is n o t  met, or

(3) advise the a p p l i c a n t  that a d e c i s i o n  is h e l d  in a b e y a n c e  

p e n d i n g  f u r t h e r  study.

(d) N o t h i n g  in this s e c t i o n  is i n t e n d e d  t o  s u p e r s e d e  the  s t a t u t o r y  

and r e g u l a t o r y  p o w e r s  an d  duties of o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  p r o v i d e d  

that d e c i s i o n s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h  are m o r e  r e s t r i c t i v e  or w h i c h  

d i s a p p r o v e  p r o j e c t s  a p p r o v e d  by ot h e r  a g e n c i e s  w i l l  take p r e c e d e n c e .
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