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IN T H E  SE N A T E BY TH E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

Offered : 4/1/70Refer red : Rules

CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 303 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For an Act entitled: "An Act c r e a t i n g  an e n v i r o n m e n t a l  q u a l i t y  cont ro l

c o m m i s s i o n ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A :

s S e c t i o n  1. AS 44.29 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  ne w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

' A R T I C L E  3. E N V I R O N M E N T A L  Q U A L I T Y  C O N T R O L  COMMISSION.

Sec. 4 4 . 2 9 .1 0 0 .  T HE  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  Q U A L I T Y  C O N T R O L  COMMIS S I O N .

(a) T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  in the O f f i c e  o f  the G o v e r n o r  the E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

Q u a l i t y  C o n t r o l  C o m m i s s i o n  c o m p o s e d  of the g o v e r n o r ' s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

c o o r d i n a t o r  a n d  f o u r  m e m b e r s  of the p u b l i c  s e l e c t e d  for t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  

of ma r i n e  r e s o u r c e s , a i r  an d w a t e r  p o l l u t i o n  c o n trol, w i l d l i f e ,  parks 

and r e c r e a t i o n  an d  s i m i l a r  fields p a r a m o u n t  in w h i c h  s h a l l  be the c o n­

cern for e n v i r o n m e n t a l  quality. H o w e v e r  the m e m b e r s  s h a l l  not h a v e  

c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r e s t  in r e s o u r c e  use.

(b) M e m b e r s  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n o r  s u b j e c t  to confirms 

tiori by a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  in j oint session.

(c) The c o m m i s s i o n e r s  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s ou r c e s ,  

H e a l t h  and W e l f a r e ,  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  Pub l i c W o r k s ,  H i g h w a y s ,  Fish 

and Game and the c h a i r m e n  Of the h o u s e  and s e na t e  r e s o u r c e s  commi t t e e s  

or t h e i r  d e s i g n e e s  s h a l l  be e x - o f f i c i o  a d v i s o r y  members.

Sec. 4 4 . 2 9 . 1 1 0 .  T E R M  O F  OFFICE. T h e  t e r m  of O f f i c e  for the a p­

po i n t e d  m e m b e r s  is f our years. The first m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  s e rv e  as

follows: two m e m b e r s  s h a l l  serve for two y e ar s  and two for four years.

If a v a c a n c y  o c c u r s , the g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  fill the v a c a n c y  for the u n­

ex p i r e d  term.
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Sec. 44.29.120. REMOVAL. The m e m be r s  are subj e c t  to r e m o v a l  

d u r i n g  t h e i r  terms for cause only.

Sec. 44.29.130. COMPEN S A T I O N . The m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  may 

not r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  for t heir s e r v ic e s ,  bu t  are e n t i t l e d  to per 

d i e m  and travel expenses a u t h o r i z e d  by law for other b o a r d s  a n d  c o m­

missions .

Sec. 44.29.140. CHAIRMAN. The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a ll  o r g a n i z e  and 

select one of its memb e r s  to serve as c h a i r m a n  o f  the commis si o n .  The 

c h a i r m a n s h i p  of the c o m m i s s i o n  s hall b e  r o t a t e d  on an an n u a l  basis.

The ch a i r m a n  s h a l l  be c hief e x e c u t i v e  of the commis s i o n .

Sec. 44.29.150. PERSONNEL. The c o m m i s s i o n  s hall em p l o y  s u f f i c i e n t  

p e r s o n n e l  to carry out the p r o v i s i o n s  of secs. 100 - 170 of this c h a p t e r

Sec. 44.29.160. M E E T I N G S  A N D  QUORUM. The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  h o l d  J

at least two public m ee t i n g s  each c a l e n d a r  y e a r  and s h a l l  k e e p  a r e c o r d  

of its p r o c e e d i n g s  w h i c h  s h a l l  be o p e n  to the pu b li c  for inspec t i o n .  

S p e c i al  m e e t i n g s  may be ca l le d  by the c h a i r m a n  and mus t  be c a l l e d  by h i m  

u pon receipt of a w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  s i g n e d  by two or mor e  m e m b e r s  of the 

commission. W r i t t e n  n o t i c e  of each m e e t i n g  s h a l l  be d e l i v e r e d  to the 

o f f i c e  or h o m e  of each m e m b e r  of the commission. A m a j o r i t y  o f  the 

memb e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s t i t u t e  a quorum. H o w e v e r ,  a m a j o r i t y  of 

the full c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s h i p  is r e q u i r e d  to carry all m o t i o n s , 

a p p r o v a l s , d i s a p p r o v a l s ,  or r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

Sec. 4 4 .29.170. POWERS AN D  DUTIES. (a) The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l

(1) r e v i e w  and i n v e s t i g a t e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  and m a n a g e m e n t  

of natu r a l r e s o u r c e s  in the state for the p u r p os e s  of m a i n t a i n i n g  

e c o l o g i c a l  b a l a n c e .a mong the resou r c e s ;

(2) f o r m u l a t e  and r e c o m m e n d  to the g o v e r n o r ,  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  

and a p p r o p r i a t e  s tate agencie's n e e d e d  changes in s t a n d a r d s  for a i r  and 

w a t e r  p o l l u t i o n  control, sc e n ic  p r o t e c t i o n ,  and land use;
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(3) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  w h e n  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  by the 

c o m m i s s i o n  for the p u r p o s e  of o b t a i n i n g  e v i d e n c e  a n d ’i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a­

tive to e n v i r o n m e n t a l  q u a l i t y  p r o b l e m s ;  a t ■least one such  h e a r i n g  shall 

be h e l d  a n n ua l l y ;

(4) i ssue an d  m ake p u b l i c  an n u a l  and o t h e r  timely' r e p o r t s ;

(5) r e q u i r e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of in t e n t  fro m

(A) p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  or firms wh o  p l a n  to use, lease
.

or a c q u i r e  p u b l i c  lands or the n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  on p u b l i c " l a n d s  

for c o m m e r c i a l  gain, or w h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  h a v e  s i g n i f i c a n t  or 

w i d e s p r e a d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  impact;

(B) p u b l i c  agenc i e s  p l a n n i n g  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o­

jects, e n g i n e e r i n g  w o r k s  or o t h e r  m a j o r  p r o j e c t s  and p r o g r a m s  w h i ch  

w ill s i g n i f i c a n t l y  m o d i f y  th e  n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ;

(6) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

Pr o c e d u r e  Act (AS 44.62) to i m p l e m e n t  and e f f e c t u a t e  the p u r p o s e s  of 

secs. 100 - 170 of this chapter;

(7) h a v e  all o t h e r  powers n e c e s s a r y  for a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  wi t h  

c a r r y i n g  out the p u r p o s e s  and du ti e s  of secs. 100 - 170 o f  this chapter, 

for the p u r p o s e s  of a d m i n i s t e r i n g  s e c s . 100 - 170 of this c h a p t e r  the 

c o m m i s s i o n  may d e l e g a t e  a u t h o r i t y  to its p e r m a n e n t  s t a f f  to act in its 

b e h a l f  to carry out the int e n t  of the c o m m i s s i o n  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  its 

rules and r e g u l a t i o n s .

■(b) The n o t i f i c a t i o n  of int e nt  r e q u i r e d  by  (a)(5) of this s e c t i o n  

shall be o n  forms p r o v i d e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n  and c o n t a i n  s u f f i c i e n t  in-' 

f o r m a t i o n  on the p r o j e c t  to en a b l e  the c o m m i s s i o n  to fully e v a l u a t e  the 

p r o b a b l e  e f f e c t  o f■the p r o j e c t  on the e n vi r o n m e n t .

(c) The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a ll  p r o m p t l y  a c k n o w l e d g e  r e c e i p t  of a project

n o t i f i c a t i o n  and s h a l l  w i t h i n  60 days e i t h e r

(1) a p p r o v e  the p r o j e c t  if the c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s ,  in
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a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  i t s  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s , t h a t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

q u a l i t y  w i l l  n o t  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  o r  t h a t  u n a v o i d a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l o s s e s  

w i l l  b e  c l e a r l y  o u t w e i g h e d  b y  o t h e r  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t s ,  o r

(2) d i s a p p r o v e  t h e  p r o j e c t  o r  r e q u e s t  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

p r o j e c t  i f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  i n  (1) o f  t h i s  s u b -  

s e c t i o n  i s  n o t  m e t *  or*

(3) a d v i s e  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t h a t  a  d e c i s i o n  i s  h e l d  i n  a b e y a n c e  

p e n d i n g  f u r t h e r  s t u d y .

(d) N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  s u p e r s e d e  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  

a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s , p r o v i d e d  

t h a t  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h  a r e  m o r e  r e s t r i c t i v e  o r  w h i c h  J

d i s a p p r o v e  p r o j e c t s  a p p r o v e d  b y  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  w i l l  t a k e  p r e c e d e n c e .
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