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’I T H E  SENATE BY  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  BILL NO. 303 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S IXTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N  

A BILL

or an Act entitled: "An Act c r e a t i n g  an e n v i r o n m e n t a l  qual i t y  cont ro l

c o m m i s s i o n ."

E IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Sect io n  1. AS N N . 29 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  new s ec t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  3. E N V I R O N M E N T A L  QUALITY C O N T R O L  COMMISSION.

Sec. 44.29.100. F I N D I N G S  AND PURPOSE. T h e  l e g i s lature recog n i z e s  

that the q u a li t y  of man's life is i r r e v o c a b l y  r e l a t e d  to the q u al i t y  of 

his env i r on m e n t .  It furt h e r r ecognizes that c le a n  air, clean water, 

u n s p o i l e d  lands, and an o v e r a l l  healthy a n d  p l e a s a n t  e n v i r o n m e n t  are 

part of the inalie n a bl e  h e r i t a g e  of the c i t i z e n s  of the state and co n­

stitute t heir greatest w e a l t h  and most i m p o r t a n t  resources. Today 

these p r i c e l e s s  r e sources are i n c r e a s i n g l y  threatened. Eac h  year, our 

a c c e l e r a t i n g  g r ow t h  and e x p a n d i n g  e c o no m y  c o m p o u n d  the nee d  for more 

e f f i c i en t  control of p o l l u t i o n ,  w h e t he r  of air, w a t e r  or land. Because 

of the e c o l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of one r e s o u r c e  to anot h e r  an d because 

of the i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of pol lu t i o n  p r o b l e m s ,  the l e g i s l a t u r e  find3 

that t here Is a need for c o o r d i n a t e d  e f f o r t s  and s o lutions to combat 

p o l l u t i o n  and m a i n t a i n  the qual i t y  of the  to t a l  envi r o n m e n t . This 

c o o r d i n a t i o n  can best be a c h i e v e d  by v e s t i n g  c o o r d i n a t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  over 

the fields of p o l l ut i o n  a n d  resource d e v e l o p m e n t  in an E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

Qual i t y  C o n t r o l  C ommission.

Sec. W . 2 9 . 1 1 0 .  T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  Q U A L I T Y  C O N T R O L  COMMISSION.

T here is c r e a t e d in the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and W e lf a r e  the E n v i r o n­

me n t a l  Q u a l i t y  Cont r o l  C o m m i s s i o n  c o m p o s e d  of the C o m m i s s i o n e r s  of
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the Dep a r t m e n t s of Health and Welfa re ,  N a t u r a l  Resources, Pish and G a m e  

a n d  E c o nomic D e v e l o pm e n t  and three m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by the governor, 

one of whom  s h a l l  be ap p oi n t e d  from a list of three persons s u b m i t t e d  

by the COAST C o m m i s s i o n  and the r e m a i n i n g  two shall be ap p o i n t ed  f r o m  a 

list of five pers o n s  sub m i t t e d  by c o n s e r v a t i o n  and s p o r t s m a n  organizaticns.

Sec. ^ . 2 9 . 1 2 0 .  T ERM OF OFFICE. The term of office for the 

a p p o i n t e d  m e m b e r s  is four years. The first m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  serve as 

follows: one m e m b e r  shall serve for two years, one for three years, and

one for four years. If a vacancy occurs, the g o ve r n o r  sh a l l  r e q u e s t 

addit i o n a l  names to be s u bmitted by the C O A S T  C o m m i s s i o n  or the A l a s k a  

C o n s e r v a t i o n  Society, and he s hall fill the v a c a n c y  for the u n e x p i r e d  

term.

Sec. i4i4 . 29 . 130. COMPENSATION. The m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  

not receive c o m p e n s a t i o n  for t he i r  services, but are e n t i t l e d  to p e r  

d i e m  and travel expenses a u t h o r i z e d  by law for other boards and c o m­

m i s s i o n s  .

Sec. i4i4. 29. 1*40. C H A I R M A N .  The c o m m i s s i o n  shall organize an d  

s e l e c t  o ne of  its memb e r s  to serve as c h a i r m a n  of the commission. T h e  

chairmanship of the c o m mi s s i o n  shall be r o t a t e d  re g u l a r l y on an a n n u a l  

ba sis. The ch a i r m a n  shall be chief e x e c u t i v e  of the commission.

Sec. *444.2 9 .1 5 0 . P E R S O N N E L .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  employ s u f f i c i e n t  

p e r s o n n e l  t o  c a r r y  ou t  the p r o v i s i o n s  of s e c s .  100 - 170 of this c h a p t e r

Sec. 4J4.29.160. M E E T I N G S  A N D  Q U O R U M .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  h o l d  at 

least f o u r  m e e t i n g s  e a c h  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  a n d  s h a l l  k e e p  a r e c o r d  o f  i t s  

proceedings w h i c h  s h a l l  be o p e n  to  t h e  p u b l i c  fo r  i n s p e c t i o n .  S p e c i a l  

meetings may b e  c a l l e d  by t he c h a i r m a n  a n d  m u s t  be c a l l e d  by h i m  u p o n  

receipt of a written request signed by two or m o r e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  c o m­

mission. Written notice of the time and place of e a c h  m e e t i n g  shall be 

delivered to the office of each member of the commission. A majority of



the m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s t i t u t e  a quorum.

Sec. ^ . 2 9 . 1 7 0 .  POWERS. (a) The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  the p o w e r

to

(1) e s t a b l i s h  a p r i m e  v a lu e  f or  e a c h  of the s t a t e ' s  n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s  an d  d i r e c t  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a r e s o u r c e  so that it is m a i n­

tain e d  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p r i m e  v alue e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  it by the c o m­

mi s s i o n  y

(2) o v e r s e e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of all n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  in the 

state for the p u r p o s e s  of m a i n t a i n i n g  e c o l o g i c a l  b a l a n c e  a m o n g  the 

r e s o u r c e s  and m a i n t a i n i n g  the q u a l i t y  of the e n v i r o n m e n t  at its p r e s e n t  

level or h i g he r ;

(3) f o r m u l a t e  and r e c o m m e n d  n e e d e d  c h a n g e s  in s t a n d a r d s  for 

air an d  w a t e r  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  and land use to the l e g i s l a t u r e ;

(^) m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the g o v e r n o r  and to the s t a te  

d e p a r t m e n t s  and a g e n c i e s  r e g a r d i n g  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l ,  I n c l u d i n g  p r e­

ve n t a t i v e  and r e s t o r a t i v e  m e t h o d s  and land use r e g u l a t i o n s ;

(5) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  f o r  the p u r p o s e  of o b t a i n i n g  e v i­

dence and  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i v e  to e n v i r o n m e n t a l  q u a l i t y  p r o b l e m s ;

(6) adopt r e g u l a t i o n s  to i m p l e m e n t  and e f f e c t u a t e  th e  p u r­

poses of s ecs. 100 - 170 of this chapter.

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  a l l  o t h e r  p o w e r s  n e c e s s a r y  for and 

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  c a r r y i n g  out the p u r p o s e s  and d u t i e s  of secs. 100 - 170 

of this c h a p t e r  w i t h i n  the s t a n d a r d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  for 

air an d  w a t e r  p u r i t y  a n d  land use.
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