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Referred: J u d i c i a r y

BY JOSEPHSON, BEGICH, MILLER,
IN THE S E N A T E  B. PHILLIPS AND RADER

S E N A T E  BI L L  NO. 297

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF AL A S K A

SIXTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S IO N  

A BILL

For an Act en titled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the J u r i s d i c t i o n  of the s u pe r i o r

court o v e r  a n t i - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  lav; v i o l a t i o n s . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 18.80 Is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  new s ec t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  6. J U D I C I A L  REM E D I E S.

Sec. 18.80.320. J U R I S D I C T I O N  OF T H E  COURT. The s u p e r io r  court is 

the c o u r t  of original j u r i s d i c t i o n  over all causes of act i o n  a r i s i n g  

u n d e r  the  provisions of this chap t e r  or u n d e r  AS 23.10.192.

S ec .  18.80.330. I N S T I T U T I O N  OF SUIT. A p e r s o n  who is injur e d  or

a g g r i e v e d  by an act, p r a c t i c e  or p o l i c y  w h i c h  is p r o h i b i t e d  u n d e r  this

c h a p t e r  or under AS 2 3 . 1 0 . 1 9 2  ma y  a pply to the s u p e r i o r  court for r e­

lief. The  person a g g r i e v e d  or injured m a y  m a i n t a i n  an ac t i on  on his 

own b e h a l f  or on b e h a l f  of a class c o n s i s t i n g  of all persons who are 

a g g r i e v e d  or injured by th e  act, p r a c t i c e  or po l i c y  giv i ng  rise to the 

a c t i o n .

Sec. 18.80.3^0. REMEDIES. In an action b r o u g h t  under secs. 320 - 

360 of this chapter, the court may grant r e l i ef  as to any act, practice 

or policy of the defendant w h i c h  is p r o h i b i t e d  by this chapter or by 

AS 23.10.192, regardless of whether each act, practice or policy, with 

respect to which relief is granted, directly affects the plaintiff, so 

long as a class or m e m bers of a class of which the plaintiff is a member 

are or may be aggrieved or injured by the act, practice or policy. The 

court may enjoin any act, practice or policy which is illegal under 

this chapter or under AS 2 3 . 1 0 . 1 9 2  and may order any other relief,
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Sec. 18.80.350. I N T ER V E N T I O N  BY S T A T E  C O M I S S I O N  POP H U M A N  RIGHTS,

(a) W h e n  an action is b r o u g h t  under secs. 320 - 360 of this chapter, 

the p la i n t i f f  shall serve a copy of the com p la i n t  on the State C o m m i s­

sion for H u m a n  Rights. U p o n  timely a p p l i c a t i o n ,  the c o m m i ss i o n  may 

intervene as a party to the action as a m a t t e r  of right. If the c o m­

mission certified in w r i t i n g  to the court that it is pres e n t l y  i n v e s t i­

gat i n g  or actively d e a l i n g  with the act, p r a c ti c e  or policy of the 

def en d a n t  giving rise to the cause of action, the court shall, at the 

request of the commission, defer p r o c e e d i n g s  for a period of not more 

than ^5 days; except that the court m a y  e nter an order or i n j u nc t i o n  

if n e c e ss a r y  to prevent irrepa r a b l e in ju r y  to the plaintiff.

(b) If within the ^5 day period or less the c o mmission conducts a 

h e a r i n g  u nd e r  sec. 120 of this chapter, the d e c i s i o n  of the commi s s i o n 

shall be b i n d i n g  on the p a r t ie s  to the law suit as to all issues r e­

solved in the hearing but not as to any issues n o r resolved in the 

hearing.

(c) When procee di n g s  in the s u p e r i o r  court are d ef erred for a 

hearing and decision by the commi s s i o n  u n d e r  this section, the p l a i n t i f f 

may proceed, after the d e c i s i o n  of the com m i s s i o n , as an a g g r i e v e d  party 

for the purp os e  of o b t a i n i n g  Judicial r e v i e w  u n d e r  sec. 135 of  this 

chapter, wh ether or not he was a p arty to, or complainant in, the 

commission proceedings.

Sec. 18.80.360. FAILURE OF COMMISSION TO INTERVENE OR CONDUCT A 

HEARING. If the commission does not intervene or file a certificate 

and conduct a hearing as provided in sec. 350 of this chapter, the court 

shall have complete Jurisdiction of the case, notwithstanding the 

provisions of sec. 280 of this chapter.

including the payment of money, that is appropriate.
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