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Introduced: 2/4/69
Referred: State Affairs
Judiciary and Finance

N T H E  S E N A T E  BY B E G I C H

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 1 0 9  

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  c a l l i n g  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ;  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

E IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  c o m p r i s e d  o f  d e l e g a t e s  e l e c t e d  

y the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  s h a l l  a s s e m b l e  at t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

l a s k a ,  C o l l e g e ,  A l a s k a ,  o n  S e p t e m b e r  29, 1 9 6 9  a t  1 0 : 0 0  o ' c l o c k  a . m . ,  o r  as 

o o n  t h e r e a f t e r  as a q u o r u m  is p r e s e n t .  A q u o r u m  s h a l l  b e  31 m e m b e r s  f o r  

he p u r p o s e  o f  c o n v e n i n g .  T h e  c o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  m e e t  f o r  a p e r i o d  n o t  to 

x c e e d  50 d a y s  b u t  m a y ,  a t  its d i s c r e t i o n ,  r e c e s s  f o r  a p e r i o d  n o t  to  e x c e e d  

.0 d a y s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  h o l d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  in A l a s k a  on  p r o p o s e d  

i m e n d m e n t s  to t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

* S e c .  2. D e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  s h a l l  b e  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  o f  t h e  

; t a t e  and r e s i d e n t s  f o r  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  

’i r s t  day o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .  T h e  h o l d i n g  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  d e l e g a t e  o r  any 

) t h e r  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  

s e l e c t i o n  f o r  o r  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  any  o t h e r  o f f l c e j  and t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  any 

3 t h e r  o f f i c e  e x c e p t  an a p p o i n t i v e  o f f i c e  u n d e r  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  d o e s  

l o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  e l e c t i o n  t o  o r  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  o f f i c e  

as a d e l e g a t e  o r  any o t h e r  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .

* S e c .  3. One delegate f o r  each house o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ’ s e a t  s h a l l  be 

elected by the qualified voters of each e l e c t i o n  district, and one delegate 

for each senate seat in each senate district shall be elected by the q u a l i­

fied voters of each s e n a t e  district, to serve at the constitutional c o n v e n­

tion.
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• Sec. 4. A special statewide elec t i o n  for the election of delegates 

shall be held on May 5, 1969.

• Sec. 5. Candidates for the office of delegate shall be nominated by 

petition filed w i t h  the secretary of state. Each petition for candidacy ln 

an election district or senate district shall be accompanied by a $10 filing 

fee. Each n o m i nating petition filed for candidacy in an election district 

or senate district shall be signed by qualified voters residing in that 

district in a n u m b e r  to equal not less than five per cent of the votes cast 

in that district in the last general election, provided that no petition 

may contain less than 50 nor more than 250 signatures.

• Sec. 6. (a) Each nominating petition shall contain

(1) the name of one candidate,

(2) his place of residence and post office address,

(3) w h e t h e r  he is a candidate in an election district or a senate

district,

(^) the fact that the nom i n a t i o n  is for the office of delegate 

to the constitutional convention to be convened on September 29, 1969,

(5) a statement that the petitioners are qualified voters in the 

district from wh i c h  the candidate seeks election,

(6) a pledge that the petitioners will support and vote for the 

candidate named ln the petition,

(7) certification that this petition, together with all other 

petitions signed by them, does not n o m i n a t e  a greater number of candidates 

than the number of delegates to be e l e c t e d  in the district for which the 

nominations are made.

(b) Every voter signing a nominating petition shall add to his si g n a­

ture his place of residence, post office address and street number, if any. 

It la the Intent of this Act that a petitioner may not sign more nominating 

petitions than there are delegates authorized from the election and senate
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d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the p e t i t i o n e r  r e s i d e s .

* Sec. 7. Ea c h  n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l ,  b e f o r e  it is f i l e d  w i t h  the 

s e c r e t a r y  of  s t a t e ,  c o n t a i n  a n  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  the n o m i n a t i o n  in  w r i t i n g ,  

s i g n e d  a n d  v e r i f i e d  by an o a t h  o r  a f f i r m a t i o n  of the c a n d i d a t e  n a m e d  in the 

p e t i t i o n ,  u p o n  or a n n e x e d  to t h e  p e t i t i o n .  T h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  

that the c a n d i d a t e  was a r e s i d e n t  of t he d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  he is n o m i n a t e d  

for at l e a s t  one y e a r  a nd t h a t  he is a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  in t h e  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  

w h i c h  he is n o m i n a t e d .  T h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  s h a l l  a lso c e r t i f y  t h a t  the n o m i n e e  

c o n s e n t s  to e n t e r  as a c a n d i d a t e  at the s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n

of d e l e g a t e s  to the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  and if e l e c t e d  he a g r e e s  to 

take o f f i c e  a n d  serve as a d e l e g a t e  f r o m  t h e  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  he is 

n o m i n a t e d .

* Sec. 8. If a d e l e g a t e  f r o m  an  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  d i e s ,  r e s i g n s ,  or  

o t h e r w i s e  b e c o m e s  d i s q u a l i f i e d  f r o m  s e r v i n g ,  o r  if a v a c a n c y  o c c u r s  f o r  a ny 

re a s o n ,  the v a c a n c y  s h a l l  be  f i l l e d  by t he c a n d i d a t e  w h o  r e c e i v e d  the n e x t  

h i g h e s t  n u m b e r  of votes a m o n g  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  in the d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the 

v a c a n c y  o c c u r r e d .  If a v a c a n c y  s h o u l d  a g a i n  o c c u r  in t h i s  d i s t r i c t  it is 

to be f i l l e d  in a like m a n n e r  f r o m  a m o n g  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  c a n d i d a t e s .  An  

e l e c t i o n  c o n t e s t  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  in a tie s h a l l  be r e s o l v e d  by t he d r a w i n g  of  

lots b e t w e e n  t he c o m p e t i n g  c a n d i d a t e s ,  a n d  t h e  loser o f  t h e  d r a w i n g  s h a l l  

be c o n s i d e r e d  s e c o n d  o n l y  to t he w i n n e r  a n d  shall h o l d  t h i s  s t a n d i n g  a m o n g  

the b a l a n c e  of the w i n n i n g  c a n d i d a t e s .

* Sec. 9. All n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n s  w i t h  a n n e x e d  a c c e p t a n c e s  s h a l l  be

t r a n s m i t t e d  to the s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  n o  l a t e r  tha n  5 : 0 0  o ’c l o c k  p.m. o n

April 1, 1969. The secretary of state shall post three copies of each

petition received in a prominent location in each d i s t r i c t  f r o m  which the

petitions were filed on or before April 3> 1969. Objections to petitions 

may be raised by any qualified voter of the district from which the candi­

date is nominated, by submitting his objections in writing and signed to
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;he secretary of state. Objections shall be postmarked or delivered to the 

iecretary of state on or before midnight of April 14, 1969. No later than 

ipril 21, 1969, the secretary of state shall make his determination as to 

;he candidates nominated from each district and shall certify the names 

lesignated for placement on the ballot for each appropriate district.

* Sec. 10. The election of delegates shall be conducted without reference 

;o the political party affiliations of the candidates, and the ballots used 

shall be nonpartisan in every respect. A separate ballot shall be prepared

ror each election district and each ballot shall contain

(1) the names of the candidates running for the office of delegate

rrom the election district, and

(2) the names of the candidates running for the office of delegate

from the senate district.

* Sec. 11. The candidate receiving the greatest number of votes in the 

“lection or senate district from which he was nominated shall be considered 

sleeted for that district, and the secretary of state shall issue certifi­

cates of election in the manner otherwise prescribed by law for persons 

elected to the legislature of Alaska.

• Sec. 12. The governor shall open the convention and preside until 

temporary officers are selected. The convention shall be Judge of the 

qualifications of Its members, their election, or appointment. It shall 

have the powers by vote of a majority of the delegates to which the body is 

entitled to choose a president and secretary and all other appropriate 

officers, to prescribe their functions, powers and duties, and to make rules 

and regulations for the conduct of bu s i n e s s .

• Sec. 13. The convention shall have power to Incur necessary expenses,

Including but not limited to expenses for employment of clerical, technical, 

and professional personnel and advisers as It may require, in order to exer­

cise the powers conferred and to perform the duties imposed by this Act.
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* Sec. 14. T h e  d e l e g a t e s  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a p e r  d i e m  of  $ 4 0  f o r  e a c h  d ay 

ln a t t e n d a n c e  at, I n c l u d i n g  time s p e n t  g o i n g  t o  a n d  r e t u r n i n g  f r o m ,  the 

c o n v e n t i o n ;  a n d  they s h a l l  be r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  t h e i r  a c t u a l  t r a v e l  c o s t s  

i n c u r r e d  i n  a t t e n d i n g  u p o n  t h e i r  d u t i e s  as d e l e g a t e s .

* Sec. 15. T h e r e  is h e r e b y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  t h e  s u m  o f  $ 3 2 0 , 0 0 0  o r  so m u c h  

t h e r e o f  as m a y  be n e c e s s a r y ,  for d e f r a y i n g  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  

p r o v i d e d  f o r  h e r e i n  a n d  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o m p e n s a­

t i o n  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s ,  a n d  f o r  a l l  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s  of  t h i s  Act .  T h e  d i s­

b u r s e m e n t s  o f  all c o s t s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  of d e l e g a t e s  to th e  

c o n v e n t i o n ,  n o t  to e x c e e d  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  s h a l l  be m a d e  u p o n  v o u c h e r s  c e r t i f i e d  b y  

t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e .  A ll o t h e r  d i s b u r s e m e n t s  o f  m o n e y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  s h a l l  

b e  m a d e  u p o n  v o u c h e r s  c e r t i f i e d  by  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t he c o n v e n t i o n .

* Sec .  16. T his A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  on  t he d a y  a f t e r  its p a s s a g e  a n d  approvaj] 

o r  o n  th e  d a y  it b e c o m e s  law w i t h o u t  a p p r o v a l .

-5- SB 109


