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N THE S E N A T E  BY P A L M E R

SENATE BILL NO. 53 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

S..XTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

or an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to g o v e r n m e n t a l  e t hi c s . "

E IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 24 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a new c h a p t e r  to read:

CHAPTER 55. LEGISLATIVE ETHICS.

A R T I C L E  1. B O A R D  O F  ETHICS.

Sec. 24.55.010. B O A R D  OF ETHI C S .  (a) T h e r e  is a b o a r d  of e t h i c s  

c o m p o s e d  of five m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  tw o a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  the 

s e n a t e  by the p r e s i d e n t  of the s e n a t e ,  two a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  t h e  h o u se  of 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  by the s p e a k e r  of the h ou s e  and one m e m b e r  o f  the p u b l i c  

a p p o i n t e d  by the j u d i c i a l  council. N o  more t han one m e m b e r  f r o m  e ach

h o u s e  may be of the s ame p o l i t i c a l  party. T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  e l e c t  a

ch a i r m a n , and s h a ll  m ee t  as f r e q u e n t l y  as it c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .

(b) Each m e m b e r  of the b o a rd  s e r v e s  for a t e r m  of t w o  y e a r s ,  to 

e x p i r e  on Janu a r y  30 ln o d d - n u m b e r e d  years. V a c a n c i e s  s h a l l  be f i l l e d  

by the a p p r o p r i at e  a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  for the b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  u n­

e x p i r e d  term.

(c) Eac h  m e m b e r  of the b o a r d  is e n t i t l e d  t o  be r e i m b u r s e d  for

n e c e s s a r y  e x p enses i n c u r r e d  in the p e r f o r m a n c e  of his d u t i e s  as a

b o a r d  member.

Sec. 24.55.020. S T A F F  AND C O U N S E L . T h e  b o a r d  may e m p l o y  e m p l o y e e s  

a g e n t s  and c o n s u l ta n t s  it c o n s i de r s  n e c e s s a r y ,  an d  may p r e s c r i b e  t h e i r  

d u t i e s ,  d e t e r m i n e  t he i r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  an d  p r o v i d e  for r e i m b u r s e m e n t  of 

their expenses. The board m a y  also e n g a g e  o u t s i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o u n s e l  

it considers necessary. T h e  board and its s t a f f  may a l s o  m a k e  use o f  th< 
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s e r v i c e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  of the A l a s k a  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  a ,d every oth ;r 

s t a t e  agen c y .

Sec. 2*4.55.030. P O W E R S  A N D DUTI E S .  (a] T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l

(1) u p o n  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  a l e g i s l a t o r ,  or a mei.ber of the 

e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  c o v e r e d  by AS *4*1. 1 7 . 0 9 0  or *'*4.19.015, o r  w h e n  in its 

J u d g m e n t  the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  r e q u i r e s ,  r e n d e r  an a d v i s o r y  o p i n i o n  on 

q u e s t i o n s  a r i s i n g  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  or AS *4*'. 1 7 . 0 9 0  a n d  *4*4.19.015, ind 

o t h e r  e t h i c a l  i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  and in the a p p r o p r i a t e  h o u s e  

J o u r n a l ,  w i t h  e x e c u t i v e - b r a n c h  o p i n i o n s  b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d  l n  the s e n a t e  

J o u r n a l ,  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  t h e s e  o p i n i o n s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  w i t h  d e l e t i o n s  an d  

c h a n g e s  t h a t  m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  the i d e n t i t y  o f  the p e r s o n  

s e e k i n g  the o p i n i o n ;

(2) i n  r e s p o n s e  to a s i g n e d  c o m p l a i n t  f i l e d  w i t h  it, or

w h e n  i n  its J u d g m e n t  the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  r e q u i r e s ,  i n q u i r e  into p o s s i b l e

v i o l a t i o n s  of secs. 60 - 110 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  w h i c h  p o w e r  to I n i t i a t e  

i n q u i r i e s  is n o t  d e l e g a b l e ;

(3) w h e n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s o n  is u n d e r  i n q u i r y

a n d  t h e  b o a r d  d e c i d e s  t o  h o l d  a  h e a r i n g  on the m a t t e r ,  g i v e  the p e r s o n

a n o t i c e  o f  t h e  c h a r g e s  a n d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r e s e n t  e v i d e n c e ,  c r o s s -  

e x a m i n e  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by c o u n s e l  at t h a t  h e a r i n g ;

(*4) a d m i n i s t e r  the d i s c l o s u r e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  secs. 130 - 160 

of this chapter, AS *4*4.17.090 a n d  *4*4.19.015.

(b) The b o a r d  m a y

(1) d e s i g n a t e  a s u b c o m m i t t e e  of the b o a r d  t o  c o n d u c t  h e a r i n g s  

under (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ;

(2) in its d i s c r e t i o n ,  h o l d  h e a r i n g s  in c l o s e d  s e s s i o n ,  

because hearings may i n  some cases I n v o l v e  a l l e g e d  m i s c o n d u c t ;  h o w e v e r ,  

a person who has received a notice of a h e a r i n g  u n d e r  (a) of this 

section may require that the hearing be  p u b l i c ;
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(3) or any m e m b e r  of it may i s s u e  s u b p o e na s  to c o m p e l  

a t t e n d a n c e  of w i t n e s s e s  or the p r o d u c t i o n  of books or other r e c ords;

(*0 seek the aid of the d i s t r i c t  court of the s t a t e  to compel 

o b e d i e n c e  to subp o e n a s ;

(5) p u b l i s h  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  of its inqui r i e s ,  f i n d i n g s  and 

c o n c l u s i o n s ,  and in an a p p r o p r i a t e  case m a y  report the r e s u l t s  of its 

i n q u i r y  to the a p p r o p r i a t e  h o u s e  and t o  the a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  or other 

a p p r o p r i a t e  law e n f o r c e m e n t  of f icer; h o w e v e r ,  if the b oard f i n d s  no 

v i o l a t i o n  it shall, unless r e q u e s t e d  t o  m a k e  p u b l i c  its f i n d i n g s  by the 

p e r s o n  in v o l v e d  in the inqui r y ,  r e t a i n  the findings in c o n f i d e n c e ;

(6) r e c o m m e n d  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to l e g i s l a t i v e  ethics 

a n d  o t h e r  matt e r s  i n c l u d e d  in this c h a p t e r ,  AS 4 4 . 17.040(b) , 44. 19 . 010(bp ,

'44.17.090, and 44.19.015;

(7) p r o v i d e  a c o n t i n u i n g  p r o g r a m  of e d u ca t i o n ,  as s i s t a n c e  

a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  to le g i s l a t o r s  w i t h  r e g a r d  to l e g i s l a t iv e  ethi cs ;

(8) u p o n  r e q uest, p r o v i d e  ad v i ce  and a s s i s t a n c e  t o  officials 

in th e  e x e c u t i v e  and J u d i c i a l  b r a n c h e s  and the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Alaska 

w i t h  re g ar d  to e t h i c a l  p r o b l e m s  a r i s i n g  in those b r a nches a n d  at the 

u n i v e r s i t y ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ;

(9) m a k e  rules f o r  its o w n  f u n c t i o n i n g  and e x e r c i s e  the 

p o w e r s  that may be a p p r o p r i a t e  for th e  d i s c h a r g e  of its d u t i e s  and 

r e s p on s i b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  this c ha p t e r ,  AS 44.17.090 and 4 4 . 1 9 . 0 1 5 .

Sec. 24.5 5 . 0 4 0.  F U R N I S H I N G  A N D  C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  OF  I N F O R M A T I O N :  

P EN A L TY ,  (a) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  any o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  of l a w ,  every state 

agency, local g o v e r n m e n t a l  agen c y , a n d  units or s u b d i v i s i o n s  of these 

shall f u r n i s h  to the b o a r d  any d o c u m e n t ,  reco r d ,  data, s t a t e m e n t  or 

other I n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  th e  b o a r d  d e s i g n a t e s  as b e i n g  n e c e s s a r y  for 

the exercise of its f u nctions.

(b) All Information received by  the b o a r d  in the c o u r s e  of its
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inq ui r i e s  other t h a n  that d i s c l o s e d  at a pu b l i c  h e a r i n g  is con f i d e n t i al  

and m a y  not be d i v u l g e d  except to the e x t e n t  that the b o a r d  finds there 

is g oo d  cause for r e l e a s i n g  it; a p e r s o n  w h o  violates this c o n f i d e n t i­

ality p r o v i s i o n  is, upo n  c onviction, p u n i s h a b l e  by a fine of not more 

than $5,000, or by i m p r i s o n m e nt  for no t  m o r e  than one year, or by both.

A R T I C L E  2. C O N D U C T  

Sec. 24.55.050. E T H I C A L  P R I N C I P L E S  F O R  LEGISLATORS. (a) When 

feasible, and t a k i n g  into account the f a c t  that l e g i s l at i v e  service 

is p a r t  time, a l e g i s l a t o r  sh o u ld  a v o i d  a c c e pt i n g  or r e t a i n i n g  an 

e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  w hich presents a s u b s t a n t i a l  th r e a t  to his i n d e p e n­

dence of Judgment.

(b) Whe n a legi s l a t o r must take o f f i c i a l  ac t i o n  on a legislative 

m a t t e r  as to w h i c h  he has a conflict s i t u a t i o n  c r e a t e d  by a personal, 

family, or client legisl a t i v e  int e r e s t,  h e  should c o n s i d e r  the p o s s i­

bili t y  of e l i m i n a t i n g  the interest c r e a t i n g  the c o n f l i c t  situation.

If that is not f e a sible, he should c o n s i d e r  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of a b s t a i n­

in g  f r o m  the o f f i c i a l  action. In m a k i n g  his d e c i s i o n  as to a bstention, 

the f o l l o w i n g  fact o rs  sh o u l d  be co n s i d er e d :

(1) w h e t h e r  a s u b s t a n t i a l  t h r e a t  to his i n d e p e n d e n c e  of 

J u d g m e n t  has b e e n  created by the c o n f l i c t  situation;

(2) the effect of his p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on p u b l i c  confidence 

in the in t e g r i t y  o f  the legislature;

(3) w h e t h e r  his p a r t i c i p a t i o n  is likely to have any s i g n i­

ficant effect on the d i s p o s i t i o n  of the matter; ,

(4) t h e nee d  for his p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t ribution, such as special 

kn o w l e d g e  of the subject matter, to t he  e f fective f u n c t i o n i n g  of the 

legislature.

(c) A l e g i s l a t o r  n e e d  not a b s t a i n  if he d e c i d e s  to pa r t i c i pa t e  ln 

a m a n n e r  contrary to the e c o n om i c  I n t e r e s t  which c r e a t e s  the conflict
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(d) When, d e s p i t e  the e x i s t e n c e  of a c o n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n ,  a 

l e g i s l a t o r  chooses to tak e  o ff i c i a l  a c t i o n  on a m a t t e r ,  he s h o u l d  serve 

the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  a n d  not the i n t e r e s t  of any p e r s o n  i n d i v i d u a l l y .

(e) No l e g i s l a t o r  sh o u ld  a c c e p t  a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  case u n l e s s  he 

b e l i e v e s  there is m e r i t  to the p o s i t i o n  he is a s k e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t .

W h e n  f e a s i b l e ,  a l e g i s l a t o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  c a s e  

s h a l l  a r r a n g e  for a n o t h e r  person to ma k e  w h a t e v e r  a p p e a r a n c e  b e f o r e  the 

s tate agency may be n e cessary.

(f) The p r i n c i p l e s  set out in this s e c t i o n  are i n t e n d e d  onl y as 

gui de s  to conduct, and  not as r ul e s  m e a n t  to be e n f o r c e d  by penal t i e s . 

The b o a r d  of e t h i c s  ma y  not i nq u i r e  i n t o  a s u s p e c t e d  v i o l a t i o n  of this 

section.

Sec. 2 4 .55.060. E T H I C A L  P R I N C I P L E S  F O R  C L O S E  E C O N O M I C  A S S O C I A T E S  

A N D  P E R S O N S  W I T H  L E G I S L A T I V E  I N T ER E S T S .  (a) N o  p e r s o n  w i t h  a l egis­

la t i v e  int e r e s t  s h o u l d  offer to o r  c o n f e r  u p o n  a l e g i s l a t o r  a n  e c o n o mi c  

o p p o r t u n i t y  w i t h  i n t e n t  to i n f l u e n c e  that l e g i s l a t o r ' s  o f f i c i a l  conduct 

or to cr e a t e g o o d  w i l l  on the p a r t  of the l e g i s l a t o r  t o w a r d  a n y  person 

w i t h  a l e g i s l a t i v e  interest. T h o s e  in p o s i t i o n s  of c o u n s e l  to, or 

a g e n t s  of, t h e s e p e r s o n s  sh o u l d  r e s t r a i n  t h e m  f r o m  v i o l a t i o n  o f  this 

e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e .

(b) N o  p e r s o n  w i t h  w h o m  a l e g i s l a t o r  m a i n t a i n s  a c lose e c o nomic 

a s s o c i a t i o n  s h o u l d  a c c e p t  an e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  w h e n  he k n o w s ,  or 

s h o u l d  know, o f  the s u b s t a n t i a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  that it is b e i n g  offer e d  

with i n t e n t  to i n f l u e n c e  that l e g i s l a t o r ' s  o f f i c i a l  c o n d u ct .  W hen 

feasible, a p e r s o n  w i t h  a close e c o n o m i c  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a l e g i s l a t o r  

should also d e c l i n e  to accept an e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  w h i c h  p r es e n t s  a  

substantial t h r e a t  to the l e g i s l a t o r ' s  I n d e p e n d e n c e  of j u d g m e n t .

(o) No person with whom a legislator maintains a close economic
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a s s o c i a t i o n  s h o u l d  a c c e p t  a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  c a s e  w h e r e  t here is s u b­

st a n t i a l  r e a s o n  f o r  h i m  to b e l i e v e  that it is b e i n g  o f f e r e d  w i t h  i n t e n t  

t o  o b t a i n  i m p r o p e r  i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  a s t a t e  agen c y .

(d) T h e  p r i n c i p l e s  se t  out in this s e c t i o n  are i n t e n d e d  onl y  as 

g u i d e s  t o  c o n d u c t ,  a n d  not as r ules m e a n t  t o  be e n f o r c e d  by p e n a l t i e s .  

H o w e v e r ,  u n d e r  sec. 30 of this c h a p t e r  the b o a r d  of et h i c s  h a s  the 

p o w e r  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  a s u s p e c t e d  v i o l a t i o n  of this s e c t i o n ,  to  make

f i n d i n g s  o f  fact a n d  to c o m m u n i c a t e  its f i n d i n g s  to the l e g i s l a t u r e ,

‘p r o s e c u t o r s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s .

Sec .  2 4 . 5 5 . 0 7 0 .  L O B B Y I N G  BY L E G I S L A T O R S .  (a) No l e g i s l a t o r  may 

lobby i f  h e  a c c e p t s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to the 

l o b b y i n g ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  by la w  f o r  m e m b e r s  of t h e  l e g i s l a­

ture.

(b) A l e g i s l a t o r  w h o  v i o l a t e s  thi s  s e c t i o n  is, u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n ,  

p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a f i n e  o f  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5 , 0 0 0 ,  or by i m p r i s o n m e n t  for

n o t  m o r e  t h a n  one y e a r ,  o r  by both.

S e c .  24.55.080. LOBBYING BY CLOSE ECONOMIC ASSOCIATES OF 

L E G I S L A T O R S .  (a) I f  a p e r s o n  w i t h  w h o m  a l e g i s l a t o r  m a i n t a i n s  a 

close e c o n o m i c  a s s o c i a t i o n  is k n o w n  by t h e  l e g i s l a t o r  to b e  e n g a g e d  

in c o m p e n s a t e d  l o b b y i n g ,  t h a t  l e g i s l a t o r  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  d i s c l o s e  

that f a c t  t o  the b o a r d  o f  e t h i c s  in a w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  i d e n t i f y i n g  

the p e r s o n  s o  e n g a g e d ,  s p e c i f y i n g  the p a r t i c u l a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  m a t t e r  

which is t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  l o b b y i n g  a c t i v i t y ,  a n d  d e s c r i b i n g  the 

general t y p e  of e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  of th e  c l i e n t  o r  p r i n c i p a l  on w h o s e  

behalf t h a t  p e r s o n  is l o b b y i n g .  T h e i d e n t i t y  of t h a t  c l i e n t  o r  p r i n­

cipal ne e d  n o t  be d i s c l o s e d ,  h o w e v e r .  T h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  ar e  a v a i l a b l e  

for public I n s p e c t i o n .

(b) A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this s e c t i o n  is, u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n ,  

punishable by a fine of n o t  m o r e  t h e m  $500.



Sec .  2 4 . 5 5 . 0 9 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N  F O R  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E R V I C E S .  (a) N o  

l e g i s l a t o r  m a y  a c c e p t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  by law 

f o r  m e m b e r s  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  f o r  p e r f o r m a n c e  of  h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  

d u t i e s .  N o  p e r s o n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a s t a t e  o f f i c i a l  or e m p l o y e e  p e r f o r m i n g  

h i s  d u t y  i n  p a y i n g  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  as p r o v i d e d  by law, m a y  

p a y  or  o f f e r  to p a y  a l e g i s l a t o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f or p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  his 

l e g i s l a t i v e  d u t i e s .

(b) A l e g i s l a t o r  m a y  a c c e p t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m  p r i v a t e  s o u r c e s  

f o r  u s e  in  d e f r a y i n g  the e x p e n s e s  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e l a t e d  to the a d e q u a t e  

p e r f o r m a n c e  of h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  d u t i e s ,  b u t  a l e g i s l a t o r  a c c e p t i n g  

s u c h  a c o n t r i b u t i o n  s h a l l  f i l e  w i t h  t h e  b o a r d  of e t h i c s ,  at t h e  t i m e ,  

in  t h e  m a n n e r ,  a n d  in  the d e t a i l ,  w h i c h  t h e  b o a r d  p r e s c r i b e s ,  a w r i t t e n  

s t a t e m e n t  d e s c r i b i n g  t he a m o u n t  o f  t he c o n t r i b u t i o n  a n d  the u s e  t o  

w h i c h  it is put. T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  m a y  b e  r e t a i n e d  i n  c o n f i d e n c e  by t h e  

b o a r d .

(c) A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  a p r o v i s i o n  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  is, u p o n  

c o n v i c t i o n ,  p u n i s h a b l e  by a f i n e  of n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5 00.

Sec. 24.5 5 . 10 0 .  L E G I S L A T O R  P A R T I C I P A T I N G  IN R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  CASE, 

(a) N o  l e g i s l a t o r  may a c c e p t  or p a r t i c i p a t e  in any way in a r e p r e­

se n t a t i o n  case w h e n  the s t a t e  is the respon d en t .  Thi s doe s  not p r o­

hibit p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in suc h  a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  case by a p e r s o n  w i t h  

w h o m  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r  m a i n t a i n s  a close e c o n o m i c  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  un l e s s  

the fac t  of t h a t  a s s o c i a t i o n  is u s e d  to inf l u e n ce  or attempt to 

i n f l u e n c e  the s t a t e  agency in r e n d e r i n g  its decision.

(b) A p e r s o n  wh o v i o l a t e s  a p r o v i s i o n  of t h i s  s e c ti o n  is, upo n  

co n v i c t i on ,  p u n i s h a b l e  by a fine of no t  m o r e  t h a n  $5,000, or by i m­

pr i s o n m e n t  f o r  n o t  more t h a n  one year, or by both.

See. 2 4 . 5 5 . 1 1 0 .  C O N D U C T  W H I C H  IS P U N I S H A B L E  O NLY BY L E G I S L A T U R E ,

(a) N o  l e g i s l a t o r  may s o l i c i t ,  a c o e p t ,  or agree t o  accept a gift,
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loan, gratuity, discount, favor, hospitality, or service, having an 

aggregate value of $100 or more in any calendar year from a*person 

known by the legislator, or who reasonably should have been known by 

him, to have a legislative interest, under circumstances from which it 

could reasonably be Inferred that a major purpose of the donor is to 

influence him in the performance of his official duties. However, this 

does not apply to

(1) a political contribution, in cash or in kind, if the 

contribution is actually used for campaign expenses generally recognized 

as necessary;

(2) the purchase of tickets to, or advertisements in Journals 

for, political or testimonial dinners; or

(3) a commercially reasonable loan made in the ordinary 

course of business.

(b) No legislator may accept an economic opportunity, under 

circumstances in which he knows or should know that there is a sub­

stantial possibility that the opportunity is be i n g  afforded him with 

intent to influence his conduct in the performance of his official 

d u t i e s .

(o) No legislator may charge to or accept from a person known 

to have a legislative interest a price, fee, compensation or other 

consideration for the sale or lease of property or the furnishing of 

services which is substantially in excess of that which the legislator 

would charge in the ordinary course of b u s i n e s s .

(d) No legislator, in order to further his own economic interests, 

or those of any other person individually, may disclose or use con­

fidential information acquired in the course of his official duties.

(e) No legislator may accept a representation case when there is 

substantial reason for him to believe that it is being offered with
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intent to obt a i n  i m p r o p e r  i n f l u e n c e  over a s tate agency; n o  l e g i s l a t o r  

may use o r  attempt to use i m p r o p e r  m eans to i n f l u e n c e  a s t a t e  a g e n c y  in 

a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  case in w h i c h  the  l e g i s l a t o r  or a p e r s o n  w i t h  w h o m  he 

m a i n t a i n s  a close e c o n o m i c  a s s o c i a t i o n  is p a r t i c i p at i n g .

(f) No l e g i s l a t o r  may e n g a g e  in other conduct w h i c h  is u n b e c o m i n g  

to a l e g i s l a t o r  or w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e s  a b r e a c h  of pu b l i c  t r u s t .

(g) A s u s p e c t e d  v i o l a t i o n  o f  a p r o v i s i o n  of this s e c t i o n  s h a l l

be i n q u i r e d  into by t h e  board of ethics, u n d e r  sec. 30 of t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  

but d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a p e r s o n  f o u n d  in v i o l a t i o n  s h a l l  be 

a d m i n i s t e r e d  only by t he l e g i s l a t i v e  h ouse o f  w h i c h he is a m e m b e r .

Sec. 24.55.120. P E N A L T Y  F O R  F ALSE CHARGE. A p e r s o n  w h o  m a l i c i o u s­

ly files w i t h  the b o a r d  a false c h a r g e  of m i s c o n d u c t  on the p a r t  of a 

l e g i s l a t o r  or o t h er  p e r s o n  is, u p o n  c o n v ic t i o n ,  p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a fine  of 

not m o r e  than $5,000, or by i m p r i s o n m e n t  for not mor e  t h a n  o n e  y e a r ,  or 

by both.

A R T I C L E  3. E C O N O M I C  D ISCLOSURE.

Sec. 24.55.130. D I S C L O S U R E  OF E C O N O M I C  INTERESTS. E v e r y  l e g i s­

lator a n d  e very c a n d i d a t e  for t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a ll  fil e w i t h  the 

b o a r d  of ethics, at the time, i n  the m a n n e r ,  and in the d e t a i l  the 

b o a r d  p r e s c r i b e s ,  a w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  of e co n o m i c  I n t e r e s t s  a n d  r e­

lat i o n s h i p s  likely to create c o n f l i c t s  of Interest. T h e  s t a t e m e n t  

s h a l l  i n c l u d e  the f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n :

(1) a list of economic interests, in entities s u b j e c t  to 

regulation by a state agency or which have a legislative interest, 

of the person making the disclosure and of his spouse and m i n o r  

children, whether in the form of stocks, bonds, realty, e q u i t y  or 

creditor Interests in a proprietorship or partnership, or otherwise; 

exempted from disclosure are

(A) accounts In banKs and in savings and loan
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a s s o c i a t i o n s ;

(B) equity interests valued at less than $5,000 and 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  less than five per cent of the total equity interests 

i n  the entity;

(2) a l ist of e v e r y  office, d i r e c t o r s h i p  and sala r i e d  

e m p l o y m e n t ,  during the p e r i o d  covered by the report, of the p erson 

m a k i n g  the d i s c l o s u r e  and of his spouse and mi n o r  children, in any 

e n t i t y  s u b j e c t  to r e g u l a t i o n  by a state agency or which has a legislativ 

i n t e r e s t ;  an office, a d i r e c t o r s h i p  or salaried employment in a political., 

r e l i g i o u s ,  charitable or e d u c a t i o n a l  entity need not be repor t e d  if 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  of less t h a n  $1 , 0 0 0  per yea r  is b e i n g  received;

(3) a list of a l l  entitles with a legislative interest, 

a c t u a l  o r  p r o b a b l e ,  to w h i c h  the legislator furnished compensated 

s e r v i c e  v a l u e d  at more t h a n  $1,000 during the p e r i o d  covered by the 

r e p o r t ;  a n d  a list of these entities to which the service was furnished 

by a p e r s o n  w i t h  a  close e c o n o m i c  association w i t h  the legislator, if 

the l e g i s l a t o r  knows of the service;

(M ) a list of o t h e r  interests which could create a serious 

conflict of interests, if so determined by the board.

Sec. 2*».55.140. V A L U E  O P  I N T E R E S T  A N D  IDEN T I F I C A T I O N  OF ENTITY.

The v a l u e  of a n  i n t e r e s t  r e q u i r e d  to b e  r e p o r t e d  u n d e r  sec. 130 of 

this chapter need not be d i s c l o s e d .  A n  e n t i t y  required to be reported 

need not be identified by n a m e ;  it m a y  i n s t e a d  be i d e n t i f i e d  by the 

principal type of economic activity in w h i c h  it e n g a g e s ,  t o g e t h e r  with 

additional detail, to be prescribed by the b o a r d ,  t h a t  w i l l  fairly 

indicate its legislative interests. If disclosure is required because 

of legal services rendered to it the entity may a l s o  be i d e n t i f i e d ,  in 

the discretion of the person making disclosure and a f t e r  w r i t t e n  

approval by the board, by the type of legal service rendered. I f  the 
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entity is a registered lobbyist, or is listed as a principal by a 

registered lobbyist, it shall be identified by name.

Sec. 24.55.150. STATEMENT OPEN TO INSPECTION. A statement filed 

with the board is open to public inspection, and, ln the case of a 

legislator, shall be promptly reported by the board to the clerk of 

the appropriate house of the legislature and promptly published in the 

journal for that house. However, the board may in exceptional circum­

stances, and when necessary to avoid serious hardship to a third party, 

by a vote of three members of the board, retain particular items of 

information ln confidence.

Sec. 24.55.160. PENALTY F O R  FALSE STATEMENT AND FOR FAILURE TO 

FILE. (a) A person who knowingly fails to file a statement, or files 

a false statement, knowing it to be false, relating to a provision 

of sec. 130 of this chapter is, upon conviction, punishable by a fine 

of not more than $500. In addition, the board of ethics, after p ro­

ceeding under sec. 30 of this chapter, may report a violation to the 

appropriate house of the legislature or to the appropriate prosecutor.

(b) In addition to penalties provided in (a) of this section, 

the petition or declaration of candidacy of a candidate for the legis­

lature shall be considered i n v alid if he fails to file his statement 

of economic interests within 10 days after the last date for filing 

these petitions and declarations, or if, before the election, he is 

convicted of filing a false statement.

ARTICLE 4. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Sec. 24.55.170. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter, unless the context

requires otherwise,

(1) "board" or "board of ethics" means the board of ethics

established by sec. 10 of this chapter;

(2) "compensation" means money, thing of value, or economic
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benefit conferred on or received by a person in return for services 

rendered or to be rendered by himself or another;

(3) "economic opportunity" means a purchase, sale, lease, 

contract, option, or other transaction or arrangement involving property 

or services by which a legislator may gain an economic benefit; the tern 

does not include gifts;

(4) "legislative interest" means a substantial economic 

interest, distinct from that of the general public, in a legislative 

matter;

(5) "legislative matter" means a bill, resolution, executive 

confirmation, or other issue or proposal pending before the legislature 

or a committee or subcommittee of it;

(6) "legislator" means a member or member-elect of the state

l e g i s l a t u r e ;

(7) "lobbying" means promoting or opposing in any manner 

t h e  p a s s a g e  b y  the legislature of a legislative matter affecting the 

i n t e r e s t s  of a n y  person as distinct from those of the general public;

(8) "lobbyist" means a person required to be registered 

u n d e r  chapter of this title;

( 9 )  " p e r s o n "  o r  "entity" means, in addition to the

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " p e r s o n "  i n  AS 01.10.060(7), a governmental agency,

u n i t ,  o r  s u b d i v i s i o n ;

(10) " p e r s o n  w i t h  w hom  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r  maintains a close 

e c o n o m ic  a s s o c i a t i o n "  m e a n s  a  p e r s o n  a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e  legislator 

i n  a  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  a s s o c i a t i o n  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  

w h e t h e r  a s  p a r t n e r ,  o f f i c e r ,  e m p l o y e e ,  a s s o c i a t e ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e ;

( 1 1 )  " r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  c a s e "  m e a n s  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e p r e s e n ­

t a t i o n  o f  a  p e r s o n ,  c l i e n t ,  o r  p r i n c i p a l ,  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  

i n  a  m a t t e r  b e f o r e  a  s t a t e  a g e n c y  w h e r e  t h e  a c t i o n  o r  n o n a c t i o n  o f  t h e
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agency involves the exercise of substantial discretion; the term does 

not include inquiries for information or ot h e r  services rendered in a 

legislative capacity on behalf of a constituent or other member of the 

pub l i e ;

(12) "state agency" means a department, office, commission, 

board or authority w ithin the executive b r a n c h ,  and includes the 

University of Alaska.

Sec. 24.55.180. SHORT TITLE. This c h a pter may be cited as the 

Alaska Legislative Ethics Act.

* Sec. 2. AS 22.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

ARTICLE 4. DISCLOSURE OP ECONOMIC INTERESTS.

Sec. 22.20.150. STATEMENT OP ECONOMIC INTERESTS. (a) Every 

judicial officer shall file with the Alaska Supreme Court or wit h  a 

person designated by that court, at the time, in the detail, and in 

the manner the supreme court prescribes, a w r i t t e n  statement of his 

economic interests likely to create a conflict of interests. The 

statement shall include the following information:

(1) a list of economic interests of the p e r s o n  m aking the 

disclosure and of his spouse and minor children, w h e t h e r  in the form 

o f  stocks, bonds, realty, equity or creditor interests in a p r o p r i e t o r­

ship or partnership, or otherwise; exempted from disclosure are

(A) accounts in b a n k s  and i n  s a vi n g s  a n d  lo a n  a s s o c i­

ations;

(B) e q u i t y  i n t e r e s t s  v a l u e d  at less t h a n  $ 5 , 0 0 0  a n d  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  less t h a n  five p e r  cent o f  the t o t a l  e q u i t y  i n t e r e s t s  

in the e n t i t y ;

(2) a list o f  every offi c e ,  d i r e c t o r s h i p  a n d  s a l a r i e d  

employment during the p e r i o d  covered by the r e p o r t ,  of  t h e  p e r s o n  

making the disclosure and of his spouse and minor children; a n  o f f i c e ,
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a directorship or salaried employment in a political, religious, 

charitable or e d u c a t i o n a l  entity n e e d  not be reported if compensation 

of less than $1,000 per year is being received;

(3) a list of other economic interests and relationships 

which could create a substantial conflict of interests, if so d e t e r­

mined by the s u p r e m e  court.

(b) In p r o v i d i n g  the information required by (a) of this 

section, the p e r s o n  making the disclosure s h a l l  specify names, 

identities, types of assocation or involvement, and other i nformation 

the court requires, but need not specify the value of an interest.

(c) A p e r s o n  who knowingly fails to file a statement, or files a 

false statement, knowing it to be false wit h  regard to a p r ovision

of this section, shall be reported to the Commission on Judicial 

Qualifications.

• Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 17.040 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) The pri n c i p a l  executive officer of each department shall 

establish a d e t a i l e d  code of conduct for appointed officers and 

employees within his Jurisdiction. These codes may Include r e q u i r e­

ments for disclosure of economic interests and conflict situations 

relating to the performance of official d uties by the officers and 

employees. Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n  and e n f o r c e m e n t  of these codes may be 

delegated by the department head to a subordinate officer or agency.

• Sec. 4. AS 44.17 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 44.17.090. DISCLOSURE OF ECONOMIC INTERESTS. (a) The 

principal executive officer of each department shall file with the 

board of ethics, established by AS 24.55.010, a written statement of 

economic interests and relationships likely to create a conflict of 

Interests. The statement shall be filed at the times, in the d e t a i l  

and ln the manner prescribed by the board, and shall include the 
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2 (1) a list of economic interests of the person making 

the disclosure and of his spouse and minor children, whether in the 

form of stocks, bonds, realty, equity or creditor interests in a 

proprietorship or partnership, or otherwise; exempted from disclosure 

are

(A) accounts ln banks and ln savings and loan 

associations;

(B) equity Interests valued at less than $5,000 and 

representing less than five per cent of the total equity interests 

in the entity;

(2) a list of every office, directorship and salaried 

employment during the period covered by the report, of the person 

making the disclosure and of his spouse and mi n o r  children; an office, 

a directorship or salaried employment in a political, religious, 

charitable or educational entity need not be reported if compensation 

of less than $1,000 per year is being received;

(3) a list of all entities with a substantial economic 

interest, distinct from that of the general public, in a matter likely 

to come before the person making the disclosure in his official capacity^ 

to which he furnished compensated services valued at more than $1,000 

during the period covered by the report; and list of these entities to 

which the service was furnished by a person wit h  a close economic 

association with the person making the disclosure, if the latter knows 

of the service;

(4) a list of other interests which could create a serious 

conflict of interests, if so determined by the board.

(b) The board may also require disclosure of conflict situations 

as thsy arise, if it determines that disclosure of Interests is
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insufficient.

(c) The value of an interest required to be reported under this 

section need not be disclosed. An entity required to be reported need 

not be identified by name; it may instead be identified by the principal 

type of economic activity in which it engages, together with additional 

detail, to be prescribed by the board, that will fairly indicate its 

interests before the executive branch. If disclosure is required becaus; 

of legal services rendered to it, the entity may also be identified, ln 

the discretion of the person making the disclosure and after written 

approval by the board, by the type of legal service rendered.

(d) A statement filed with the board is open to public Inspection. 

However, the board may in exceptional circumstances, and when necessary 

to avoid serious hardship to the entity, by a vote of three members of 

the board, retain particular items of information in confidence.

(e) A person who knowingly fails to file a statement, or files

a false statement, knowing it to be false with regard to any provision 

of this section, is, upon conviction, punishable by a fine of not more 

than $500.

• Sec. 5. AS 44. 19.010 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) The governor shall establish a d e t a i l e d  code of conduct for 

appointed officers and employees within his office. This code may 

Include requirements for disclosure of e c o n o m i c  interests and conflict 

situations relating to the performance of official duties by the 

officers and employees. Administration and enforcement of this code 

may be delegated by the governor to a subordinate officer or agency.

* Sec. 6. AS 44.19 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 44.19.015. DISCLOSURE OP ECONOMIC INTERESTS. The governor 

and the secretary of state, and each candidate for either of these 

offices, shall file with the board of ethics a written statement of 
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economic interests and relationships likely to create a conflict of 

interests. The statement shall be filed at the times, ln the detail 

and in the m a n n e r  prescribed by the board; it shall contain the i n f o r­

mation s p e c i f i e d  in AS 44.17.090 and is subject t o  all other p r o v i s i o n s  

of that section, including the penalty for failure to file or for firing 

a false statement.
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