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S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 32 
IN T HE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the l i a b i l i t y  an d  liens of h o t e l

an d  b o a r d i n g h o u s e  o p e r a t o r s ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 8 .5 6 .0 5 0 (b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) No o p e r a t o r  o f  a h o t e l  or b o a r d i n g h o u s e  is o b l i g a t e d  to 

r e c e i v e  p r o p e r t y  on d e p o s i t  for s a f e k e e p i n g  as p r o v i d e d  in (a) of this 

s e c t i o n  w h i c h  e x c e e d s  $1,000 in value. If p r o p e r t y  e x c e e d i n g  $1,000 

in value is d e p o s i t e d  in the h o t e l  or b o a r d i n g h o u s e  safe o r  vault, 

the o p e r a t o r  is n o t  li a b l e  for its loss, d a m a g e  or d e s t r u c t i o n  unless 

he enters into a w r i t t e n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  the g uest w h o  d e p o s i t s  the 

pr operty. If the o p e r a t o r  does c o n t r a c t  w i t h  a guest for the s a f e­

k e e p i n g  o f  p r o p e r t y  e x c e e d i n g  $ 1 , 0 0 0  in value, the o p e r a t o r  is liable 

o nly i f  the p r o p e r t y  d e p o s i t e d  is s t o l e n  or lost, d a m a g e d  or d e s t r o y e d  

by the n e g l i g e n c e  or w i l f u l  m i s c o n d u c t  of the o p e r a t o r  or  his agent.

* Sec. 2. AS 0 8 . 5 6 . 0 6 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in sec. 50 of this chapter, the o p e r a t o r  

of a h o t e l  or b o a r d i n g h o u s e  is not liable for the t h e f t , loss, damage 

or d e s t r u c t i o n  of p r o p e r t y  b r o u g h t  to or sent i n t o  the h o t e l  or 

b o a r d i n g h o u s e  by a g u es t  un l e s s the t h e f t , loss, da m a g e  or d e s t r u c t i o n  

was c a u s e d  by n e g l i g e n c e  or w i l f u l  m i s c o n d u c t  of the o p e r a t o r  or his 

a g e n t .

* Sec. 3. AS 3 4 . 3 5 . 520(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) If a lien, as p r o v i d e d  for in sec. 510 of this c h a p t e r  Is 

not s a t i s f i e d  w i t h i n  60 days a f t e r  the c h a r ge s  b e c o m e  due, the h o t e l
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or b o a r d i n g h o u s e  o p e r a t o r  may p r o c e e d  to sell the b a g g a g e  or o t h e r  

p r o p e r t y  in his p o s s e s s i o n  at p u b l i c  auction. T w e n t y  [TEN] days 

b e f o r e  the sale the h o t e l  or b o a r d i n g h o u s e  o p e r a t o r  s h al l  give no t i c e  

of  the time and p lace of sale by p u b l i s h i n g  n o t i c e  in a n e w s p a p e r  of 

gene r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  in the city or b o r o u g h  in w h i c h  the h o t e l  or 

b o a r d i n g h o u s e  is located, by p o s t i n g  not i c e  in three p u b l i c  p l a c e s  in 

the [TOWN OR] city or b o r o u g h  w h er e  the h o t e l  or b o a r d i n g h o u s e  is 

l o c a t e d  and by m a i l i n g  n o t i c e  of the time and p l a c e  to the o w n e r  of 

the b a g g a g e  or o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  at the p l a c e  of r e s i d e n c e  as set out in 

the h o te l  or b o a r d i n g h o u s e  register. If the guest f a i l e d  to r e g i s t e r ^  

a n d  if his addr es s  is not k n o w n  by the oper a t o r ,  s e r v i c e  o f  not i c e  

by mai l  is not r e q u i r e d  [OR TO GIVE S U F F I C I E N T  A D D R E S S , T H E  R E Q U I R E D  

N O T I C E  S H A L L  BE M A I L E D  TO THE G U E S T  AT THE CITY OR T OW N  W H E R E  THE 

H O T E L  OR B O A R D I N G H O U S E  IS LOCATED]. The n o t i c e  shall c o n t a i n  a 

d e s c r i p t i o n  of the p r o p e r t y  to be sold. W h e n  the n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

of this s e c t i o n  have b e e n  c o m p l i e d  with, the sale of t h e  b a g g a g e  or 

o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  is a p e r p e t u a l  b a r  to an a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  the h o t e l  or 

b o a r d i n g h o u s e  o p e r a t o r  for r e c o v e r y  of b a g g a g e ,  p r o p e r t y  or t h e i r  

v a l u e .
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