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B Y  A L L  T H E  M E M B E R S  OP 

IN TH E  H O U S E  T H E  H O U S E

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 92 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

Ur g i n g  the e n a c t m e n t  of l e g i s l a t i o n  

for the p r o t e c t i o n  of A m e r i c a n  p e r s o n­

nel c a p t u r e d  in m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  

o t h e r  t han in a " d e c l a r e d  w a r " .

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  A r t i c l e  VI o f  the U n i t e d  St a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  states 

t h a t  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t r ea t i e s  r a t i f i e d  by the U n i t e d  States g o v e r n m e n t  b e c o m e  

the " s upreme law o f  the land"; and

W H E R E A S  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  s o l e m n  p r o m i s e s  r a t i f i e d  at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c o n f e r e n c e  at G e n e v a  that all p r i s o n e r s  of w a r  c a p t u r e d  w o u l d  be g i v e n  the 

r e s p e c t  of h u m a n e  t re a t m e n t ;  that A r t i c l e  2 of the c o n v e n t i o n  p r o v i d e s  that 

it "shall apply to all cases of d e c l a r e d  w a r  or any o t h e r  a r m e d  c o n f l i c t  

w h i c h  may arise b e t w e e n  two or mo r e  of the H i g h  C o n t r a c t i n g  p ar t i e s ,  eve n 

if the s ta t e  of w a r  is no t  r e c o g n i z e d  by one of them"; and

W H E R E A S  the g o v e r n m e n t  of N o r t h  V i e t n a m  a c c e d e d  to the convention., on 

June 28, 1957, a n d  the g o v e r n m e n t  of S o u t h  V i e t n a m  a c c e d e d  to. the c o n v e n t i o n  

on N o v e m b e r  14, 1953, and the g o v e r n m e n t  of the U n i t e d  States a c c e d e d  to 

the c o n v e n t i o n  on A u g u s t  2, 1955; no p r e t e n s e  of c o m p l i a n c e  has b e e n  a d v a n c ed  

by N o r t h  V i e t n a m  o r  the N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  F ront (Viet Cong) d e s p i t e  the 

r e m i n d e r  to do so on Jun e  11, 1 9 6 5 , by M. J a c q u e s  F r e ym o n d ,  Vic e  P r e s i d e n t  

o f  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  o f  the R e d  Cross; and

W H E R E A S  r e p e a t e d  a p p e a l s  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  w i v e s , p a r e n t s , r e l a t i v e s , a n d  

d e p e n d e n t s  o f  t h o s e  u n f o r t u n a t e  v i c t i m s  o f  C o m m u n i s t  v i o l e n c e  h a v e  p r o v e n  

i n e f f e c t i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e ;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e  that the U n i t e d  St a t e s
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g o v e r n m e n t  is r e q u e s t e d  to u n d e r t a k e  a more d e t e r m i n e d  ef fo r t  to o b t a i n  the 

r e l e a s e  of names of p r i s o n e r s  n o w  held; to e f f e c t  the i m m e d i a t e  r e l e a s e  of 

s i c k  and w o u n d e d  p r i s o n e r s ;  to a c h i e v e  i m p a r t i a l  i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  p r i s o n e r  of 

w a r  facili t i e s ;  to a s s u r e  p r o p e r  t r e a t m en t  of all p r i s o n e r s ;  to f a c i l i t a t e  

the r e g u l a r  flow of mail; and m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  to o b t a i n  the r e l e a s e  an d 

j.i~6Gu.oiu fro m  Ca.p'fcivi'ty of* uIi o s g  A m e r i c a n  men  of1 oAis "undeclared.” w a r  wruli 

N o r t h  Vietnam; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that t here be e n a c t e d  by the Co n g r e s s  of the 

U n i t e d  States a code of p r o t e c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  s i m i l a r  to the U n i f o r m  Code 

of M i l i t a r y  J u st i c e ,  P u b l i c  Law 506, a p p l i c a b l e  to A m e r i c a n  p e r s o n n e l  c a p­

tu r e d  in m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  in a " d e c l a r e d  w a r "  to a s s u r e  that 

the full force, a u t h o r i t y ,  and p o w e r  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a  shall 

h e n c e f o r t h  be p u b l i c l y  c o m m i t t e d  to the a t t a i n m e n t  o f  f r e e d o m  f r o m  c a p t i v i t y  

of all A m e r i ca n s  c a p t u r e d  in s u c h  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s ,  p a s t  and future.

CO P I E S  o f  this R e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  M. 

N i x o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  W i l l i a m  P. R o g e r s,  

S e c r e t a r y ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  St a t e ;  the H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  B. R u s s e l l ,  P r e s i d e n t  

Pro T e m p o r e  o f  the Senate; the H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  W. M c C o r m a c k ,  S p e a k e r  of the 

H o u s e ;  the H o n o r a b l e  J. W. F u l b r i g h t , C h a i r m a n  of  the S e n a t e  F o r e i g n  R e l a­

tions Committee; the H o n o r a b l e  T ho m a s  E. M o r g a n ,  C h a i r m a n  of the H o u s e  

F o r e i g n  Affa i r s  C o m m i t t e e ;  and to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  

M i k e  Gravel, U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  H o w a r d  W. Pollock, U. S, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e mb e r s  o f  the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o ngress.
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