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IN THE HOUSE B Y  K E R T T U L A  -AND B R A D N E R

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 79

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  a c t i o n  on a

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t  to p r o v i d e  for

the d i r e c t  p o p u l a r  e l e c t i o n  of the

P r e s i d e n t  and V i c e - P r e s i d e n t .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  u n d e r  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the U n i t e d  States, P r e s i d e n t i a l  and 

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t i a l  E l e c t o r s  in the s e v e r a l  st a t e s  are n o w  e l e c t e d  on a s t a t e­

wid e  basi s ,  e a c h  s tate b e i n g  e n t i t l e d  to as m a n y  e l e c t o r s  as it has senat o r s  

an d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in C o n g r e s s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the P r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t o r s  wh o  r e c e i v e  

the p l u r a l i t y  of the p o p u l a r  vote in a p a r t i c u l a r  state b e c o m e  e n t i t l e d  to 

cast the t o t a l  n u m b e r  of e l e c t o r a l  v o t e s  a l l o c a t e d  to that state I r r e s p e c­

tive of h o w  m a n y  votes may h a v e  b e e n  cast for o t h e r  e l e c t o r  candida t e s ;  and 

W H E R E A S  this m e t h o d  of e l e c t i n g  the P r e s i d e n t  a n d  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  is 

u n f a i r  an d  u n j u s t  in that it does no t  r e f l e c t  the m i n o r i t y  v otes cast; and 

W H E R E A S  a m e t h o d  o t h e r  than the d i r e c t  p o p u l a r  e l e c t i o n  c o u l d  allow' 

the e l e c t i o n  of a P r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  w h o  is not, in fact, the c h o i c e  of 

the A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e ;  and

W H E R E A S  u n d e r  a di r e ct  p o p u l a r  e l e c t i o n ,  n o  t h i r d  p a r t y  c an d i d a t e  could

use a h a n d f u l  of e l e c t o r a l  v o t e s  to d i c t a t e  the choice of P r e s i d e n t  or V i c e -

P r e s i d e n t ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the d i r e c t  p o p u l a r  e l e c t i o n  is the only m e t h o d  by w h i c h  the 

vote of a v o t e r  l i v i n g  in any p a r t  of one s tate has the same ef f ec t  as the

vote of a v o t e r  l i v i n g  in any p art of a n y  o t h e r  state; and

W H E R E A S  the n e e d  for a change has b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  by m e m b e r s  of
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Congress on n u m e r o u s  occ a s i o ns  t h r o u g h  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of v a r i o us  p r o p o s a l s  

for a m e n d i n g  the C o n s ti t u t i o n ,  an d  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  t h r o u g h  the p a s s a g e  of 

HJ R  68l by the H ouse of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  I
g

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the S i xt h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  s u p p o r t s  the conc e p t  I

of the direct p o p u l a r  e l e c t i o n  o f  th e  P r e s i d e n t  and V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ;  an d  be 

it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the C o n g r e s s  is r e q u e s t e d  to act u p o n  the p r o­

pos a l  p e n d i n g  in the Sen at e  w h i c h  p r ov i d e s  for the di re c t  p o p u l a r  e l e c t i o n  

of the P r e s i de n t  and V i c e - P r e s i d e n t .  I

COPIES of this R e s o l u t i o n  s hall lie sent to tine H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  M. 

Nixon, Pre s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States; the H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  V/. McCormack, 

S p e a k e r  of t h e .H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  B. R u s sell,

P r e s i d e n t  Pro T e m p o r e  of the Senate; the H o n o r a b l e  B i r c h  Bayh, C h a i r m a n  of J

the Senate J u d i c i a r y  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  A m e n d m e n t s ;  and to the 

H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  and the H o n o r a b l e  Mik e  Gravel, U. S. Se na t o r s ,  and 

the H o n o r a b l e  H o w a r d  W. Pollock, U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  o f  the 

A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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