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In t r o d u c ed :  4 / 1 7 / 6 9
R e ferred: J u d i c i a r y  a nd  
F i n a n c e

IN THE  H O U S E B Y  THE  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  J O j f T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 63
IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E S TATE O F  A L A S K A

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the C o n s t i t u -

BE IT R E S O L V E D ^  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e ction/!. Secs. 1, 2, 3, 12, 14, 15, 16, 18 a n d  20, art. II, Cons t i -
■W

t i o n  of the S t at e  of A l a s k a  p r o v i d i n g  

f o r  a o n e - h o u s e  le g i s lature.

tution .e S t a t e  of Alaska, are a m e n d e d  to read:

£  S E C T I O N  1. The l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r  of the S t at e  is v e s t e d  in a 

l e g i s l a t u r e  [ C O N S I S T I N G  O F  A S E N A T E  W I T H  A M E M B E R S H I P  OF T W E N T Y  A N D  A 

H O U S E  OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ]  w i t h  a m e m b e r s h i p  of f o r t y - o n e  s e n at o r s  

[FORTY].

S E C T I O N  2. A m e m b e r  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a ll  be a q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r  who h a s  b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  of A l a s k a  for at least t h r ee  y e a r s  and 

of the d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  e l e c t e d  for at l east one year, i m m e d i a t e l y  

p r e c e d i n g  hi s  f i l i n g  fo r  office. A s e n a t o r  s h a l l  be at least [TWENTY- 

F I V E  Y E A R S  O F  AGE A N D  A R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  AT L E A S T ]  t w e n t y - o n e  y e a rs  of 

a g e .

S E C T I O N  3. L e g i s l a t o r s  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  at g e n e r a l  elec t i on s .  

T h e i r  terms b e g i n  on the f o u r t h  M o n d a y  of th e  J a n u a r y  f o l l o w i n g  electioi 

u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by law. The [ TERM O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  S H A L L  BI 

TWO YEARS, A N D  THE] t e r m  of s e n a t o r s  [,] s h a l l  be f o u r  years. O n e - h a l f  

of the s e n a t o r s  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  e v e r y  two years.

S E C T I O N  12. T h e  [HOU S ES  OF E A C H]  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  adopt [UNIFORM; 

r u l e s  of p r o c e d u r e .  Th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH H O U S E ]  m a y  choose its 

o f f i c e r s  an d  e m p l o y e e s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH] is the j u d g e  of the 

e l e c t i o n  an d q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of its m e m b e r s  and m a y  e x p e l  a m e m b e r  w i t h
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the c o n c u r r e nc e  of t w o - t h i r d s  of its m e m b e r s . T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

[EACH] s ha ll  keep a j o u r n a l  of its p r o c e e d i n g s .  A  m a j o r i t y  of the 

m e m b e r s h i p  of t h e l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH H O U S E ]  c o n s t i t u t e s  a q u o r u m  to do 

bu siness, but a s m a l l e r  n u m b e r  ma y  a d j o u r n  f r o m  day to day a n d  m a y  

compel a t t e n d a n c e  of ab s e n t  m e mbers. The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  r e g u l a t e  j

l o b b y i n g .

S E C T I O N  1*1.. The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l e s t a b l i s h  the 'procedure for 

the e n a c t m e n t of b ills int o  law. No b i l l  m a y  b e c o m e  law u n l e s s  it 

has p a s s e d  three r e a d i n g s  [IN E A C H  HOUSE] on three s e p a r a t e  days, 

except that any b i l l  m a y  be a d v a n c e d  f r o m  s e c o n d  to t hi r d  r e a d i n g  on 

the same day by c o n c u r r e n c e  of t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  [HOUSE 

C O N S I D E R I N G  I T ] . No v ote o n  final p a s s a g e  of a b i l l  m a y  be t a k e n  j

u n t i l  five l e g i s l ative days a f t e r I t s  i n t r o d u c t ion a nd u n t il at I

least one l e g i s l a t i v e  day a f t e r  the date p u b l i c l y  a n n o u n c e d  for it 

to app e a r  on t he d a l ly calendar, No b i l l  m a y  b e c o m e  law w i t h o u t  an 

a f f i r m a t i v e vote of a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of th e l e g i s l a t u r e  

[EACH HOUSE]. The y eas and nay s  on f i n a l  p a s s a g e  s ha l l  be e n t e r e d  in 

the journal.

S E C T I O N  15. Th e  g o v e r n o r  m a y  v e t o  b i l l s  p a s s e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  

He may, by veto, strike or r e d u c e  items in a p p r o p r i a t i o n  bills. He 

shall r e t u r n  any v e t o e d  bill, w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  of his o b j e c t i o n ,  to 

the l e g i s l a t u r e [HOUSE O P  ORIGIN].

S E C T I O N  16. U p o n  r e c e i p t  of a v e t o  m e s s a g e ,  the l e g i s l a t u r e  

shall m e e t  i m m e d i a t e l y  [IN J O I N T  S ES S I O N ]  a n d  r e c o n s i d e r  p a s s a g e  of 

the v e t o e d  b i l l  or item. B i l l s  to r a i s e  r e v e n u e  and a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

bills or items, a l t h o u g h  veto ed , b e c o m e  l a w  by a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of 

t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of the l e g i s l a t u r e .  O t h e r  v e t o e d  

bills b e c o m e  law by a f f i r m a t i v e  vote of t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  

of the l e g i slature. Th e  vote o n  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a v e t o e d  b i l l  
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s h a l l be e n t e r e d  on the .journal [JOUR N A L S ]  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  [BOTH 

H O U S E S ] .

S E C T I O N  18. Laws p a s s e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  

n i n e t y  days a f t e r  e n actment. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may, by c o n c u r r e n c e  of 

t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  [OF E A C H  H O U S E ] ,  p r o v i d e  for a n o t h e r  

e f f e c t i v e  date.

S E C T I O N  20. All civil o f f i c e r s  o f  the S t a t e  are s u b j e c t  to 

I m p e a c h m e n t  by the l e g i sl a t u r e .  I m p e a c h m e n t  [SHALL O R I G I N A T E  IN THE 

S E N A T E  AND] m u s t  be a p p r o v e d  by a t w o - t h i r d s  v ote of Its m e m bers.

The m o t i o n  for I m p e a c h m e n t  s hall list fully the b a s i s  for the p r o­

ceeding. The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  by law a p r o c e d u r e  for the 

t r i a l  and r e m o v a l  f r o m  o f f i c e  o f  o f f icers of the state. [T R I A L  ON 

I M P E A C H M E N T  S H A L L  BE C O N D U C T E D  B Y  T H E  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S .  A 

S U P R E M E  C OURT J U S T I C E  D E S I G N A T E D  BY T H E  COURT S H A L L  P R E S I D E  A T  TH E 

T R I A L . ]  C o n c u r r e n c e  of t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s  of the t r i b u n a l  

[HOUSE] Is r e q u i r e d  for a j u d g m e n t  of i m p e a c h m e n t .  T he  j u d g m e n t  may 

no t  e x t e n d  b e y o n d  r e m o v a l  f r o m  offi c e ,  b u t  s hall not p r e v e n t  p r o­

ceedings In the courts o n  the s a m e  or r e l a t e d  charges.

* Sec. 2. Sec. 10, art. II, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  o f  Alaska, is 

r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 3. Secs. 1 - 8 ,  art. VI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a te  of Alaska, are 

r e p e a l e d  and replaced, by the f o l l o w i n g  n e w  section:

S E C T I O N  1. M e m b e r s  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  are e l e c t e d  by the 

q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  o f  the r e s p e c t i v e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s.  No m o r e  tha n  

five l e g i s l a t o r s  may be  e l e c t e d  f rom an e l e c t i o n  d is trict. The 

n u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by each l e g i s l a t o r  is d e t e r m i n e d  by 

d i v i d i n g  the t o t a l  m e m b e r s h i p  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  into the t otal 

c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  of the st a t e  as r e p o r t e d  in the d e c e n n i a l  census. 

The p o p u l a t i o n  a s s i g n e d  to each l e g i s l a t i v e  seat  s hall be as
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m a t h e m a t i c a l l y  e qual as possible, The g o v e r n o r  s hall a p p o r t i o n  and 

d i s t ri c t  the s tate for l e g i s l a t i v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i t h  the adv i ce  of 

the r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  board.

S E C T I O N  2. The g o v e r n o r  a p p oints a r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  b o a r d  to 

act in an ad v i s o r y  c a p a c it y  to him. It c o n s is t s  of five m e m b e r s  

a p p o i n t e d  w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  to p arty a f f i l i a t i o n.  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  may 

not be e m ployees or o f f i c i a l s  of the state or f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  of 

any p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  the state. 

s Sec. 4. The a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by this r e s o l u t i o n  s hall b e  p l a c e d  

b e f o r e  the voters of the s t a t e  at the n e x t  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  in c o n f o r m i t y  

w i t h  sec. 1, art. XIII, of the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of Alas ka ,  a n d  the state 

e l e c t i o n  code.
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