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In t r o d u c e d :  4 / 7 / 6 9
Re ferred: S t a t e  A f f a i r s

IN the HouSE BY METCALF AND R E T T I G

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 57 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of two 

a d d i t i o n a l  s e a - t r a i n  sl i p  f a c il i t i e s  

at the Port of Seward.

3E IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  Sewar d ,  Alas k a ,  the s o u t h e r n  t e r m in u s  o f  the A l a s k a  Ra i l r oa d ,  

las s e r v e d  as the p r i n c i p a l  port of e n tr y  for s t e a m s h i p s  c a r r y i n g  freight 

d e s t i n e d  for the i n t e r i o r  o f  A l a s k a  v i a  the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  for ove r  50 years 

and such t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  has b e e n  the m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  r e v e n u e  for t h e  c o m m u­

nity ; and

W H E R E A S  the e a r t h q u a k e  of M a r c h  27th, 1964, w i t h  the a c c o m p a n y i n g  tidal 

tfave, c o m p l e t e l y  d e s t r o y e d  the f r e i g h t  h a n d l i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  at the Port of 

Seward and f o r c e d  s t e a m s h i p  c a r r ie r s  e n g a g e d  in A l a s k a  s h i p p i n g  to seek 

alt er n a t e  rou t e s  to the i n t e r i o r  of A l a s k a ,  l e a v i n g  S e w a r d  w i t h o u t  a si n g l e  

s c h e d u l e d  c a r r i e r  s h i p  for n ea r l y  two y e a r s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the T a s k  F o r c e  for the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the 1964 d i s a s t e r  are a  

r e c o m m e n d e d  that the Port of S e w a r d  b e  r e s t o r e d  to its f o rm e r  c a p a c i t y  and 

that the r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  b e t w e e n  S e w a r d  an d  P o r t a g e  b e  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  and r e­

stored; and

W H E R E A S  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a m o d e r n  d o c k  was c o n s t r u c t e d  at the Port of S e w a r d  

at a cost of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  15 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  p r o v i d i n g  for b e r t h i n g  and u n­

loading f a c i l i t i e s  for the c o n v e n t i o n a l  v a n  c a r r y i n g  ships e n r o u t e  from 

Seattle to A l a s k a ,  bu t  no p r o v i s i o n  wa s  m a d e  for s e a - t r a i n  s l i p  u n l o a d i n g  

f a c i lities; and

W H E R E A S  S e w a r d  H a r b o r  is the only y e a r - r o u n d  ice free d e e p  w a t e r  port 

fjith t h r e e - w a y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  access to the i n t e r i o r  o f  A l a s k a  by r a i l r o a d ,
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highway and airfield facilities; and

WHEREAS recognizing the increased volume of merchandise shipped to 

Alaska in rail cars, the Alaska Steamship Company, in January of 1969) 

completely suspended the operation of vanships to the Port of Seward, leaving 

that port without shipping; and

WHEREAS, at present, when world conditions are so unsettled and millions 

of dollars a,re being spent for national defense, it would seem imperative 

that a three-way transportation access port of entry be continually main­

tained on an operational basis, so that in case of an international 

emergency it could be made available for the handling of emergency shipping 

to the interior of Alaska;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Sixth Alaska State Legislature respectfully re­

quests in the interests of national defense, and the economic well-being of 

the state, the construction of two modern and adequate sea-train slip facili­

ties at the year-round ice free deep water Port of Seward, Alaska.

COPIES of this Resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Richard M. 

Nixon, President of the United States; the Honorable John A. Volpe, Secretary! 

of Transportation; the Honorable Melvin R. Laird, Secretary of Defense; the 

Honorable Walter J. Hickel, Secretary of the Interior; and to the Honorable 

Ted Stevens and the Honorable Mike Gravel, U. S. Senators, and the Honorable 

Howard W. Pollock, U. S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in 

Congress.
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