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I n t r o d u c e d :  4/7/69 
Referred : S t a t e  A f f a i r s

IN T H E  H O U S E B Y  M E T C A L F  A N D  R E T T I G

H O U S E  J O I N T  RESOLUTION NO. 57

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of two

rf a d d i t i o n a l  s e a - t r a i n  slip f acilities

at the Port of Seward.

B E  IT RESOiiVED TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T E E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  R e w a r d ,  Alask a ,  the s c u t h e r n  t e r m i n us  of the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d

has servedjfis the p r i n c i p a l  port of e ntry for s t e a m s h i p s  c a r r y i n g  freight 

d e s t i n e d ^ f o r  the i n t e r i o r  of A l a s k a  v i a  the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  for o ver 50 years 

a n d  s«ch t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  has b e e n  the m a j o r  s o u r c e  of r e v e n u e  for th e  c o m m u­

nity; and

W H E R E A S  the e a r t h q u a k e  of M a r c h  27th, 1964, w i t h  the a c c o m p a n y i n g  tidal 

w a v e ,  c o m p l e t e l y  d e s t r o y e d  the f r e i g h t  h a n d l i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  at the P o r t’of 

S e w a r d  and f o r c e d  s t e a m s h i p  c ar r i e r s  e n g a g e d  in A l a s k a  s h i p p i n g  to seek 

a l t e r n a t e  routes to the i n t e r i o r  of A l a s k a , l e a v i n g  S e w a r d  w i t h o u t  a single 

s c h e d u l e d  c a r r i e r  s hip fo r n e a r l y  two y e a r s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the T a s k  F o r c e  for the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the 1964 d i s a s t e r  a rea 

r e c o m m e n d e d  that the Port of S e w a r d  be r e s t o r e d  to Its f o r m e r  ca p a c i t y  and 

that the r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  b e t w e e n  S e w a r d  and P o r t a g e  be r e h a b i l i t a t e d  and r e­

stored; and

W H E R E A S  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a m o d e r n  d o c k  was c o n s t r u c t e d  at the Port o f  Se w a r d  

at a cost of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  15 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  p r o v i d i n g  for b e r t h i n g  and u n­

l o a d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  for the c o n v e n t i o n a l  va n  c a r r y i n g  s hips e n ro u t e  fro m  

Seattle to A l a s k a  .j but  no p r o v i s i o n  was m a d e  for s e a - t r a i n  slip u n l o a d i n g  

f a c i l i t i e s ; and

W H E R E A S  S e w a r d  H a r b o r  is the only y e a r - r o u n d  ice free dee p  w a t e r  port 

w i t h  t hr e e - w a y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  access to the i n t e r i o r  o f  A l a s k a  by rai l ro a d ,
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h i g h w a y  and a i r f i e l d  f a c i l ities; and

W H E R E A S  r e c o g n i z i n g  the i n c r e a s e d  volume of m e r c h a n d i s e  s h i p p e d  to 

A l a s k a  in rail cars, the A l a s k a  S t e a m s h i p  Company, in J a n u a r y  of 1969, 

c o m p l et e l y  s u s p e n d e d  the o p e r a t i o n  of v a nships to the Port of S e w a r d ,  l e a v i n g  

that port w i t h o u t  s h ipping; and

W H E R E A S  an nu a l  ice cond i t i o n s in Cook I nlet c o u l d i n t e r r u p t  s h i p p i n g  

d e s t i n e d  for the i n t e r i o r  o f  Alaska, and h o s t i l e  ice a c t i o n  c o u l d  close the 

W h i t t i e r  - P o r t a g e  R a i l r o a d  Tunn e l ,  t h er e b y  d i s r u p t i n g  all s h i p p i n g  f rom the 

Port of W h i t t i e r  to the i n t e r i o r  of Alas k a ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  at pr e sent, w h e n  w o r l d  c o n d i t i o n s  are so u n s e t t l e d  a n d  m i l l i o n s  

of dollars are b e i n g  spent for n a t i o n a l  d e f e n se ,  it w o u l d  s e e m  i m p e r a t i v e  

that a t h r e e - w a y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  access port of entry be c o n t i n u a l l y  m a i n­

ta i n e d  on an o p e r a t i o n a l  ba s i s , so that in case of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

e m e r g e n c y  it could be made a v a i l a b l e  for the h a n d l i n g  o f  e m e r g e n c y  s h i p p i n g  

to the i n t e r i o r  of Alaska;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the S i x t h A l a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e­

quests in the i n t e r e s ts  of n a t i o n a l  defen s e,  and the e c o n o m i c  w e l l - b e i n g  of 

the state, the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of two m o d e r n  and a d e q u a t e  s e a - t r a i n  s l i p  f a c i l i­

ties at the y e a r - r o u n d  ice free deep w a t e r  Port of Sewa r d ,  Alaska. 1

C OPIES of this R e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  Richard. M.

Nixon, P r e si d e n t  of the U n i t e d  Stat e s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  Joh n  A. Vo l pe ,  S e c r e t a r y  

of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  the H o n o r a b l e  M e l v i n  R. La ir d ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e ;  the j
H o n o r a b l e  W a l t e r  J. H i c k el ,  S e c r e t a r y  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of the I n t e r i o r ;  and j

to the H o n o r a b l e  Ted Stev e n s  and the H o n o r a b l e  Mik e  Gravel, U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  j

and the H o n o r a b l e  H o w a r d  W. Pollock, U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the 

A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g r e s s .
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