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I n t r o d u c e d :  4 / 3 / 6 9
Referred: S t a t e  A f f a i r

[N T H E  H O U S E  /  BY S A S S A R A

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 54 

IN TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

SIXTH I S L A T U RE  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  f e d e r a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  the 

/  A l a s k a  Mar i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  as part

/' of the F e d e r a l - A i d  S y s t e m  and federal

/" funds for m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  ferry con-

stru c t i o n .

3E IT R E S O L V E D  B Y / T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  t h ^ f S t a t e  of A l a s k a  has e s t a b l i s h e d , at its own i n s t i g a t i o n  and

tf
sxpense, a m o d / r n  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  c o n n e c t i n g  A l a s k a  and the 98 c o n t i g u­

ous states t h r o u g h  th e  Por t  of S e a t t le ;  and

W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  was d e v i s e d  and is o p e r a t e d

bo take the p l a c e  of an i n t r a s t a t e  and i n t e r s t a t e  h i g h w a y  system; and

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  is in a u n i q u e  p o s i t i o n  b e c a u s e  the onl y p r e s e n t  land 

co n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the s t a t e  is a 1 , 2 0 0 - m i l e  gr a v e l  r o a d  t h r o u g h  a fore i gn  

c o u n t r y ; and

W H E R E A S ,  b e c a u s e  of the g e o g r a p h i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  S o u t h e a s t e r n  Alaska, 

there is no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  an o v e r l a n d  r o a d  b e t w e e n  it and the S o u t h 48 

states; and

W H E R E A S  t h e r e  is a t r e m e n d o u s  g r o w t h  in co m m e rc e ,  t r a d e  a n d  t o u r i s m  

D e t w e e n  the S o u t h  48 states a n d  Alaska; and

W H E R E A S  the ferries h a n d l e  mo s t  of this m o v e m e n t  in S o u t h e a s t  and South-

cent r a l  Alas ka ;  and

W H E R E A S  F e d e r a l - A i d  S y s t e m  funds h a v e  not b e e n  ma d e  a v a i l a b l e  for the

A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  e v e n  t h o u g h  it f u n c t i o n s  as a h i g h w a y  in the

tr u e s t  s ense a n d  it is o p e r a t e d  to a g re a t  e x t e n t  in i n t e r s t a t e  c o mmerce; and 

W H E R E A S  t h e r e  is p r e c e d e n t  for p r o v i d i n g  f e d e r a l  funds to A l a s k a  for
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the ferry s y s t e m  s i nc e  t here are o t h e r  states w h i c h  r e c e i v e  F e d e r a l - A i d  

S y s t e m  funds for the o p e r a ti o n s  o f  t h e i r  ferry s y s t e m s ;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the L e g i s l a t u r e  of the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  r e q u e s t s  

that the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  as a part  of the F e d e r a l -  

Aid S y s t e m  and e l i g i b l e  for F e d e r a l - A i d  S y s t e m  funds;

COPIES of this R e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  sent to the H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  M. 

Nixon, P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a te s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  V o l p e ,  S e c r e t a r y  

of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  an d  to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s and th e  H o n o r a b l e  Mi k e  

Gravel, U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  to the H o n o r a b l e  H o w a r d  W. P o l l o c k ,  U. S. R e p r e­

senta t i v e ,  memb e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  Congress.
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