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I n t r od uc ed : 4 / 1 / 6 9
R e f err ed : H e a l t h , W e l f a r e  and
E d u c a t i o n  a n d  L o c a l  Governmer

B Y  B A N F I E L D ,  BEIRNE, B O A R D M A N ,
E L I ASON, KAY, K E R T T U L A ,  M ET C A L F ,  
MILL E R ,  P E R A T R O V I C H ,  S A C KETT,

IN T H E  H O U S E  S C H W A M M  A N D  Y O U N G

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 53 

IN THE  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TA T E  OF A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T 'S E S S I O N

U r g i n g  the p a s s a g e  of S. 413, a u t h o r­

i z i n g  the S e c r e t a r y  of A g r i c u l t u r e  to 

c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  and f u r n i s h  a s s i s t a n c e  

to states, l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  and 

others in e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s y s t e m  for

p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  c o n t r ol  of fires in

r u r a l  a r e a s .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  in 1967, by s a m p l i n g  24 states, the N a t i o n a l  F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  

A s s o c i a t i o n  d e t e r m i n e d  t hat A l a s k a  h a d  the g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  of deaths by fire

p e r  m i l l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  79, a n d  the s e c o n d  l a r g e st  am o u n t  p e r  p e r s o n  fire

loss, $13.42, w h i c h  is $6.40 a bove the s a m p l i n g  avera g e ;  and

W H E R E A S  the a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  of f ire f a t a l i t i e s  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 00  p o p u l a t i o n  

ove r a five y e a r  p e r i o d  in A l a s k a  s hows tha t  the n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  s u f f e r e d  

almost t h r e e  ti m e s  the f a t a l i t i e s  of the n o n n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  the fires in A l a s k a  o c c u r r e d  in rural 

areas or in towns a n d  v i l l a g e s  of u n d e r  5 , 5 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n  w h e r e  most of the 

n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  r e s i d e s  an d  t h er e  are few, if any, fire p r e v e n t i o n  progr a ms  

and there is very l it t l e  f i r e f i g h t i n g  e q u i pm e n t ;  and

W H E R E A S  S . 413 a u t h o r i z e s  the S e c r e t a r y  of A g r i c u l t u r e  to c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  

an d  f u r n i s h  f i n a n c i a l  and o t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  to states, p u b l i c  b o d i e s  a n d  o r g a n­

iza t i o n s  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s y s t e m  f o r  the p r e v e n t i o n ,  c o n tr o l  an d  s u p p r e s s i o n  

of fires in r u r a l  a re a s  a n d  in t o w n s  of u n d e r  5 , 5 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  the p r o g r a m  set f or t h  in the b i l l  w o u l d  be a g reat b e n e f i t  to 

the p e o p l e  of this  s t at e  and w o u l d  s erve to d r a s t i c a l l y  r e d u c e  the t r a g i c  loss
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BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the S i x t h  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  the S ta t e  of A l a s k a  support! 

S. 413 and r e s p e c t f u l l y  urges that C o n gress pass it.

COPIES of this R e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  B. 

R u s sell, P r e s i d e n t  Pro Tempore of the Senate; the H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  W. M c C o r m a c k  

S p e a k e r  of the House; the H o n o r a b l e  A l l e n  J. El l e n d e r ,  C h a i r m a n  of the Se n a t e  

A g r i c u l t u r e  and F o r e s t r y  Committee; the H o n o r a b l e  W. R. Poage, C h a i r m a n  of 

the H o u s e A g r i c u l t u r e  Committee; and to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  the 

H o n o r a b l e  Mike Gravel, U. S. Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  H o w a r d  W. Pollo ck ,

U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  memb e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.

of h u m a n  l i f e  a n d  p r o p e r t y  b y  f i re;
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