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R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

BY T H E  H E A L T H ,  W E L F A R E
IN  THE H O U S E  A N D  E D U C A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 44 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TATE OF A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the A b i l i t y  C o u n t s  Essay 

C o n t e s t  in h i g h  s c h oo l s .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TA T E  OF ALAS K A :

W H E R E A S  many A l a s k a n s  b e c o m e  s e v e r e l y  d i s a b l e d  a n n u a l l y  as a  re s u lt

o f  d i s e a s e ,  w o r k  i n j u r i e s ,  a c c i d e n t s ,  t r a g e d i e s  o f  t h e  h i g h w a y s ,  a n d  in 

defense o f  t h e i r  n a t i o n ;  and

V/HEREAS, a f t e r  m a n y  months o f  p h y s i c a l  an d m e n t a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  proce-| 

dures, m a n y  of t hese s e v e r e l y d i s a b l e d  A l a s k a n s  are u n a b l e  to r e t u r n  to 

their f o r m e r  o c c u p a t i o n s  an d  to a d e q u a t e l y  p r o v i d e  fo r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  or

their o w n  s u s t e n a n c e ,  due to t h e i r  d i s a b i l i t i e s ;  a n d

V/HEREAS many of t hese d i s a b l e d  A l a s k a n s  ar e d e t e r m i n e d  to h o l d  their 

s e l f - r e s p e c t  and t h e i r  p r o p e r  p l a c e  in the c o m m u n i t y  a n d  not b e c o m e  wards 

of the s t a t e ;  a nd

W H E R E A S  man y  o f  these d i s a b l e d  A l a s k a n s  e n t e r  v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n !  

t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by t h e  s ta t e  V o c a t i o n a l  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  

D i v i s i o n ,  or by the V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  b y  p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

and in m a n y  cases at t h e i r  own e x p e n s e  in o r d e r  to b e  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  re t a i n  

t h e i r p r o p e r  p l a c e  in o u r  s o c i e t y ;  and

W H E R E A S  m a n y  e m p l o y e r s  in t h e  s tate h i r e  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n s  who are 

t r a i n e d  a n d  q u a l i f i e d  to c o n t r i b u t e  to the g oa l s  o f  t h e e m p l o y e r ;  and

W H E R E A S  m a n y  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  e m p l o y e r s ,  w i t h  a goa l  o f  p r o f i t - m a k i n g  

an d  m a n y  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e r s ,  w i t h  m i s s i o n s  to a c c o m p l i s h ,  a r e  r e l u c t a n t  

to h i r e  s e v e r e l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n s  o r  e s t a b l i s h  o n - t h e - j o b  w o r k  e x p e r i­

ence f o r  t h o s e  w h o  hav e  not h a d  a o h an c e  to p r o v e  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s ;  and 

W H E R E A S  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  C o m m i t t e e  on
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E m p l o y m e n t  o f  the H a n d i c a p p e d  h a v e  found one of the b e s t  ways o f  a c q u a i n t i n g  

the public, espec i a l l y  e m p l o y e r s ,  of the v a l u e of h i r i n g  ability is by 

s p o n s o r i n g  a n  Ability Counts E s s a y  Contest in the h i g h  schools o f  our n a t i o n  

an d  state;

BE IT R E S OLVED t h a t  the S i x t h  State L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u e s ts  a l l  high 

s chool p r i n c i p a l s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  to b r i n g  to t h e  atte n t i o n  o f  t heir 

j u n i o r  a n d  senior g r a d e  hig h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  the a n n u a l  Ability Counts E s s a y 

Contest, t h e r e b y  c r e a t i n g  a g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  in r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  e m p l o y­

ment a m o n g  the public, e s p e c i a l l y  e mployers; and be it

F U R T H E R  RE S O L V E D  th a t  the colleges a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  of A l a s k a  be 

e n c o u r a g e d  to e s t a b l i s h  s c h o l a r s h i p s  for winners o f  e a c h  year's A b i l i t y  

Counts Contest.

C O P I E S  of this R e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to a l l  the high schools, c o l­

leges and u n i v e r s i t i e s  in Alaska.
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