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m  THE HOUSE BY M E T C A L F

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION Nt S?9 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OR T H E  S T A T E  C P  ALASKA 

SIXTH LEGISLATURE - S ECOND SEE SION

Relating to the com p l e t i o n  "of t h e  

R e s u r r e c t i o n  Valley Tourist A c cess 

Road.

■BE IT RESOLVED BY T H E  LEGISLATURE OE THE STATE O P  ALASKA:

WHEREAS the L owell Glaci-er, a potential t o u rist attraction, and an W m  

of the famous H A R D I N G  ICE CAP, the largest ice cap in the world, 16 s i t u a t e d  

about 10 miles up Resurrection Valley from mile 3 1/2 on the Seward Highway; 

and

WHEREAS records maintained by the United States Forest Service ShrOW ahfd 

Indicate that A l a s k a n  glaciers are a  ma j o r  t o u r i s t  at t r a c t i o n  to V lb i t  E ng 

tourists and that 9 b , 000 and 106,000 t r a v e l i n g  tourists v i s ited t h e  

Mendenhall Glacier in 1968 and 1969 r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  and that 135,000 a n d  

99,200 traveling tourists visited the Portage Glacier i n  1968 and 

respectively; and

WHEREAS it h a s  been recognized that the 'construction of a t o u r i s t  

a ccess road e x t e n d i n g  from m i l e  3 1/5 on the S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  to the foot ot 

the L o w e l l  Glacier wo u l d  p r o v i d e  a  fabulous t o u r i s t  att r a c t i o n  to t h e  

t r a v e l i n g  tourists visiting Alaslce throughout t h e  annual summer t o u rist 

seas o n s ;  and

WHEREAS a reconnaissarace survey wfcs m a d e  i n  19'il, fet the r e q u e s t  o f  the 

state, which es t a b l i s h e d  ttoe feasibility o f  t h e  constructl'ott O f  t w h  S  read; 

a n d

whereas the completion of this tourist abbess read would make the
Harding ice Cap more easily accessible far development as a major year-- 
round ski area; and
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WHEREAS the completion of the construction of this tourist access r o a d  

would aid materially in improving Seward's economic base, which was so 

severely d a m a g e d  and reduced by the March 1964 earthquake and tidal wave; 

and

WHEREAS, through the joint effort of t he state and the citizens of the 

City of Seward, four miles of this tourist access road have already been 

85 per cent completed during t he past years o f  1968 and 1969; and

WHEREAS it is e s timated that $150,000 w i l l  be required to complete the 

remaining s i x  miles of this road, whereby v i s i t i n g  tourists could travel 

to the I m m e d i a t e  area at the foot of scenic Lowell' Glacier;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Governor is respectfully urged to direct the 

Department of Highways to p r o g r a m  the funds necessary for the construction 

and completion of the rem a i n i n g  six miles o f  the Resurrection Valley tourist 

access roa d  for the 1970-71 fiscal year.


