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IN THE HOUSE B Y  HOHMAN A N D  H E N S L E Y

HOUSE CONCURRENT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 27 

IN THE LEGISLATURE 0 ?  THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTH LEGISLATURE - S E C O N D  SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to a statewide preschool 

e d u c a t i o n  program.

BE IT RESOLVED BY T HE LEGISLATURE O F  T H E  ST A T E  O F  ALASKA:

WHEREAS the federal government now prov i d e s  for the majority of the 

preschool educational programs new in o p e r a t i o n  in the state t h r o u g h  the 

Headstart program; and

WHEREAS, in relation to the n u m b e r  of c h i l d r e n  eligible or w h o  would 

benefit from such a program, the federal p r o g r a m s  come nowhere n e a r  meeting 

the state's need3 in this vital area; and

WHEREAS, Just as the state r e c o g n i z e d  that the public schools have a 

responsibility for providing k i n d e r gartens, it must now recognize its re­

sponsibility for educating p r e k i n d e r g a r t e n  age children; and

WHEREAS early childhood e d u c a t i o n  is now recognized as an important 

factor in a d v a n c i n g  the level of e d u c a t i o n  gene r a l l y  and also in aiding 

culturally disadvantaged and geog r a p h i c a l l y  i s o l a t e d  children to enter the 

regular el e m e n t a r y  program on a level closer to that of their m o r e  fortunate 

peers; and

WHEREAS, by cooperating with, and benefiting from the experiences and 

knowledge of those working with the federal preschool programs, the state 

could develop a viable and comprehensive early childhood education program 

whloh would result in broadened educational and cultural horizons for all 

the children in Alaska;

BE IT RESOLVED that the legislature respectfully requests the Governor 
to direct the Dcpertiitttt of Education to cooperate with the appropriate 
federal agencies in developing a comprehensive statewide preschool
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educational p r o gram for the public s c h o o l s  of the state.


