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Introduced: 2/10/70
Referred : H ea lth , W elfare
Education and Finance

BY B E I R N E ,BANFIELD,BOARDMAN,B R A D N E R , 
CHANC E , C 0 RNELIUS, CROFT, ELIASON , G U  E S S , 
HENSLEY, HOHMAN, JACKSON, KERTTULA, 
MCVEIGH, MILLER, P A U K A N , PERATROVICH,

II T H E  HOUSE SACKETT AIID SWEET

HOUSE C ON C U R R E N T  F E S O L U T I O N  NC . 26 

IN THE LE G I S LA T U R E  OF THE S TATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTH LE G I S L A T U R E  - SE C O N D  S E S S I O N

Re l ating t o  early c h i l d h o o d  educa t io n .  

iE I T  RESOLVED BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TATE O F  ALASKA:

VIHEREAS last y ear P r esident Nixon called f o r  "a n a t i o n a l  commitment to

r o v i d e  all A m e r i c a n  children an o p p or tunity f o r  healthful an d  s t i m u l a t i n g  

levelopment d u r i n g  the first five years of life" and t h e r e f o r e  has m a d e  e arly 

:hildhood e d u c a t i o n  a n a t i o n a l  priority; and

WHEREAS it is now found that the i n t e l l i g e n c e  is not f i x e d  but c a n  be 

significantly i m p r o v e d  through p r o v i d i n g  y o u n g  children w i t h  the p r o p e r  

l e a l t h  care an d  s t i m u l a t i n g  environments; and

WHEREAS p h y s i c al ,  mental, and social n e g l e c t  In early years is k n o w n  to

c a u s e  irreversible damages that are c o m p o u n d e d  as a p e r s o n  matures; a n d

WHEREAS well-run preschool programs are found to be highly beneficial 

to children; and

WHEREAS there are mothers who are financially unable to adequately p r o­

vide for their preschool children as seen by the large numbers on the Aid 

to Family of Dependent Children's rolls; and

WHEREAS there are many children of w o r king mothers in Alaska who are toe 

y o u n g  to attend the elementary schools and whose parents cannot afford or 

a r e  unable to place them in good child-care centers; and

WHEREAS Alaskans are demonstrating a n e e d  for early childhood programs 

as indicated by the current request from 84 villages which have requested 

OEO-funded Hea d  Start programs and by the 25 which have initiated t h e i r  own 

nonfunded He a d  Start programs; and

WHEREAS these programs are nQt all of the quality o u r  Alaskan children 

require to meet their neede, and consultation is needed to help upgrade
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these programs; and

WHEREAS there is little or no continuity or coordination with the reg u­

lar public school system and there is a demonstrated need for planning future 

programs and coordinating development o f  centers and programs to meet these

needs; and

WHEREAS the consultant currently attempting to work with these areas 

has the responsibility for elementary consultation so cannot give the n e c e s­

sary time and priority to the field of early childhood education;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Governor is respectfully requested to direct 

the Commissioner of Education to make provisions for a full-time consulting 

specialist in early childhood education; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Education take leadership re­

sponsibility for coordinating the efforts of all agencies responsible for 

those areas involved in pre-elementary education.
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