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R e l a t i n g  to a s t u d y  of the p o s s i b l e  

s o l u t io n s  to the p r o b l e m  of p r e s e r v i n g  

and r e t a i n i n g  A l a s k a  a r t i f a c t s  in the 

state.

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  S e c t i o n  7 o f  the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  e m p o w e r s  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  to p r o v i d e  f o r  the a c q u i s i t i o n  of o b j e c t s  of h i s t o r i c ,  cultural, 

r e c r e a t i o n a l  or s c i e n t i f i c  v a l u e ,  to r e s e r v e  t h e s e  o b j e c ts  f r o m  the p u b l i c  

d o m a i n  and to p r o v i d e  for t h e i r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  for the use, 

e n j o y m e n t  and w e l f a r e  of the peop l e ;  and

W H E R E A S  m a n y  of the a r t i f a c t s  of A l a s k a ' s  h i s t o r i c  pa s t  hav e  b e e n  

p l u n d e r e d ,  d e s t r o y e d ,  d a m a g e d  or lost, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ,  and 

this u n f o r t u n a t e  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  c o nt i n u e s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the p r e s e n t  s t a te  law c o v e r i n g  a r t i f a c t s  l o c a t e d  on s tate o wned 

or c o n t r o l l e d  lands is p a i n f u l l y  I n a d e q u a t e  b e c a u s e  by far the g r e a t e s t  p r o­

p o r t i o n  of the land in A l a s k a  is f e d e r a l l y  own e d,  thus d e p r i v i n g  the state 

of j u r i s d i c t i o n  over its a r t i f a c t s ;  and

W H E R E A S  e n f o r c e m e n t  of the F e d e r a l  A n t i q u i t i e s  Act, w h i c h  w o u l d  p r o t e c t  

t hese a r t i f a c t s ,  is f o u n d  to be al m o s t  n o n e x i s t e n t ;  and

W H E R E A S  e v e n  s t r i c t  e n f o r c e m e n t  of the f e d e r a l  law w o u l d  not p r e v e n t  

c e r t a i n  q u a l i f i e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f r o m  r e m o v i n g  t h es e  objects u n d e r  p e r m i t  of 

the S e c r e t a r y  of the I n t e r i o r ,  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  or A r m y ,  d e p e n d i n g  on d e p a r t­

m e n t a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  the s t a t e  has a n  o v e r r i d i n g  i n t e r e s t  in the p r e s e r v a t i o n  of 

h i s t o r i c a l  o b j e c t s  for the c u l t u r a l  b e n e f i t  of its p e o p l e ; and
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W H E R E A S  this a r e a  of c o n t r o l  over, p r e s e r v a t i o n  and a c q u i s i t i o n  of, 

a r t i f a ct s  is one frau g h t  w i t h  c o n t r o v e r s y  and j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t ;  and 

W H E R E A S  r e s e a r c h ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of n e w  a nd  i n n o v a -  

tive l e g i s l a t i o n  and p r o g r a m s  to p r o t e c t  the i n t e g r i t y  of A l a s k a  h i s t o r i c a l  

a r t i f a c t s  must be b e g u n  i m m e d i a t e l y  for the p r o t e c t i o n  of the state's 

t r e a s u r e - f i l l e d  past;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  is r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  a 

study, the goal of w h i c h  is to p r e s e n t  a c o n c e p t u a l  p l a n  and i n n o v a t i v e  

l e g i s l a t i o n  for the p r o t e c t i o n  and p r e s e r v a t i o n  of A l a s k a ' s  a n t i q u i t i e s ,  and 

to report its findi n g s  to the S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  of the S i x t h  L e g i s l a t u r e .

HCR 21 _ 2 -


