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Introduced: 2/7/69
Referred: State Affairs and
Finance

IN THE H O U S E

BY SASSARA, HARRIS, HENSLEY, HILLSTRAND, KAY, MILLER, 
ORBECK AND SCHWAMM

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 3 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the ferry v e s s e l  M. V. 

W i c k e r s h a m .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the newest a d d i t i o n  to th e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  Ma r i n e  H i g h w a y  system, 

the M. V. W i c k e r s h a m ,  has n o w  be e n  in s e r v i c e  for man y  mont h s ;  and

W H E R E A S  this v e s s e l  has be e n  o p e r a t i n g  at a net loss of h u n d r e d s  of 

t h o u s a n d s  of dollars to the S tate of A l a s k a  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  to the t a x p a y e r s  

of A l a s k a ;  and

W H E R E A S  an in c r e a s e  in the n u m b e r  of p a s s e n g e r s  or a m o u n t  of c argo tha t  

can u t i l i z e  the M. V. W i c k e r s h a m  do e s  no t  a p p e a r  p r o b ab l e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the lack of full u t i l i z a t i o n  of this shi p  is in large part d u e  

to the p r o v i s i o n s  of the Jones Act w h i c h  p r o h i b i t s  the s h i p m e n t  of cargo in 

f o r e i g n  b o t t o m  vess e l s  b e t w e e n  A m e r i c a n  por t s ;  and

WHEREAS for months the administration has attempted unsuccessfully to 

either have the Wickersham exempted from the Jones Act or have the Jones 

Act amended; and

WHEREAS there is no indication that the United States Congress will 

gran t such an exemption; and

WHEREA9, because It I s  a foreign bottom ship flying a foreign flag, it 

does n o t and cannot meet the requirements of the Southeastern Marine
J $ g h w a y  J

even i f  the  Jones Act were amended, the M. V. Wickersham still
'f'V ‘ ' '. ' ' **’ ' ’ ‘ ■' , ; ,* servei-h*- needs o f  S ou theaste rn  A laska in  that extensive modifi-
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be need?! in  o rde r t o  meet minimum United S ta te s  Coast Guard
passenger cap a c ity  would remain g ro ss ly
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inadequate for the needs of the Southeast Marine Highway System;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Sixth State Legislature that in order to save 

further pecuniary losses to the state and its people, and in order to providej 

the people with a serviceable water road system, the initial purpose of the 

Southeastern Marine Highway, the Governor is respectfully requested to 

offer this vessel for sale immediately and enter into negotiations for the 

purchase of a vessel which will more adequately meet the requirements of 

the people of Alaska.


